Save yourself a 
fortune with our 
essential guide 

to the Top 50 = 
PD and shareware —@. >. 
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programs of all time... = — 3 


REVIEWED 
THIS MONTH: 


POSITIVE IMAGE PREVIEW 
EXPOSE DIGITISER @ MASTERING 
PAPYRUS @ MASTERING CALLIGRAPHER 
OMEN 0O/S AND DEVELOPMENT KIT 
BROTHER HL-660 @ GEMULATOR 4 
OXIEWARE CALAMUS FONTS 
ALIEN THING @ GRAVON @ SKYDUEL 
BACKWARD 3 @ SANDS OF MARS 
COUNTER ATAK AND AMAZE 
SENTENCES AND MUCH MORE... 


THE WORLD’S BIGGEST SELLI 


REA ALMS { 
REALITY J 


Slash your way 


through the 


dungeons of 
hell with this | 


superb RPG 


holuré 


Your guarantee 


of value 
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NG ST MAGAZINE 
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1LOOMByte in your pocket - 

the ultimate storage solution 


li 


siti faces behind L.A.P.D. 


Software at realistic prices 
PD DISKS: * £1.50 each ¢ Budget range PD Disks ONLY £1.00 


, Same day service, quality virus-free disks 
Please add 50p P&P on orders under £5.00, orders over £5.00 = postage FREE. Overseas customers (outside Europe) please add 50p per disk 


ALL DISKS BELOW ARE ONLY £1.50 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 


6.405 UITUMAATE ARENA: Bea “cx ur the she of "hho Romer 
G403. SQUARE OFF: The ultimate tumbling block Tetris’ 
(TM, STE) (2 disks'£3,00). ie 
ASTEROIGGA (STE: Classic antercad blasting action 
= beder (6399 for STAM wersion (]Mibi 
| PRANTOCK GTE; Superb tact action kinett combat simulaior 
— order GAOT for STAM (IMB) (2 diskve 3,00). 
MEGAPEDE: The chestic blast the caterpillar Centipede" game {1 hMb). 
DY MABLESTER: Bomb laying and dodging arcade game (STE, 1Mb). 
tk 


Frogger 

6.355 WING LORD: Acial dueling game in the style of the classic "poust", 
STARBALL: Pinball game - arguably the ber PD game on the STI 
WAR: Help Max find his girlfriend. A ‘cute’ arcade plationm gare [1Mib} 


PSYCHO PIG: Platform hoot Shae cat Riadiveas: cs ITT 
OPERATION GARFIELD: Frantic ‘Operaton Wolf hype thootiem up acten. (STE). 
TETRIS & PILE UP: Two very good versions of the Tetris arcade game. 
HACMLAN Il; | megabyte version of Pacman, 100 new bevel! 

LLAMATRON: 100 levels of fast arcade action with wicked sound FA. 
BLATI: Tetris style theee in 2 row, falling blocks with many added feaneres. 


FANTASY/ROLE PLAY «© * «ee ene 
NIGHIRAN: Claiey sc, frst-pecion view role-playing game. (TiMbi (7 dais 3.002 
ian ee 
WALLS OF ILLUSHON: The ultimate Qungeonmaier clone with English 
instractaans (1 RA). 
eee rem Ler poee ioe slat nse (EY: 
MINEAEUE Fantaiy aceentuee with an overhead 
BLUDEEON: Sole nko wehanaiin: eg he aoa a ae 
DARELYTE: “Space Crusade’ type droid. wargame. 

2 ALIENS! Space Marines v Aber sirstegy combat game. 
MST WELL: Compete ‘Dengeonmaster” she acentune qanne, 


PU77LES #8 ® #8 es e@ ee eee eee 
MEMORY RECALL: Ohalvengeng imerscry test wath digi pact socind (TMi 
SPACESWEEPER: A challenging ‘Minesweeper game in three dimendions! 
sotyeepasntbde Hare ya gla abi 
GSAT: A compaterced figquaw puree (1b). 

QUIZMASTER: Multechosce answer general knowbedge quir (STE). 


ADVENTURES =# ®e# © se ee ee ee 
ROSOT REVOLT: A sci-fi tet adventure “NEW, 

THE SECRET PARK: A text adventure with graphics for children. 
CAILYNVORN: DED type fanuny adventure set on a far earth-lile plareet, 
INVESTIGATION: Graphic acverture in the style of Gera On-Line (2 diskw£ 3.00) 
ANARCHY ACADEMY: 30 graphic adventure to blow up the school 

A MAGHT ON THE TOWN: An adyverdure with the opportunity to reer the 
gel of your dreams and: .wwell, the rest is: up 40 you, 
GRANDAD AND THE QUEST...: 2D graphics aeentore by ban Scott. 
Shareware (TMb). 

GRANDAD AND THE SEARCH FOR THE SANDWICHES: Grapher adventure 
(Mi) (2 diskey'é 3.00), 

THE AWE CHASM: An adult adventure featuring Snatch and Cranch 
tower 18's only}. 

SUSAN: Ap adult adventure (over 18°s only). 

QUEST FOR THE HOLY GRAIL: Pyihonesque madcap hurow, 
UNNEULIAN UNDERWORLD: Highly rated lange sake tent Gartnny achenture. 


STRATEGY & OTHERS ****eeee88 
STAR TREK - THE GAME: Defeat the Klingon threat to the galacy (1Mb). 

| STAR TREK = RUNGON WARS: A Srarship Enterprise battle somuistion (1 Mb). 
INTERRATIONAL MANAGER: Eunopten Nators "World Cup management gacne. 
ANCIENT GAME OF GO: Teo computer verion of the Onenad game 


(Gruge, Amigo). 

CHESS-MATE: A. chessidraughts game analysis too. 

(CAESAR: Stranegy game set anound the Mediieranean in 200K. (0), 
GNU CHESS: French chew playing program for ad bevels. 

STRATAGEM: Two player strategy world war game. (2 desky/E 3.00). 
PEGASUS: Space strtegy game. Seek out and colonive planes. 
(inibp (2 dks £3.00 

THE COARSE ANGLER: Angling simulation game (Mb), 


THE MAZE: 3D adventure game loosely haved on "The Crystal Maze’. 
G.174 PENGUINS: Move your penquint around the screen "Lereming’ fathion. 
G.10 VEGAS: Rouleme. poker, blackjack and slot..without the Nevada sand? 


pirable and hn fed games onthe Ar an 
cou be canna Ve LAGI Gees te ade sates Gon — Sere 
= awe 
pen talks Geen psp sales Frantic ond Sopeare (HH, 
Al registrations receive a FREE copy of Dave's SEA WOLF game! 


Fora ber copy of Dave Ivara’ magaaine disk with information and serees thot about 
his games jaa send a blank disk and an aioe to the LAPD: af the address above. 


BUT 19 FOOTBALL TACTICIAN 1: The original £19.95 Premier League version of the 


SON management game] 
BULT TP INTERHATIONMAL CRICKET tk Animated 30 gare {10} 
BULS0 SAACE INVADERS: (lec ariade action by Robert Leong. 
BULO RORECH WT: Rosey the mest addicthe gare ever dened 
BULLS) HORSE RACING SEM: Qhesiity cen from the sale ring to the track 
BU30 QUEST FOR GALAXUA: The "Galerigets” netarn to your ST. 
BUG PACMAN ST The defiretnne vernon by Robert Leong. 

) DARK WARS: Role playing adventure wath o 3D view 


MINIPICS fi All resolution picture converter and catsioguer (rt 
OFRLE CLP ARE 33 POX images of office related items 
Rint rae 170 PCR images of animals. (5 diskyt7. 30). 

Y OUP ART: 36 POC aodiac 
B 450) images covering every ign 
AUTO-STEREOGRAM: (Comme your owen 30) Mage: Eye" pectures. (ERA) (£3.00), 
VISUAL ILLUSJONS: A coBection of 24 "Maga Eye’ 30 pactures 
STEREOGRAM 


FANTASY 
L27, 28 TYPE WRITE CLIP ART: Sdsk sen of 
format (£10 per set) 


ALU RS SET 


YAMAMA PSS: Patch editor and faciliny 1p print tablature music. 


Maran Sproat (1M 
HACEER: Replace a pecure in almost any game on demo with your 


VAULT & TURTLE: Fast hard dk back-up wales 


M163 sporategdie chet nigra a sega 


M17 WORD PUZZLE: Stuck wich word games? Then thes disk may help. 
M30 EXTRA WORD UST 70,000 exe words to use with disk M17. 


P44 GRA V2: Full verson of | 


P53 IMAGINARY WORLD: Easy to use language to write your own roleplay 
adventures “NEW. 

with tutorial & compiler 
(HB tht dak # not PD - LAPD. hawe permission to cisariwte it] 

Lee SPRITE WORKS: New commands for games writers using GFA V3+ 
(2 diskwé7,00}. 
SOZOBON C A complete C compiler with documentation. 
MENILAMAKER: Mahe your own mena with music, sprite and scrolling 
ZX SPECTRUM EMULATOR: Ermulate the ld Speccy on your STSTE (1Mbi. 
66000 PROGRAMMING COURSE: 10 "How to dio it” document files. 
GFA EXPERT, Massive text file and help routines for GFA-Banic 3.0 
C ADVENTURE TOOL KIT: Write peodextenal quality achertures in C. 


M.162 ST DIARY: A computer diary for the busy executive *NEW*. 


W2l MARCEL Super word proceisor with built in spell checker, 
Mi. 106 eerie i Fully featured accouns, program. 10 accpun, 2,000 


M148 INVOICE MASTER: Excellent voking syaer for small businesses. 

M13 OPUS 2000: A superh spesadsheet progam (1M). 

M83 INVENTORY PRO: A weck conto’ sem 

U.23 DOUBLE SENT inpresie aoure pcos fhe srl angry) 
U.33 FAST BASE: A powerful amd flexible cauhaye. 

WS. FIRST WORD: Word procener thas set the ciandard for others to follow, 


ML17S FISHERMAN: For the losen angher. 

M.T67 EHABETES: For sufferers of Inualin Dependent Diabetes iMeliaus. 

Li? ADDRESS BAN: Narmes and addvesses (£2 ah. 

M.123 THE BIBLE: Compiete King Janes, old and new tevtamnents (3 disk 4.50). 
M.161 THE GARDENER: For keen gardeners. 

M176 PUCHIAS: For the keen specialist gardener, 

LOG GOLF: For the goffing sportspenon. 

LUNS BBS UR bulletin boards 

M182 REQBASE: For records, tapes and CDs. 

M164 VIENNA: info on the city, 

M149 CORNER SHOP VIDEO: Demo of database for small shops renting videos. 
U.24 SHARES: Shares will display general trends. 

Ci? GS0-BASE: fy weinn Rak obriaes 

M35 VIDEO & CE: Keep track of your videos and CDs. 

MLZ VIDEO MANAGER: Keep track of your home wadeos, 


L20 SUPER SPELL: Teaching games for the 4:0 9 year old (02.50). 
L37 SUPER FUN: More teaching games for the 4 10 9 year ofd (£2.50). 
266 WITCHES, MICE Er FAIRY TALES: a east dex acinger ears 
NOAH'S ARK: Collect the animal, two by two - addictive dor adults 100! 
ABOUT THE HOUSE te eee 
educhita at ai isla NurnericaGo-Round & 


be Dear: Book, Spell Pic, Word Fx-and Flavh Cord. 
KIDZ DISK #2: Dott Dit, Keyboard Capers & Manchin. 
BOOY SHOP: Graphec quiz-type human anatoeny tutor. 
M104 SOLAR SYSTEM GEOGRAPHY: Effect. of fhe gum Ge moon on ticket, seston. cir. 
MOG KOZ COMPILATION: Kid Graph, Gid, Musk, Nobel, Piano, Pubinther, dosh 
and story. all on one disk! 
PRCLZ7 EARLY LEARNING MATHS 2: Gy Philo Rankin for 9-12 ners. 
ROBOT MATHS: Maths tutor for children aged 6+ (£2.95). 
MOON LETTERS: Seeing game for ages 54 (£2.95) 
ROBOT WORDS: Hangenan in. modem format (£2.95). 
ALL BLOCKED UP: Mathematical puches for the young (£2.95). 
DROP DOWN WORDS: Spellingimemary game for younger: (£2.95) 
MATHS FUN: Maths for childeen 490 7 years (£2.95). 
GCSE. STUDY AIDS: Help with Algebra, Trigonometry and Geocnetry. 
M.1 PLANETARIUM: Excellent, easy to wie, aitronceny program. 
M.153 WORLD WAR Hl: Home front stucly pack for Sec. school work (3 deks£4.50). 
MU? HISTORY FILE: lvestiqate a historical murder in Soodand (3 disk£4. 50). 
WW.86 DEATH OF A PRESIDENT: Investigate the Kennedy assassination (3 dnka'f4.50) 
W114 FRANGLAIS 3 & 4: French language tutor programa. 
M123 CLA WORLD FACTBOOK: Facts and fiqures on countries. (4 dinke'f 6.00) 
We HOMEWORK: A word procenior for the younger user. 


L113 BBS DIRECTORY: Money saving directory of UR BBS's (£5.00). 
C22 TEDOYTERME A wuperb multi-f, COunications program, 
C7 VWANTERM Va: Excellent pualti-furction communiations peogeam. 
M138 MORSE CODE TUTOR: Practice and perfect your skill: 

C24 OFF-UNE READERS: Four off-line reader programs. 


B45 FIGHTING SAIL: Navel bare, §=68.51 COLOSSAL CAVE: Original advernure 

a hin a tory Eg el B.15 ROLL “N' AUADKSE: Front machine 
HACMAN: Pacman action B26 8 BALL POOL: Bar game semutiston 

877 FROGGY: The arcade classic B50 STAR TREK: Save the Federation 


eeeceeeceeeoeoeaseeeseeeoeseseseeeeeeceseeceeeeeeseeeceeeceeceeseeeeeeeseeseoeeeeaeeaeaeaet 


- PO Box No.2 Heanor Derbyshire DE75 7YP Tel or Fax: 01773 761944 or 01773 605010 
e-mail: clive@lapd.demon.co.uk 


24 hour despatch on all orders No waiting around for disks to arrive!! 
48) Proof of age required on all adult titles. We do not condone or supply illicit hardcore material. 


licenceware® GaMeS 


sovccccccecseee Possibly the best licenceware range on the ST eeccecccccccces 


Licenceware means that for every copy you buy the author receives a royalty payment from L.A.P.D. This ensures that the authors receive suitable recompense for 
their hard work thus encouraging them to produce even more excellent programs for the Atari range of computers. It saves you all the fuss and 
hassle of shareware payments. Licenceware programs are complete and ready to run, there are no hidden fees! 


L178 BLUDGEOM V2 (TM, £3.00) "NEW by Seaton Shareware Co-operative, A spl pe Too aia LITO QUICK FLIP (£3.00) by Nice By A mmind-bending te Sipping game Hip the 
moderated Bntasy combat sytem developed so that farmasy wargame ins | mre gn tiles on 2 404 grid in any of four directions to try and gain the maximum 
fc ple a ca be a ' mea wah nae cl hm geoph peter la at a 


gee aia age allele res pee lore ee disk from Dunces 
B way strolling, 30 on-screen sprites, sampled sound, etc, OCS COMPILATION #¢ (3.00 1 DAMAGE eee very ditions 

STORM 94 (1Mb, STFM, £3.00) As LB7 above but for the STFM. Se bcos cane iets Eo toe a ES arto 
FLUFRIES (1Mb, £3.00) by Howard Tilley. A plationm game across many from 16 diferent pieces down at random on the moniter screen. 


levels as you guide a bive flufly creature in an attempt to rescue his 
* ako fax oats cre of the raaniy castles anid af sb tg lea cy iemngs com ton fepanegpeces 
iegaaies: Explore er Mactan planer bod Seal with hey Liahinne eee QUIZICAL, a multi-choice question and answer game. 

arse including meeting quota targets, overcrowding, 3 ERicémn fc? yb cided bara: The pspehgly sepalac Panon LI Rts aires Ce ar kk ee OUTRAGEOUS FORT ne! 
etc. A deep and challengeng game : pastime! ogo mas clergy 3 collection 
CONQUEST 2 (IMB, 2.00) by Ralph Efe Penta et STREETS (£3.00) by 999 Software Drive your armed motorcar around the 

qjame COMET Rew WET Treaceracts Catelely dropped fieeng 
fe Made cumiriedinie tae ten toe aement ia outs sed thon geld ge - mh 
Cerna, Keebler: Keriondetis bale rate eck, —_ ; ary red ‘ Fi game 
eas sheila toni gid 9 ga ity agate and each is more than the DCS COMPILATION #2 (£3.00) The second 
This totally absorbing game was an ST FORMAT “Game of the Month’. feyaelaecela sien gen players in whi Simos ay gtr 
inmtdas alata | Bomber Command then pian as entice ate silty ; questions j 4D, a bat. 
Campa ‘tects German cites. weather anemy a sible ~ puncte : 7 “GALACTIC 
Schaar wil tea b tend t@8 Of iene Lancurien: Hiabianes anet Seer: ox isha dapose of them. eye on the larger — FRUIT pei prey aad opt nn np reg 
the game progresses purse th er the taste of : fot taachine andl the wiva quit, GREY MATTER. 2 word game with 
WORLD AT WAR (£3.00) by Seaton Shareware Co-operative. A game of | a" i sees Bp 


Ques. 
on a scale for one to seven players. : eee | ON) he fra aa 
ie heme hence wala Eraraton. to aoe 8 yor sie ict : ; compilation of games Dunoes 
need to build, aren and supply your military forces while anempting to in this rewerting of = COMmparter Gaene: are: ALECHASE, ape 

Capeune the beiony of pour opponent. Played on a world! map. 


tara: : 
atermps io find 15 words on arids of 
season of Grand Prix races. Beth haif meg and one meg versions of the gt) 
program are cdilabie. 
Satine pagan LAPD a e628 Th py a 5 
beter 425. PATHS OF GLORY (£3. by 12 Software. A sword and somery role-playing 
ge You tk fl sss by dungeons, 
Uewsies in tre 


Jam has 4 30 aoe ew of oer 
THEY SOLD SEVERAL (£3.00) by Ben Weston, The five games on the dink oh. characters. and moriters in detail, h has multi 
lab eles hat Rael a capanle rer data bes of mang mores Tee ie 
a hype gaene ‘VOU PHL prove aff 
. sal ei na op mp alan ciel rani hacen at 
splay cleciser dc maceioay al contin sewers | 
gerade Hage 
OUTWORLD (£2.50) 
take contol ofl a 


inweolven you travelling through ti nil eps eigheba iri 


gin nob compnchendnve 
Stn W shield ok i esien your toes rend eat he 
HOT DOG (£2.50) by ALA. Covell. A qaene of greyhound racing for 1 to 9 exact word to describe what you want to do. 

whech in practice gets more and more fun the more players ane CRAGHAVEN (£2.50) An adventure in a fantasy land. ABer coming ashore 
involved. Over 400 dogs permanently stored on disk. Study the odds, select in your rowing boat at the harbour town of Eyrtown you set about 


your dog, make your bet, then wach them run, 


ARTHUR OF THE BRITONS (1M, £3 Eftemey. A strategy 
ir ch yw abe cri ef King Ante sa 


clea ty Sag ase The dass g 1 “Asoesoide 
reauted. This version features PD rendered pe 


i hoe ir pil ai trying: 8 
a lie 
ASTEROIDIA (STFM, £7.00) The STFM version of the above. 

a a eee Ge tothe 

urrulator Frantick. Here is where loyal solders sharpen their 

ssa peg he Emp’ ee weapon 1 be rary Sed 
boost morale, bombs and increased blaster power are available to the quick. 
Ample boruses are wupphed for those with 3 tate of higher gratification. 
fe et Salo re hordes elle bea 


PROJECT PURIFY (£3.00) by Mikael Landberg. 
mecran Ligiaainaey ote 


PL 1) | fk Gy ane a tae ae en 
a catalogue of the very best and newest titles around. 
If you wish to get maximum distribution for your work 
either as PD, Shareware or Licenceware then please 
send us a copy to the address above. 


Seckas ll mibighceotiarlorn, geo atic depiie sl a stumble across 
Scaige sofas sets oie W TARGET She Sibs von? Soe esokeas it oA 
island and the castle of Craghaven. 
STONE COLD SOBER (£4.00) ee ee ee eee 
=e 
era av 


ange shop were owes ow 03 

memory is: blank! 

THE CLIRSE OF AZRIEL ule feet near 

fantasy robe-playinep't game. hia topablneel pertain 

merchant ship at anchor just outside the port of Aron's Bay. Your ira 
coastal vessel and unsuited to the rigours of travel across the vast 


your 
iiesiceedl arth Me dias Trapped in a stone cell your first wk is 
to estape before the resident demon gets back. 3D view, monsters, pits, 
Teleport, secret walk, magec system. H's got the bot! 


how to order: By post: ft the number, and names of the 
inks you require ona sheet of paper and add your name and addren. Payment may 
be by cheque, postal onder or credit card. 

By telephone: have a list of the disk number you nequee and your credit card to 
hand. Order: may be bett on our anawening machines out of hour. 

By email: 95 above BUT existing cuifomen only who have ondered before and 
whose credit cand details we already have may order thn way. Do not send your credit 
tard details by e-mail. 


GRIDWORD (£2.50) by Nice J. word game in which you antempt to 
the longest word possi meen. B06 2 16 paid of ternets. Te eee 


hes 2 we reoe of culty setuines. 


He Sl-y dai ceed Arata sabe is 2070, eater 


dies 10 play at their own 
aeons ss oid pn eckring Many ona 


free Catalogue: 1: onse 


cotalogue dink just send 2 dick and sae. to the, 


you one by netum complete with a selection of quality PD. Abematively, send us 
£1.00 and we'll send you the samme canslogue and free progeams on one of our disks, 


(Please quote STF IO} 

PRINTED CATALOGUE now available, linting hundreds of POY 
Shaneware/Licenceware trikes, Onby £1.00 including PEP or 505 
Ht ordered with dick. Please state # you have a Falcon, 

Pease mabe all chequesfpodial order: payable > LAPD, 
Condit cards weloomed. 


Hard, fast and very scary 
= Alien Thing faces the 
jury on page 38 


ISSUE 75 @ OCT 1995 


REVIEWS 


Frank Charlton takes a peek at this glorious new 
24-bit image manipulation program. 


27 


28 


After many anxious months, Titan Design's new 
video digitiser for the Falcon is finally ready. 


TET TTT Pet Te Seana 
TR Per) Ty. | fy LILLE Ly 


a -{- 
TITITTITIiitt tii iii 2 2258 rl 


According to the folks at Spar, this new teaching aid 
will salve all your Papyrus blues. 


Mastering Call igrapher without the pain? Nick Peers 
takes a look at this new learning utility. 


Esquimalt hopes to make OMEn the standard 
operating system for STs, Macs, PCs and Amigas. 
Find out how the ST version measures up. 


34 


Printer maestro Peter Crush prods and pokes 
another of Brother's babies. 


Hf you're stumped in Papyrus 
or Calligrapher, you might 
be interested in the FaST 
Club's Mastering series. 


THE ST FORMAT USED VEHICLE DEALERS 


Klevelltuturenet.co.uk 


ST 21.41 


FORMAT oc. 


http: aw lbirenet co uk 


ADVERTS 


Discover the many new features in the latest update 
of the famous image-processing utility. 


Now you can have an all-in-one PC/ST combo - all 
you need is the latest version of the Gemulator card. 


Looking for some high-quality Calamus fonts that 
won't break the bank? We may have the answer. 


Can 999 Software's new release bring the 
atmosphere of Aliens to the Atari platform? 


This Falcon-only TrueColour hovercratt 
simulation looks marvellous, but can 
it get you off the ground? 


REGULARS 


Seven glorious programs, including an exclusive 
level for SubSiation and a great RPG game. 


APEX Media slashed to under £100, plus all the news 
and views from the Atari marketplace. 


Frank Charlton goes European and takes a look at 
HTML Browser and the ObjectDesk Desktop. 


Four packed pages featuring all the software 
released into the public domain this month. 


Clive’s bridge crew take a brief rest from fighting for 
the Federation and answer your ST-related queries. 


Andy Curtis brings you the latest MIDI and music 
news, and puts eight MIDI files to the test. 


SubStation special, part one: we help you on your 
way with all the maps for the first six levels. 


Got something to moan about, or, heaven forbid, 
someone to congratulate? Write into Feedback, the 
section where you can have your say. 


NS TRIBUTION 


it ; = 


SUBSCRIPTIONS MAIL ORDER 


PRODUCTION tax 


Discover how to 
tip the software 
balance in your 
favour with our guide to 
the Top 50 PD and 
shareware 
programs. 


FEATURES 


15 
This ST FORMAT Gold game changed the face of 
beat-"em-ups. Now you can get it for under £10! 
16 
Discover the Top 50 PD and shareware titles, and 
learn about the ins and outs of running a PD library. 


24 
Find out how HiSoft’s new Zip drive is going to 
revolutionise the way you store data on your ST. 


41 


Discover the ins and out of scanning hardware and 
software with the redoubtable Peter Crush. 


As Internet-related libel cases increase, Clive Parker 
explains how to avoid getting sued. 


41 


We reveal 
the best 
hardware and 
software for your ST 
scanning needs, and 
show you how to get 
professional results... 


COPYRIGHT MOTICE 


COVER 
DISK 75 


THIS MONTH... 
REALMS OF REALITY: 
A superb swords and 
sorcery romp in the 

style of Ishar and 
Dungeon 

Master. 

LMByte 

required 

(Falcon and 

TOS 2.06 

owners require 

STOSFix). 

Uncompressed size: 685K 


EXTRA SUBSTATION LEVEL: The 
winning level from our Underwater 
Hell competition, with a new set of 
monsters. Requires a 1MByte 
STE,/Falcon and SubStaton to run. 
Uncompressed size: 156K 


PICFIB 1.1: Keep strict tabs on your 
picture collection with this excellent 
utility for viewing, cataloguing and 
filtering pictures. 

Uncompressed size: 264K 


RESCUE ST: An accessory with 
something for everyone - 22 handy 
utilities rolled into one program. Can 
you afford to be without it? 
Uncompressed size; 92K 


LET ‘EM FLY: Enhance your GEM 
dialogs with keyboard shortcuts and 
67 move them around the screen. 

Paul Hills returns with his indispensable guide to Uncompressed size: 74K 


programming your Falcon's DSP chip. 
; S105 SCREEN-SAVER: STOS users 


69 Can now prevent monitor burn, 
thanks to this useful accessory. 


Andy Curtis reveals which Auto programs and 
Size: 26K 


accessories the ST-owning musician needs. 
DESKCLOCK: Keep track of the time 
with this handy Accessory. DeskClock 


Internet-related 4 he displays the current system day and 
E ; time on the menu bar. 

libel cases are Size: 14K 

increasing, ASSEMBLY: Three files for use with 


Andrew Gisby's Assembly column. 


but it’s easy to avoid ) 
size: 20K 


prosecution -— we explain 
the rules. 
pg 


BACKUP: Avoid ‘damaged Cover Disk 
blues’ with our back-up utility. 
Size: 12K 


explanatory features, written by the very best in the business 
We awe & Gatheron Goby of ediforial 
Pe Cenence 2nd our eas gre Cea (eC oniTeMiabors 
Tou mee god monmation fast. So cu 
deugners fagheehi key ebernents by Liang Charts, ceagraeres, 
gommary Giones, annotated phoingrapich, and so on., 
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COVER DISK STE S| 


al 


Co 


“Si 


i 


i Flies jaaeet tisk fh 
{hii 3 ith dase ie. 


Assuming you have a single-drive 

system, insert your Cover Disk 
back-up into drive A. Double-click on the 
drive A icon to access it. Next, double- 
click on the drive B icon. 


About 


TE Realms 
= i Realms of Reality is 


By: Robert Megicks 
Machines: All STs (TOS 2.06 
and Falcon with STOSFix) 
Resolution: ST low or medium 


a superb adventure 
game. It’s style is 
similar to that of 


) Dungeon Master 
Memory required: 1MByte and the Ishar series 
Uncompressed size: 685K You control 


two characters as 


er Disk 


Fresh from a successful mission, 
and clutching the top-secret 
documentation for this month’s 
Cover Disk is the reassuring, and 
not at all boyish, Nick Peers. 


: 7 ai 1 
ba hh © iimns =a 


Aa. | Eins 


CT] i = ae = ‘ 
When prompted, remove the Cover Getting started they delve a dun- Nie - - - a . 
Disk and insert your blank disk into Because of the size of the pro- eon searching for Dare you enter the hazardous dungeons of Realms of 
drive A. a OK and : upon gram, you'll need two blank eRe aoc hae Reality? You could just stay at home with a nice cup of 
window should appear with the contents o! ; iu gs ee unnoticed and safe. Nah, let ‘em have it 
the disk within it. disks (the first one should be adventure. There's" P°™" me 
formatted to 80 tracks and ten no plot to speak of, 


sectors). Copy REALMS1.TOS 
to the first blank disk, and 
REALMS2.TOS to the second. 
Double-click on 

REALMS1.TOS to dearchive 
the contents, then delete the 
TOS file. Repeat with 
REALMS2.TOS. Finally, copy 
the contents of the second 
blank disk onto the first (with 
80 tracks and ten sectors). The 
game is 

auto- 
) booting, 
; } so reset 

a to load 

. it 


me 8 ’ , 
MONE 


50 you can content 
yourself with mer- 
cilessly plundering 
and killing any- 
thing that moves. 

The dungeon 
can be a little dis- 
orientating at first, 
but you'll soon get 
your bearings. 
Realms of Reality is 
easy to control — 
see the Control Reality panel 
for full details. You pick up 
objects by clicking on them — 
the arrow will change to the 
selected object. You can place 
the object in the hands of 
either character, or highlight 
the active character's 

os * ‘ inventory to stash it away 

fg aN _ in his backpack. 

: ~~ Unlike similar games, 
| Realms of Reality treats 
your characters as sepa- 
rate entities. You can split 


Next, click and hold down the left 
mouse button on the file or folder 
you wish to copy across to your blank 
disk. Drag the file over to the drive 
B window before releasing the | 


An alert box will tell you to insert disk 

A (your Cover Disk). Do so, click on 
OK and follow the on-screen instructions 
You may have to swap disks several times 
during this process. 


The mouse is used for most commands. The left mouse button is 
used to pick up, drop and use objects, and to select options. The 
right mouse button is used to toggle between the main game 

screen and the active character's inventory. 


Switch between characters 

Move the character forward and back, or 
sidesteps him to the left or right. 

Rotate 90 degrees to the left 

Rotate 90 degrees to the right 


[Space] 
[Cursor keys] 


Just follow the instructions on the 
[5] screen until the file or folder you 
wished to copy has been transferred - it'll 
be displayed in drive B's window. 


[Insert] 
[Cir Home] 


we 
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easy, a6 you can see from this screenshot. 


them up to the explore the 
dungeon separately, or make 
one character follow the other. 

Look out for various haz- 
ards. The earliest examples 
you'll meet are lethal potholes 
— fall down one and the game’s 
over. Keep an eye out for 
switches, levers and special 
floor panels. These can be used 
to negate the hazards and open 
impassable passages. 

Then there are the mon- 
sters. In combat situations you 
only control the active charac- 
ter, but you can make sure 
your companion defends him- 
self while you battle away. 


Register? Me? 

Yes! This special ST FORMAT 
version has the entire first two 
levels for you to explore. If you 
want to go even further, you'll 
have to register. See the 

READ _ME.MED file for full 
details and some more hints 
and tips on getting through 
Realms of Reality. 


GUIDES Remen'sa:. DISK 


manual level, designed by ST 
protection FORMAT reader Kenton 
screen, Daiziel, is going to be tricky. 
press Hordes of monsters, all spe- 
By: Kenton Daiziel and UDS [Shift] and _ cially designed by Kenton 
Machines: STE/Falcon with [Return] himself, lie between you and 
SubStation instead of the exit. There’s lots of ammo 
Resolution: Any colour [Return] (and you'll need it), but don’t 
Memory required: 1MByte 49 9/ after go taking liberties with your 
Uncompressed size: 156K fire Ar Sum FUEL 1 ' entering health — medikits and food 
. i: the supplies are few and far 
Getting started About the level required keyword, and the between, and heavily guarded. 
Dearchive DAIZIEL.TOS to a Remember our Underwater new level will be loaded. What are you waiting for? 
DATA folder on a blank disk Hell competition in issue 72? Getting to the end of this Get blasting! 


(80 tracks, ten sectors) or the 
DATA folder on your hard 
drive copy of SubStation. 


Fantasy addicts may also 
be interested to learn that 
Future Publishing will be 
launching a new role-playing 


HOODE RK 


‘Tick 


Well, here’s the winning level. 
You'll need your copy of 
SubStation to run it — at the 


magazine on November 9th. 
Entitled Arcane, it will cover 
the entire fantasy genre and is 
going to be rather excellent. 


So HEALTH 


| The overall winner of our 
Underwater Hell competition is 
Kenton Daiziel of St Austell, 
Cornwall. As well as having his 


FORMAT-reading SubStation 


copies of Obsession and 
SubStation. 

Also recieving copies of 
Obsession and SubStation are 


Andrew Wren of North Lancing, 
West Sussex. Seven further 


By: Yanick Dufrense 
Machines: All Ataris 
Memory required: 512K 


to the root directory of your 
boot drive or disk. Re-boot to 
install the Accessory. 


Cover Disk 66. It enables you 
to view the system time and 
day by accessing the menu bar. 
Selecting this item brings up a 
dialog giving you information 
about the program. 


ces CORRIDOR #88 


UE Ev EL 


level translated by UDS for all ST 


owners to enjoy, he also gets free 


Warren Brown of Bath, Avon, and 


people get copies of SubStation: 
Christian De'lacy-Byrne of Milton 
Keynes, Bucks; Geraint Richards 
of Hengoed, Mid Glamorgan; 
Mahn Davis of Camden, London; 
Darren Blake of Croydon, Surrey; 
Bryn Jones of Corwen, Clwyd; 
James Steele of Bandhagen, 
Sweden; Matthew Riley of 
Midsomer Norton, Avon. 

Thanks to everyone who 
entered, and also to Unique 
Developments for judging the 
entries and providing the prizes. 


REMEMBER 


Slide the black tab so you can 
see through the hole. 


Resolution: Any 
size: 14K Make a backup using the Back 

. Up program, which is on the 
Getting started Cover Disk. Never ever run any | 
Open up the DESKCLCK fold- software except Back Up direct- | 
er and copy DESKCLOC.ACC ly from the Cover Disk. 


Many Cover Disk programs are 
compressed to fit them on the 
Disk. Follow the step-by-step 


\ Ln instructions on page 6 to 
About DeskClock decompress them. 
DeskClock is designed to work 
with a system clock-setting Read the instructions in these 
utility, such as SetDate from pages and in any document file 


that is on the disk. They're 
there for a reason. 


if you have problems with your 
ST, consult your manual. if 
you're still stuck write to: 

ST Answers, ST FORMAT, Future 


| 


Click here with a parchment to whatever he’s currently holding in it. Full details of this freeware Publishing, 30 Monmouth St, 
learn a spell, or with a flask to drink Your character's left hand, and utility can be found in the Bath, BAl 2BW. 
the flask’s contents. anything he's holding in it. DESKCLOC.DOC file. 
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COVER TET cuives: 


& dearchive the contents. 
PIC FI B 1 - l Double-click on PICFIB.PRG to 
By: Andrew Rosenberg run the program. You'll find 
Machines: All Ataris full English and German 
Resolution: Any (except instructions in the DOC folder. 
TrueColour) 
Memory required: 512K Ab 
: : ane out the program 
Uncompressed size: 264K _ PicFib is a picture file browser 
: which will be particularly use- 
Getting started ful for people with large hard 
Copy PICFIB.TOS to a folder drives or CD-ROMs full of pic- 
on your blank disk or hard tures. It supports most popular 
drive and double-click on itto —_ formats, including Degas, GIF, 
"DON'T MODIFY NEXT TWO LINES ae oot 
:$4PF_AR} eeane ace at 
a BS\LETEMBE eceraaaed 
+ — E: \GRABS\LETEMBEF .PIZ | eae 
+ — E:\GRABS\LETEMAFT. PIS hey en any 
+ Es \GRABS\STOSSSUR PTL | Tesolution 
: EAS a Lory 
+ a Li We ‘ 
+ — E:\GRABS\HCALZ,PI3 i nes Cae ne 
+ E:\GRABS\HCALTCNL PIS acve a 
= Ey you've only 
+ E!\GRABS\MCALICN2.PIZ : 
+ — E:\GRABS\CALLIGR PII Sane En 
screen). 
-End of file- PicFib is 


This is how a script file looks, and constructing one is a simple Mainly useful 
case of selecting a path and filter for your pictures. Easy, eh? for creating 


script files 
that enable 
you to view 
only the pictures you want, or 
to search only the directories 
you're interested in. Each file is 
given four tags, three of which 
can be used to filter your pic- 
tures in a variety of ways (you 
could, for example, attach a 
specific tag or tags to all your 
holiday snap scans). You can 
build up a collection of 
slideshows, to which you can 
add or remove pictures as cir- 
cumstances dictate. 

Once you've built a script 
file, you can use the View 


menu to look at your pictures — 
you can go through them one 
at a time, jump to any picture 
in the list, or view them as a 
slideshow. Selecting ‘Single pic’ 
enables you to access the file 
selector and view any picture 
in the supported formats, 
whether it’s in a list or not. 
PicFib is shareware — you'll 
find full details in the DOCS 
folder. Registering enables you 
to create lists of more than ten 
pictures, and entitles you to 


free user support. 


RESCUE ST Getting started 
By: Tony Harris a RESCUE > > the root 
Machines: All Ataris directory of a blank disk or 
Resolution: Any your boot drive, and double- 
Memory required: 512K click on it to dearchive its con- 
Uncompressed size: 92K tents. Re-boot the machine to 


install RESCUE.ACC. Rescue 
can then be called 
af from the Desk menu. 


AN RESCUE ST A 


About Rescue 
Rescue ST combines a 
number of utilities in 
an Accessory that 
you'll find indispens- 
able, especially if 
you're a program- 
mer. This special ST 
FORMAT version has 
several extra func- 
tions not found in the 


[Renaining Bccesses until Lockeot 116 


Rescue ST is fully Falcon-compatible, and will run in 
any resolution, except TrueColour. 


TOM ON ae raat Gaiae a ea ee tte eee ees fe ee 


WE WANT YOUR PROGRAMS 


We pay for your software — so if you have anything that’s good, original and 
preferably short that you think really deserves to go on ST FORMAT’s Cover 
Disk, send it with this form and full documentation to Nick Peers, ST FORMAT, ' 
Cover Disk, Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA] 2BW 


Name 


Daytime phone Program title 


Total size in K 


Ona cava sheet, explain concisely what the program does and why it’s so ) briliant. 
Remember to: @ Include ondisk and paper documentation ll Write your name and address on the disk Jj 
@ Use a virus-free disk I Keep a copy of your program, contributions are nonretumable @ Enclose a | 
bribe. A winning lottery ticket for 23 September would be nice ll Not that it makes a difference. 

Please sign the following declaration: Thes program is submitted for publication in ST FORMAT. It is l 
wholly my own work and | hereby agree to indemnify Future Pubéshing against any legal action should ] 
copyright problems arise. 


| 

| 

| | 

i 

Paves 2 Shieh a gt tL A eal j 
| 

| 

| 

| 

I 


Signed Date 


I 
i 
l 
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normal PD release, but regis- 
tering (for a platry £2.50) 
brings you an even more use- 
ful and powerful package. 
Rescue ST offers something 
for everyone, ranging from a 
glossary of the 68000 instruc- 
tion set, through several disk 
options, to a screen grabber. 


See the Rescue Functions panel 
for a complete list, or consult 
the RESCUE.TXT file for a 
more comprehensive tour. 

It really is a super program 
and there’s no excuse for not 
registering. See the Why 
Register Rescue panel on page 
nine if you're still not sure. 


RESCUE FUNCTIONS 


Rescue information: Program 
details and credits. 
Crash analysis: Information 
about the last time your 
Exception trapper: Enables you 
to prevent programs from 
bombing out - you get error 
messages instead, which is 
obviously more helpful. 
Interrupt clearer: Clears all 
interrupts from selected VBLs. 
Minor functions: Switch disk 
verify, key click, key repeat 

_ and bell chime on or off. Also 
enables you to reset the 
palette to the standard 
configuration. 
System analysis: All sorts of 
information about your Atari, 

| including its TOS, free memory 
and installed drives. 

| Number converter: Convert 
numbers between binary, 
decimal and hexadecimal. 
ASC! look up: Enables you to 
examine the entire ASCII 
character set. 
Hertz Toggle: Switch between 
50 and 60Hz. 
Memory fixer: Fool your 
computer in thinking it has less 
memory than it does (useful for 
certain games). Not Falcon 
compatible. 


list of all those aac TOS 
View .NEO/PI?: enables you to 
view a Neochrome or Degas 
picture in any resolution. 

Save screen: Screen grabbing 
utility. Saves the current 
screen as a Degas picture. 
Format disk: Enables you to 
format single or double-sided 
disks. The registered version 
gives you extra options. 
Create folder: Guess. 

Invoke file-selector: Brings up 
the installed fileselector. 
Keyboard look-up: Find the 
ASCIl and hexadecimal code of 
any combination of keys. 
VT52 screen codes: Control 
codes for the VT52 emulator. 
Unpack an ICE! file: Unpack 
files packed with the Ice 
packer from Cover Disk 39. 
File fusion: Merge data and 
executable files into a single 
file. Useful for squeezing more 
space on disk, or as a security 
measure from hackers. 


STOS 
SCREEN 
SAVER 

By: James Marson 
Machines: All STs running 
STOS and STOS Compiler 
Falcon compatible: Yes, 
with STOSFix 

Memory required: 512K 
Resolution: Low/medium only 
Size: 28K 


Getting started 

To install the STOS Sereen-saver, 
you need to have both STOS 
and the STOS Compiler exten- 
sion installed. Copy the 

S SAVER folder to a blank 
disk, insert that disk into your 
internal floppy disk and type 
ACCLOAD “A:\S_SAVER‘ 


LET ‘EM FLY 


By: Darryl Piper 
Machines: All Ataris 
Resolution: any 

Memory required: 512K 
Uncompressed size: 74K 


Getting started 

Copy LETEMFLY.TOS to a 
blank disk and double-click on 
it to dearchive the LETEMFLY 
folder. LETEMFLY.PRG can be 
called from the desktop by 
double-clicking on it, or plac- 
ing it in the Auto folder and 
re-booting your machine. Full 
details are in LETEMFLY.TXT. 


About Let Em Fly 
Let ‘Em Fly is a useful utility 
that enables you to change the 
way dialog boxes are con- 
trolled from within programs. 
Usually, dialogs are immov- 
able and the only keyboard 
shortcut is [Return] for the 
default response. 

Let ‘Em Fly primarily does 
two things. First, it enables 
you to assign keyboard short- 
cuts to every option on the 
dialog. You'll notice the differ- 
ence, because the first letter of 


Smart and functional, the STOS Screen-saver acts as 
a security device as well as protecting your monitor. 


S SAVER.CMP” [Return] to 
install the Accessory. Press 
[Help] from within STOS to 
bring up the installed acces- 
sories dialog. Select the STOS 
Screen-saver and make a careful 
note of what key you press. 
More details can be found in 
the S SAVER.DOC file. 


f Please Select a Title Window 
© for this new systen, 


This is the initial dialog box for creating a new document in 
HyperGEM before Let ‘Em Fly is installed... 


each option will be underlined. 


Just press that key to select the 
desired function. 

Second, Let "Em Fly makes 
it possible to move dialog 
boxes around the screen, 
enabling you to position your 
dialogs as you please. These 
will remain in the given posi- 
tions while the current pro- 
gram is still loaded. Another 
benefit is that when you're 
using a large virtual screen, 
dialog boxes automatically 
appear in the centre of the ‘vir- 
tual’ screen, and not in the 
centre of the visible screen. 

Other features include 
extra functions for editable 


Pau COVER DISK 


sTOS 
Saver 

You all know 
about the benefits 
of a screen-saver. 
[t prevents your 
monitor from get- 
ting damaged 
should you leave 
it on for too long 
with the screen 
staying complete- 
ly static. STOS 
users will also 
know that of the few screen- 
savers written specifically for 
STOS, all have problems work- 


can get the STOS Compiler 
extension from Trading Post for 
£12.99 — call t 01952 462135 for 
more information. 

Once installed, the pro- 
gram will ask you to press a 
key. Remember what key you 
pressed, as you will need to 
press it again to exit the screen- 
saver and return to STOS. This 
means the accessory can also 
be used as a security device. 
You have two chances to press 
the correct key — if you fail on 
both occasions, the program 
will lock up for five minutes 
before giving you another go. 

Registering the program 


costs just £1.50, or a disk full of 
PD. In return James will 
program a custom version for 
your particular STOS require- 
ments. Read S SAVER.DOC for 
full details. 


ing properly. 

Enter James Marson's 
screen-saver. Assuming you 
own both S5TOS and the STOS 
Compiler extension, you can 
install it as an Accessory. You 


Generate HuperSysten,.., 
Please Select a Title Window 


for this new susten, 


. and afterwards. Just press the underlined keys to access 
the desired function. The box is also fully moveable. 


boxes, including a clipboard, a 
‘history’ of the last 20 inputs 
and a special character box for 
inputting awkward characters. 
We'll be looking at the pro- 
gram in more depth in a future 


issue, and showing you how to 
configure it for your own per- 
sonal requirements. Let "Em Fly 
is freeware, so it costs nothing, 
but will prove a handy utility 
you'll find indispensable. 


In the cryptically named ASSEMBLY folder are three files to go with 
Andrew Gisby's Assembly column in ST Answers this month. STFOOO1A.S 


is the basic compression routine; STFOOOLB.S is a short program which 
uses the STFOOOLA.S source code routine to decompress a picture 
(stfOO001.pc1). Once assembled and executed, it displays the picture, 
waits for a key press and then exits. See page 59 for more details. 


PROBLEMS? 


WHY REGISTER RESCUE? 


1 W's only £2.50. 

2 You're not restricted to the number of times you can access it. 
3 Several functions are enhanced - for instance, the disk 
formatting option is greatly improved (you can select the number of 
tracks and sectors you want to format, for example). You can also 
view a greater number of picture formats with the picture viewer. 
4 You can get even more functions, including a file packer, 
calculator, screen-saver and file deletion. See RESCUE.TXT for full 
details on what's available in the registered version. 

5 The starving programmers will be able to buy a sandwich, and 
you'll have a clear conscience. 


If you can't load, copy or back 
up your Cover Disk, it may be 
faulty. If you think it is, send the 
disk and a padded self- 
addressed envelope to: 

ST FORMAT July Disk Returns, 


PO Box 21, Daventry, NN1 SBU. 
We pay the return postage. 


® Please don't send faulty disks 
to our Bath or Somerton 
offices. We don't keep stocks of 
Cover Disks. 

® if you are having problems 
with a Cover Disk program, re- 


read the instructions and any 
DOC files. If you still have 
problems, call the ST FORMAT 
Cover Disk Hotline on = 01225 
442244 on Wednesdays 
between 2pm and 6pm only. 

® Cover Disks are double-sided. 
lf you have an old STFM and 
can't read the Cover Disk then 
you need to upgrade your ST to 
a double-sided drive. 

® If you have other hardware or 
software queries, contact the 
manufacturer or publisher 
before writing to ST Answers. 
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THE LATEST 


SNIPPETS 


A new release of the Mac : 
emulator for the ST, Spectre GCR, PEX Media is now ¥ ical Gidea i Ae 
is on the way. Spectre GCR was Ne available for the very . xa t 5 
cong lavage volts sonia reasonable sum of £99 yl. led 3 ie 
so a new — and as yet unnamed - (including VAT and carriage). ) 
distributor will be handling the Version 2.13 of the Falcon-only ~— sgeunlyan 
new version, which supports a graphics package offers some ber aah 
more recent Mac operating substantial enhancements over capabilities of 
system (System 7) and colour the version 2.0 (which received APEX Media. No 
Macs. Macs. Keep your eyes peeled for an ST FORMAT Gold when it —_—wonder it scored 
further developments. was reviewed in STF 68). * ee 
The changes include extra 
Lesdijevbi ah oped support for the Matrix TGA and 
manual, has been released as a Screeneye digitiser (STF 65, FLC formats —& 
six-disk set. Send a cheque or 90%) and increased use of the have also coments mecca nneisetein 
postal order for £6.95, made DSP chip to boost speed. The been ee pest He 
payable to T Thomson, to 14 canvas size has been increased $= improved, r 
Lanes End, Totland, Isle of Wight, to a massive 4,096x3,072 increasing compatibility with original installation disk and 
PO39 OAL. If you want to know (memory permitting), and the other platforms. registration card. For more 
more, just send an SAE to the built-in GIF viewers now boast In all, over 30 alterations information, contact Titan 
same address. hardware-scrolling virtual have been made to the pro- Designs on & 0121 6936669 or 
screens, rather than squashin gram. Owners of version 2.0 e-mail David Encill at 
emg sso ae 2 the image to fit. The oat ° can upgrade by returning their 100345,2350@compuserve.com. 
interested to learn about the eee 
Adelaide Atari Computer Club. ~m A 7 a @ 
es... MMs for the Atari 
chance to purchase aide for CD-Recorder enables you to MLURRAUMsa Clits capable of displaying at 
AS$3 each. Contact the club at PO eee eee has announced 600x400 to access all the data 
Box 333, Kent Town, 5071, South | eee the release ofthe and graphics on the CD-ROM. 
Australia for more details. | Atari CD Master, The 600x400 requirement 
a program means everything will be in 
Soetan we eee eet Dir nibh to mono on ae da mat TT and 
ee Wecioes 95. cx cll enable Ataris to Falcon owners can run Afari 
JCA Europe on = 01734 452416. run certain PC CD Master in colour. 
CD-ROMs, Bundled with Atari CD 
Evergiade has moved: its shop is including the Master is Audio CD Master 4.0, 
now located at 10 High Street, Time Almanac of a utility which enables you to 
Nairn, V12 4BJ. Call = 01667 the 1990s. Atari use your CD drive to play 


454933 for more details. CD Master audio CDs in the background. 
*. ime ' enables Ataris It’s All Relative has also 
released the first version of 
CD-Recorder. It enables Falcon 
and TT owners with at least 
4MBytes of RAM, 2GBytes of 
hard drive space and a CD- 
ROM recording device to mas- 
ter their own CDs. 

Finally, the company has 
just launched its own Web 
page, at: http: / /www.charm. 
net; ~toad /iar/iar home.htm. 
You can also e-mail It’s All 
Relative at GREG@GEnie. 
geis.com for more information 
on the company’s products. 


! post at: Camberelystr 27, Wisw's une eas isinlar Bowie 
: which are deadly. There are 74321 Bietigheim, appeared on the Spectrum, Commodore 64 and 
Amstrad CPC between five and ten years ago. 
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Sparky’s World 


emonstrated exclu- 
sively to 5T FORMAT 
at the Spotlight Show 


in London, Sparky's World 
comes from Ninth Wave 
Software. If that name seems 
familiar, it’s probably because 
Ninth Wave was responsible 
for issue 74's Cover Disk stars, 


= aa 


rogue robots to avoid, traps, 
lifts, secret rooms and so on. 
Over 30 levels are planned, 
and each will have a number 
of different exits, making it 
possible to play the game dif- 
ferently each time. 

Sparky's World requires a 
IMByte STE and will feature 
25 frames per second 
fem =scrolling, four-channel 
| stereo sound and sup- 


| port for the Jaguar 


= utor is yet to be con- 
firmed, but there are 
several interested 


i 
| Asana eS a RR Parties currently bid- 
a » = a! I al a 


Goin’ Down and Bombs Away. 
Sparky's World is an 
arcade/adventure platform 


game in which you, as Sparky 
the electrician, must fix prob- 


lems with objects found 
throughout each level. There 
are coins to collect, people to 
meet, tasks to perform, 


lf you're desperate to get hold of 

but don't have access to 
HENSA or a BBS, you can get the 
latest version (0.54) from 

on Disk UTL5102 (£2 

including UK postage). Also on the 
disk is a cut-down version of 
§7-Guide (for viewing the on-line 
documentation), some extra 
GDOS fonts, and a selection of 
background pictures for use on 
Thing's desktop. Floppyshop is on 
7 01224 312756. 


Asgard PD has changed its name 
to and has 
moved to 23, The Sycamores, 
Horbury, Wakefield, WF4 50G. 
Alternatively, call 7 01924 
277600. Disks are £1 each 
{including postage), and its 
summer catalogue is available 
for just 50p. 


asked us to clarify the 
situation regarding 
payment for Sprite 


Works 2 (STF 74, 90%). Cheques 


should be made out to “TA 
King’, and not Ninth Wave. 
Also, you only get the third 
disk if you buy the manual — 
the basic package only com- 
prises disks 1 and 2. Ninth 


Wave is at: 172 Spencers Croft, 


Harlow, Essex, CM18 6]R. 
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All disks from are 
now just 90p each (including 
P&P), thanks to the fact that the 
company has obtained a new 
source for disks. You also get a 
free disk for every two disks 
purchased. Locutus can be 
contacted on 7 0161 498 0716. 


Those of you keen to find out 
more about (STF 74, 
90%) will be pleased to know that 
is distributing a 
demo disk of the package (ask for 
Demo Disk 1). The disk includes a 
demo of the program itself, plus 
four games (including Goin’ Down, 
Bombs Away and Saturn's Rings, 
which were on last month's Cover 
and Wonder Disks). You also get 
several demos, which show off the 
package's power. STeliar is at 
= 01386 840737. 


Powerpad. The distrib- 


Terry King has also 


If you thought all videogame 
mags were the same... 


Th em aga N Me 
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PlayStation 
Magazinegs 


OS are 


INSIDE THE SF TV 
SHOW OF THE ‘90s, 

WITH CREATOR 
Curis CARTER 


PLus: 

SPECIES, 
WATERWORLD, 
CHRISTOPHER 
PRIEST & MORE... 


‘ime QN SALE 22 AUGUST 


ae 


Films, TV, Books, Comics, Video, Models and mere... 
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asteiner is distributing 
the SyQuest E7135, a 
| competitor for the Zip 


drives being distributed by 
HiSoft (see preview on page 24). 
Gasteiner’s version costs £199 
and comes complete with soft- 
ware, one 100MByte 3.5inch 
cartridge, and cables. If you 
don’t — have one, you'll 


need a SCSI interface — such as 
Gasteiner’s Top Link (£59). 

Unlike the Zip drives, the 
EZ135 has 50-way SCSI con- 
nectors and a built-in termina- 
tor, so we believe ST owners 
will be able to use it as their 
sole SCSI device. Contact 
Gasteiner on @ 018] 3456000 
for more information. 


Yet more blasting in Genocide, a new release 


should cost £10. Paradise is rom 
at: PO Box 72, Choriton, 
Manchester, M21 84JT. 


The Falcon-only game Killing 
Impact now has a UK distributor: 
_ Merlin. It will cost £29 - look out 


for a full review soon. 
Merlin is also due to release 


Paradise Scftware: 


version, £24.95. For the latest 
details, contact Merlin on 
= 01452 770133. 


Following the withdrawal of Daze 
Software from the ST market (see 
News, STF 74), 16/32 is now 
distributing Daze's Atari 


System Solutions is now dis- 
tributing a large number of 
Atari CD-ROMs. For starters, 
it has acquired the rights to 
distribute Silmarils’ Falcon- 
only CD-ROM versions of 
Robinson's Requiem and Ishar 3 
(see News, STF 73). 

System Solutions is also 
distributing many serious 
CD-ROMs for the Atari. There 
are several PD and shareware 


collections, including the Atari 


Software Treasury and Atari 
Mega Archive CDs. The com- 
pany is also distributing vari- 
ous font packs, including the 
Whiteline CD series, which 
boasts 300 GDOS and 500 
Calamus fonts, plus many 
shareware and PD programs. 
On top of this are several 
graphics titles — Clip Art con- 
tains over 5,000 monochrome 
images in PCX format, and 
GIFs Galore another 5,000. 
system Solutions has also 
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replaced CGS Computerbild as 
UK distributor for Digital Arts 
products. The price structure 
for these has altered as a 
result. Both DA's Vector (STF 
48,92%) and DA's Picture (STF 
61, 91%) are now £149 each, 
while DA’s Vector Pro (STF 60, 
90% — a demo appeared on 
Cover Disk 64) is £249. There 
are also several competitive 
upgrade options available for 
these art packages — prices 
start at £29.95. 

DA's Layout, a combined 
DTP and graphics package, is 
also being distributed by 
System Solutions. The Light 
version costs just £99, the full 
black-and-white version is 
£359, and the TrueColour 
version is £599. All Digital 
Arts software runs on any 
Atari with at least 2MByte of 
memory (ST users require a 
high-resolution monochrome 
monitor or graphics card). 

All prices 
include VAT 


- game for all 1MByte Ataris. The 
eee the Falcon 


catalogue. This includes the Ishar 
series (each installment costs 
£12.99, or get all three for 
£24), Robinson's Requiem 
(£24) and Stardust (£24). Note 
the end of September - a 
16/32 is also distributing 


the Falcon-only games 


Llamazap (STF 51, 91%), 
Pinball Dreams (STF 68, 80%) 
and Steel Talons (STF 73, 
83%). Contact Nick Harlow on 
= 01634 710788 to order any 
of these products. 


Robinson's Requiem is one of several Daze 
titles now available through 16/32 Systems. 


NET NEWS 

The Atari Web pages are about to undergo 

| some major changes. They'll be going off-line 
for three weeks from 1 September, and then 

| returning in style. A new programmer's section 

will be introduced, and Tony Greenwood will be 

kicking things off with material on STOS. The 

section itself will include news and tutorials. 

The Web pages are accessed at: 

http: ///www.mec.ac.uk/-dims/atari.html, and 

note that Mark's e-mail address will change to: 

dims@nessie.mcc.ac.uk at the same time. 


Computer Direct is the largest independent Atari 
dealer in Canada, and it has just launched its 
own Web page at http:/,//www.worldgate.com/ 
compdirect, for users from all over the world. 


Monday 14 August saw the opening of the UK's 
“biggest walk-in Internet Centre” in Oxford, 


ST FORMAT OCTOBER 


according to The Internet Group, which plans 
further openings in other British high streets. 
Shoppers tired of trawling clothes shops or 
record stores can walk in off the street and 
access the Internet for a few pence a minute. 
There are also other facilities for users, 
including a coffee bar. 

Following the opening in Oxford, centres 
are planned in Leamington, Chelmsford, 
Reading and Watford before Christmas. If you 
want to see what all the Internet fuss is about, 
this sounds like the ideal place to start. 


Users of the shareware program Route Finder 
(version 2 appeared on Cover Disk 66, and 
version 2.1 scored 79% last month) may be 
interested to know that the program has its own 
Internet page. Just point your browser at: 

http: //www.ncl.ac.uk/-nbsh,/ to find out more. 


SsoUE 75 


The powerful vector 
graphics package, 
DA's Vector Pro, is 
now being distributed 
by System Solutions, 
as are several other 


DA products. 


=e “ 4 r 
NEWS DESK 

if you have an Atari-related story of earth-shattering proportions, write 
with details to The News Desk, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, Fath, 


Avon, BAl 28BW. Alternatively, fax us on & O12275 465982 or e-mail 
Nick Poors at nicki stformat.demon.co.tik 


Sun Alllance has tts own world-wide web site for 
customers interested in finding out more about 
the company. Access the site at: 

http: ///www.sunalliance.co.uk/sunalliance/ if 
you need some insurance. 


lf, for some reason, you're worried about health 
and safety, you might relieved to find out that 
the Health and Safety Executive has just 
launched its own page on the Internet. Point 
your browser at: http://www.open.gov.uk/hse/ 
hsehome.htm to find something to fuss about. 


Save animals from persecution and unnecessary 
experiments by supporting the Body Shop. Its 
Web page is at: http:/www.the-body-shop.com 
and issue 2 of its on-line magazine, Body 
Language, is out now. The main article details the 
‘Women's Rights are Human Rights’ campaign. 


we vest IE 


EuroNews... 


Proving that the UK really is part of Europe, 
this month our very own Frank Charlton (of 
Newcastle, England), brings you all the latest 
news from across the Channel. 


HTML Browser update 


ast month we men- colours too, making for a very aclauss@rbg.informatik. p> jedlioaipsiner is raat 
tioned Alexander swish-looking browser. th-darmstadt.de, and HTML working on a much revamped 
L Clauss’ off-line World It still doesn’t handle the Browser now has UK support on version of the old Atari 
Wide Web viewer, HTML on-line side of things, but too, courtesy of Joe Connor at spreadsheet, | DW Power. LDW3 
Frcauser: Alecanclexie still word is that it’s being looked —_—Interactive — drop him a line at cis is many an the ote Ne " 
beavering away with it, and into. You can e-mail jconnor@cix.compulink.co.uk 3) Germany, 


it’s currently at version 0.93. Alexander with suggestions at —_ for more details. 
This version has better colour - — 

and image support, although 
you'll need a Falcon, TT or ST 
with a graphics card to take 
full advantage of the display. 
HTML Browser can now han- 
dle images in up to 256 
greyscales, instead of the 
dithered monochrome display 
of older ver- 

sions. You fal i 
can €ven : ~ 
customise Nahe mmch Deter 
backgrounds image support planned | 


ObjectDesk a 


A new replacement Desktop long names. 2 EIPirive 1.407 
from Hungarian Attila Mezei Object Desk civerive TIF 
is currently in development. is currently ; ein hte 
ObjectDesk differs from alter- being beta-test- , 
natives like Thing and Gemini ed, and UK 

in that Attila has created atrue support is 
object-oriented Desktop. You being lined up. 
can add functions like viewing |§ More news as __ Pere AE ee 
archived files, compiling pro- we see later canted soon, a 5 Dethanp tt enables you to give ilar aii 
gram listings and viewing Versions. meaningful names of up to 31 characters in length. 


images by writing small 
PD OF THE MONTH 


modules to take advantage of | 
ObjectDesk’s built-in objects. 

You could set it up to give you 
a choice of viewers for a 

particular image type, for ! 
example, or so that double- 
clicking on a text file enables 
you to view or edit it. 

We've seen an early ver- 
sion, and it looks set to be 
powerful and straightforward. 
Adding functions to the 
Desktop pop-up menus is easy 
to do, and makes for a very 
customisable environment to 
work in. It also enables you to 
give your files ridiculously 
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12.99 3.99 


DAB = requires of least | mb RAM 
B'S co requires double sided disk drive 


ATARI ST 


CHAMP MANAGER G4ra5 DS (1 MB 
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CORRUPTION 4a 
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ATARI LYNX ROGOSOUASH 12:96 KASUMI MINA (RECOMMENDED MULL MODEM CABLE (25 PIN) 


papier GiEiIBERS BUT YOU GAN GADER AS YOU JOR? 


Each iseue indudes £15 of now XS Savers. Members ane under no obligation 
Al prices include VAT and caniage io MOST UK mainland addresses. 


APE 15.35 ROBOTAON sles 12 FOR AGES 170) 99 [TO CONNECT TWO MACHINES TOGETHER 
BASKETBRAWL a STUN, ER 599 PINGALL FANTASIES... 39.39 | AOA HEAD-TO-HEAD GAMES a8 Overseas orders must be pald by credit card 
Seiad ese ncnibarlite en htc THE BEAST Er] — RDAIVE RALLY 0898 Pe An CONNECT ST OF AMIGA Hardware items (battery or mains) ane only supplied to the UK mainland 
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Enter membership number (if applicable) or 


JOYSTICK OF WITH 
FOOTPEDAL ... 12.99 
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349.99 


*NCAM DIGITAL STEREO 

‘ADJUSTABLE SOUND f 
DEFLECTORS 

* BUILT IN STEREO 
SPEAKERS 

— + TELETEXT 


NOKIA NICAM STEREO TV 214.99 
| WITH NIGAM STEREO AND TELETEXT 


NOKIA SCART TV ... ... ...159.99 
WITHOUT NICAM STEREO OR TELETEXT 


SCART LEAD - ATARI ST TO MOST TV'S 
ISCART LEAD - ATARI ST TO PHILIPS TV 
SCART LEAD JAGUAR TO TV WITH SCART 
IRF LEAD - TV TO COMPUTER (2 METRES): 
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| AND COMPUTER pe 
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MOUSE MAT WITH SPONGE BACKING ...4.99 
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FOUR PLAYER JOYSTICK ADAPTOR: 
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SEGA RF INTERFACE CONNECTS SATURN 
AF INTERFACE FOR SATURN CONNECTS 
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Yes, | want to own this legendary beat-'em-up... 


Please send me a copy of Street Fighter 2 for the special STFORMAT § Customers outside the UK please add £4 for overseas delivery. 
—! price of £9.99 (including UK postage and packaging). | enclose a 
ae cheque payable to Future Publishing Limited for that amount, if you wish to order by credit card or have any queries, please ring 
together with this completed form. our hotline on = 01225 822511. 
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Address: .......ccccsecseeses ER ME OL DO M2 oly ne I Rect OI FREEPOST (BS4900), Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR 


Offer closes Monday 9 October 1995 
Po PT ee Ce er ee ee Fiease tek the box if you do not with to receive {i ct mail fram other companies 
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uality applications 
at knockdown 
prices, useful 
utilities and great 
games, fonts, clip-art, data files 
and ‘try before you buy’ 
software... the PD and share- 
ware scene really does provide 
‘power without the price’. 
Over the past ten years it has 
grown to such an extent that 
most ST users rely on several 
shareware and PD utilities. 
Public domain programs 
are just such great value. PD 
and freeware applications are 
available for just the price of a 
disk, or a phone call to your 
favourite BBS, while shareware 
programs typically cost £5-15 
to register. And remember, you 
only have to pay up if you find 
a program useful — if it doesn't 
do what you want, you're not 
out of pocket. 
The range of applications 
is staggering, too. There are 
utilities to solve just about 


os 


every problem y | Gan Tithe 
iné, mainstrear pplications 
such as word processors, / 
spreadsheets and graphic 
packages, games to play and 
images to admire. Most of the 
day-to-day ‘chores’ of ST life 
aren't big enough or glam- 
orous enough to attract com- 
mercial programmers, but if 


There’s no denying 
the quality, variety 
and practicality of 
PD and shareware 


you cast about the shareware 
scene, you'll almost always 
find something to make life 
easier. If there’s something 
specific or awkward you want 
to do with your ST, chances 
are there’s a PD program to 
help you along. 


Many of today’s top 
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authors began by program- 
ming PD or shareware soft- 
ware. For example, Douglas 
Little of Black Scorpion 
Software coded the excel- 
lent shareware graphics 
viewer, Photochrome. He's 
now writing Jaguar games. 
Likewise, Peter Zetterburg 
of UDS (producer of 
Obsession and SubStation), 
wrote the tennis game 
Smash Hit (Cover Disk 67). 

There's no denying the 
quality, variety and practi- 
cality of PD and shareware 
software. This month we've 
picked out the best pro- 
grams in twelve different 
categories. Choosing the 
winners was very difficult, 
but — after much debate — 
here are 50 ‘must-have’ pro- 
grams that everyone can 
afford. For once, the scales 
are tipped in your favour — 
so make the most of this 
great software. 


_ The ST shareware 
scene is thriving, so 
save yourself a 


packet with our guide 


to the 50 best PD 
and shareware 
programs. Andy 
_ Curtis weighs up the 
contenders. 


‘Public domain’ software is 
released in several ways: 


programs aren't charged for 
and can be copied freely, as long as the 
author's conditions are adhered to (this 
usually means keeping all the files 
together, and not altering them in any 
way). in its strictest 
sense, Is freeware without the copyright, 
so you can do what you like with it. 
programs are distributed via 
the same channels, but on a ‘try before 
you buy’ basis. Some authors rely on 
your honesty, while others restrict their 
programs, forcing you to pay for a key 
to unlock their full potential. 
is an increasingly 
popular variation on the shareware 
theme. You pay a little over the odds for 
the software, usually an extra 50p or 
£1, and that extra amount goes directly 
to the author. You cannot copy or 
distribute licenceware programs — the 
program you purchase is for your 
private use only. 
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! e| ai | text with | i | erGEM | e 
An excellent word processor i *) Spiritia Chersies 1.2m | +4 pictures ! ‘4 


with many powerful features, | oe ieee |} and sound | A MultiMedia Database 
Marcel isa true GEM program | be ee nich eg fem apticaiion. | |} samples, | By Tim Raine. Version 1.0] 
with a user-friendly drop- F mith frined. | HyperGEM 


Setrinta § ight Lod byl 27S 
down menu system. You could | “Tiftetath, omen a is ideal for = 


easily mistake it for a commer- | | tortie capaegOt S98 by ma, writing interactive packages, but it does enable 
cial program, and the 45,000- permission Os ranted for iia | manuals or news- you to produce good-looking, 
word spell checker is a big | APNE beer fer pratt ‘4 letters. Itrunsinhigh — well-laid-out documents with 
bonus. Registration is just $15, , : = resolution and the the minimum of fuss. So, 
putting the full version within menu, 5piritEd is at hand any simple point-and- where's that poster? 
everyone's reach. time you need to create a text click interface makes 
file. Whether you're jotting creating and using 
.veres down a last-minute shopping HyperGEM docu- 3 + 
There are many shareware text _ list, or making the most of a ments a breeze. All the text on the screen uses 
: : | TAe sHsfen Feat 
editors, but Everest comes up moment of poetic inspiration, 
head and shoulders above the the sheer handiness of SpiritEd ,aS) xT 
rest. It’s simple, reliable and can’t be overstated. Easy Text is a simple ) 55°F exanple of text using 
well-supported, and its drop- ies GDOS-based DTP gbos fe Rs aee ee See 
down menus and ability to ray Pp! Pia lV : package. It's not as ae Serv TEXT con ingore 
handle multiple files make it A complete hypermedia pack- powerful as the stiy.-.-8eerF 
friendly and versatile. Whether age which enables you to mix commercial DTP 


you are programming, editing 
configuration files or writing 
documentation, Everest makes 
the job simple, straightforward 
and even pleasurable. 


SpiritEd loads as an Accessory 
at boot-up. As long as you're 
using a program that gives 
you access to the Accessories 
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ee ‘Ortabeaes ial. Sweet libraries. Its edit pages have 
Octalyser was the first eight- been disabled, but it is still a 
channel MOD saved It also ‘Lite’ version putt PD very usable sequencer. 


Soundlab 
Soundlab is a fully featured 
| Soe it tet al {13445 sample manipulator. It 
cvenest b | display, coupled ait L — | | ! a | doesn't have stereo capa- 
Ce LL site alt Wart Gebel ameprtare ht all per tarde with advanced i : at il i te ” ! : ; 1 : bilities, but it supports 
€ Cn aa. ame g{1}| sample tuning, enables you 
) mis file ta make it a “must is “hil Al ihe al 4 ; : | to alter the sample rate, and 
ee | have’ program for | = fear ary) | "av am =] (| even samples directly if you 
S Milt exo | MOD entiisiasts ti have the correct cartridge: 
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This 
excellent 
program 

enables you to com- 
bine text, pictures and sound 
eftects, to the obvious delight 
of children everywhere. It's 
easy to create your own stories 
or demonstrations, although 
you'll need to 
prepare your 
pictures and 
samples exter- 
nally. That's easy 
enough when 
you have 
Soundlab and 
Crackart, also in 
our Top 50. 


Crackart has long been regard- 
ed as the best shareware art 
package. Its main attraction is 
the cleverly designed drawing 
tools, which enable you to 
create images quickly and 
easily, and also provide 
in-depth image editing 
facilities. Crackart is slightly 
limited by the 512-colour 
palette, but its functionality 
makes it a clear winner. 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF LAPD | 


When you think of a PD Library, what's the 


image that springs to mind? An Armani-suited 
exec checking his Swiss bank account, or a 
bearded individual fighting off sleep deprivation 
as he copies one last floppy? PD libraries and 
their Ubrarians are | sterie to most of us: 
seine ound Gari be bi cates ESET 

_ So what's the truth behind the general 
perception of PD? ST FORMAT, in the form of 
Frank Chariton and Andy Curtis, recently spent 
a day with LAPD's Leigh Cauldwell and Clive 
Booth, and found out exactly what they do. 
LAPD is run from two locations in darkest 
Derbyshire, using two STFMs, two STEs, two 
Falcons and a smattering of PC equipment. We 
- settled into Leigh's comfy chair and started 
_ firing off questions. 


stf: So, how did you get started? 
_ LAPD: We were initially just two rompu 


enthusiasts with a mutual passion for the ST. We 
had both built up personal collections of PD, and 
this interest made us decide to expand our 
| ions and offer them to other users. Once 
we had about 100 disks, we launched LAPD. 
That was back in 1990. 

ing a tidy 


estab tale ads ne 
LAPD: No! We don't nun LAPD as a profit-making 
business at all. Both of us have full-time jobs t 
earn a living. If we did this to earn a wage, we 
couldn't have lasted. As it is, we're lucky enough 
to have the time to run the Library as a non- 


The profit question is a common one - 
everyone who sees the work involved can't 
bette we eK watent inaking mxxey for 

yes. Even the Inland Revenue couldn't 
understand Win) We'd nant 6 0k 
stf: So how can you devote enough time to 
running LAPD if you're both working full-time? 
mortem ielee Patent tole 
us is nearly always on hand. Pi aes 
organised things so either of us can handle | 
orders. We each have a full set of master disks 
and access to our customer database, and we 
peplicracslingoas dopa Aesbenesg 
pol saehenseiy 
LAPD: It varies - anything from three or four 
hours upwards to a full day. If we have more 


Movie Master 1s a low resolu- 
hon animation program. It 
must be run from floppies, and 
the emphasis is on creating 
rolling demos rather than 
interactive applications, but 
it’s a real pleasure to work 
with. It won't turn you into 
Tex Avery, but it should enable 
you to create entertaining 

with the obligatory 


GEM View enables you to view 
images and convert them into 
any picture format native to 
your ST. It can also deal with 
pictures from other platforms. 
Features include picture crop- 
ping, re-scaling and dithering, 
and it’s invaluable if you're 
into image-based activities, 
such as DTP. 


Otherwise known a Persistence 
of Vision, this awesome ray- 
tracing program produces 
stunning images. It is available 
_ for many computer plat- 
eet) forms, including the ST. 

[| Pictures are constructed by 
| compiling a picture script, 
| which is then processed 
| and rendered by POV. The 
| example scripts are fun, 
| and there are many other 
| scripts available on BBSs 
| or from PD libraries. 


weekends. Running the library usually eats away 


most of our free time. 


stf: So why bother, if it takes so much time? 
LAPD: Things are much bigger than when we 
started - we never imagined it'd grow the way it 
has. We have so many loyal customers we 
couldn't close if we wanted to. Actually, we 
thought about it a while back. We stopped 
advertising for a few months, to see if orders 
would tail off. They never did, and we're still as 
busy as we ever were. It'd be hard to stop now, 
we enjoy it too much. 
stf: In ST FORMAT's Feedback pages recently, 
Late was one of the voices raised against 
npilation’ disks, where PD is packed 
te oget er. Ranch es coftinae can be conel 
freely, so what's your problem? 


Working double time: ‘Clive Booth (left) and Leigh 
‘Cauldwell, the ST enthusiasts behind LAPD. 


Procalc 

Procalc has all the standard 
features of a hand-held 
calculator, plus many scientific 
functions. It loads as an 
Accessory at boot-up, enabling 
you to call it up for a calcula- 
tion quickly. Procale can be 
operated with either the 


4 utosort 

The order in which your Auto 
folder programs run can be 
crucial, so sometimes you need 
to move things around. 
Autosort will re-order your 
Auto folder quickly and effi- 
ciently. It waits till you have 
moved all the programs before 
it re-orders them, and works 
on both hard and floppy 
drives. It’s simple, it’s neat and 
it’s extremely useful. 


Turbo 407 

Turbo 407 help you to create a 
fast and reliable reset-proof 
RAM disk which will not let 
you down. An easy config 
program runs that first time 
you boot with Turbo and 
enables you to specify which 


drive letter the RAM disk uses, 


and how big it should be. 


. “hameler Th 


in this way can also be 
unloaded if you want to put 
something else in the 
Chameleon slot. 


i 1,7, | 
a ei 


Rather than twiddling your 
thumbs during print runs, 
use GEM Spool to interrupt 
the printer messages and 
spooling the job to disk. You 
can then carry on working 
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while your document is 
printed in the background. 
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mouse or the numeric keypad. 
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Chameleon siabbis you to 
load Accessories into the 
Accessory menu without 
re-booting. You can use 
several copies (each 
named differently) to cre- 
ate a number of flexible 
accessory slots in the 
menu. Accessories loaded 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF LAPD (continued) 


LAPD: The problem arises when the compilers 
don't acknowledge the original authors. They 
bung a selection of games or music on a disk 
with their own title screen, and often strip 
original documentation and credits out to 
squeeze as much as possible on the disk. We 
believe the authors deserve the credit, not the 
libraries or disk compilers. We leave all files 
intact, even the foreign README files, unless an 
author tells us we can remove them. 

The other problem is that sometimes 
unscrupulous parties buy a batch of disks and 
pass them off as their own with no further work 
on their part. Recently we had a call from a guy 
complaining about missing files from a disk. 
He'd bought them from a computer show in 
London, and we don't sell at shows. It turned out 


someone had sold these disks with our custom 
LAPD boot sector and stuff still on, so the guy 
came back to us when they didn't work. 

stf: So you do provide support, then? 

LAPD: Yes. Both of us spend hours giving help 
and advice, even when people haven't bought 
anything. Clive even had a guy in his house half 
the day testing stuff, and he left with a single 
disk. We like the community feeling though, and 


being able to put something back is nice. 

stf: And the future? 

LAPD: We'll be here. We're pushing the 

licenceware element too, as it means the 

programmers get something back, and we just 

got an Internet connection too, so we can keep 

on top of new releases, and stay in touch with 

our customers and contacts across the World. 
Interview by FRANK CHARLTON 


If you've toyed with the idea that running a PD library is easy, take a look 
at a typical day in the life of LAPD... 


07:00 
07:10 


08:30 
08:31 
08:35 
09:00 


15:00 
17:00 


Clive picks up the day's mail from the Post Office Box. 

Clive opens the mail, and adds any new orders and customer details to their 
database, making sure it’s bang up to date. 

The database spits out a list of today’s orders, which is faxed to Leigh. 

Leigh gets to grips with his section of the day's orders, some tea and cake. 
Clive polishes off his portion of the orders. While the two are working independently, 
there can be up to eight computers running. 

Reply to letters, respond to queries, check disks submitted to library and 
acknowledge receipt to senders. Phone and fax orders come in though the day, too 
Off to the Post Office with a bulging sack of mail. 

The peak time for telephone queries. 


If there's any free time, it's devoted to checking new programs, updating catalogues, preparing 
ads, polishing the jet-ski... 
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FEATURE fe 


Sagrotan Selectric 
Sagrotan recognises an ever- Selectric replaces the GEM file 
growing list of boot sectors selector, enabling you to copy, 
and alerts you each time it move, delete and rename files. 
Fast Copy 3 can choose which set of finds one, either reassuring As an added bonus, you can 
| Used throughout accessories and Auto folder you that the disk is good or also create new folders as you 
y the world for programs you want loaded. warning you of a possible save or load. Selectric makes it 
4% copyingand This enables you to use differ- virus. Users can add any new easy to move up and down 
formatting ent boot sets for different boot sectors to the list, then your folders quickly, and once 
disks, Fast kinds of work, and to avoid distribute the new version. you're in the right place you 
Copy is as near programs that clash. Superboot Because it can be expanded, can almost always locate a file 
to an industry standard as you _—_ does its job very well indeed, Sagrotan is future-proof, and by typing the first two or three 
_ are likely to get. It's also one of —_and it even lets you display a it’s the best shareware answer letters of its name. It also sup- 
the most useful and reliable picture during boot-up. to the virus problem. ports wildcards. 
utilities of all time. Fastcopy 3 sn Be 
is PD, but many people like it Selectric 
so much they buy the commer- ae IC 
cial version, Fastcopy Pro, 
which has even more features. 
: 
Elf Backup = 
The shareware solution to your a 
hard drive backup problems is 


Elf Backup. It's simplicity itself 


to use, and enables you to back — See 3 7 n O | i n | 
up files, folders or whole ui i : TH =.& II FI 1 | d 7 f | | S. 
a esp act lions Compression and encodl 
facility for time-saving rer 

incremental backups (rather LHare & ST Zip 

than backing up everything, XATOMIK CRUNCHER3 BY ALTAIR 

the program simply copies #y3, 6 Po iota on: 23/2/98 Fite: SSE. 

across the files that have : mgs Tae ircsipcaes snap Eee 
changed since the last backup). — 
Superboot : CRUNCH PARAMETERS, 

If you use a hard drive, alT Fi | 

Superboot is a necessity. It inter-  UNPACKER PROGRAM. Esscode 

rupts the boot process so you NOM WARP 3 COMPATIBLE! 


File Sizer TSUN. Files Leftc 1006 Factor 100) Flesep ®L. 
Press “Wade” keg te short, 


If you've just finished a piece of 
software and you'd like to share it 
with other ST owners, there's more 
| than one way to go about it. In fact, 
| you have four choices: 


This won't make you rich, but if you 
| just want to share your creation with the 
| masses, this is a swift way to do it. Anyone can 
| copy and distribute the program, but you retain 
the full copyright. This means no-one else can 
modify it or claim ownership, and you still hold 
the rights to it. 


Atomic 3.6 


Like freeware, public domain 
software is freely distributable. However, you 
waive your rights to the program's copyright. 
Effectively, anyone can do what they want with 
the program. 


Alternatively, you can release your 
work on the understanding that if someone finds 
it useful, they should send you a donation. This 
doesn't need to be money — blank disks, video 
sending out upgrades can become a bit of a 
bind, though, so don't promise the earth. 


if you want to get some reward for 
your work, but can't face the hassle of 
distribution, you can release it as licenceware - 
usually through a PD library. When the library 
sells your program, generally for £3-10, it 
sends you a percentage of the fee and keeps a 


General Hints 
Each version of TOS has its own 


the programming material you can lay your 
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Cardfile 
Hick Z Piers 
tdd Digewastagger Court 
Bal terse! 1 lie 
simplicity and eae 
flexibility. The ‘fone Phone: §858 277 TH 
fields are sensi- | 
bly laid out and 
search operations 
are as easy as 
typing in the first 


few letters of a 
name. You can 


futtralia 


DB Master One 
DB Master One is a straight- 


led 


program. There are 
no startling 
features or hidden 
tricks with DB 
Master One, it's just 
solid, adaptable 
and dependable. 


ST Diary 
More than just a 
diary program, ST 
Diary enables you to organise 
your life. It has lots of extras, 


Closed 


_ 


also sort records forward user-configurable including flexible calendars 

by user-defined database. It has been around and conversion charts, and is 
COMP category, enabling you tosepa- § for a long while, but still holds = wrapped up ina nice GEM 
Compact Office Management rate friends from clients, or its head up high as an effective | environment, making it a real 
Program is a serious attempt to customers from suppliers. and Highly configurable joy to use. ie 
address the many different — - 
needs of a small business in 


one easy-to-use management 
package. Features include an 
address database, cashflow 
analysis, debt letter printing, 
VAT calculating and invoicing; 
it even has a typewriter 
module. If you need a bit of 
everything, there is nothing 

to beat COMP. 


Opus 

Opus is a fully featured 
spreadsheet system that makes 
use of GDOS for good-looking 
printouts. It includes advanced 
calculation facilities and pre- 
sents you with a wealth of 
configuration options. It’s cer- 
tainly the best shareware 
spreadsheet system, and rivals 
many commercial offerings. 


Cardfile 

Cardfile is a straightforward 
address and telephone number 
database that scores on 


Bro 


hands on - there are plenty of text files 
available. STOS programmers should be 
especially careful, as STOS is notorious for 


compatibility problems. If possible, compile your 


STOS code on an STE - then STFM and STE 
users can run it. For TOS versions like 2.06 and 
Falcon TOS, it’s handy to distribute a copy of 
STOSFIX3 with your work, so users can patch it 
for themselves. However, don't release a pre- 
patched version, as it probably won't work with 


Most programmers hate writing 
manuals, so why not get a friend involved? 
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Often he or she can explain things much more 
clearly from a user's point of view, and well- 
written documentation will mean people are 
much more likely to use your work. 


Make sure your work is thoroughly 
tested before release — you'll have less work to 
do later sorting bugs out. if you've got a 


modem, ask about for people to test your work. 


Try local user groups, or even advertise for 
testers on the ST FORMAT Reader Ads page. 


lf you're releasing 
, ©, think about added incentives for 
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users to register. Nice ideas include enhanced 
versions, printed manuals, extra utilities or even 
the full source code for your program. If users 
feel they're getting more goodies, they're much 
more likely to stump up the cash. 


When you're ready to release your masterpiece, 
send it to as many PD libraries as possible, with 
an explanatory letter. Get your work on to the 
BES network and the Internet - if you can't do it 
yourself, find someone to help. And don't forget 
to send a copy to us, addressed to: PD and 
Shareware Reviews, ST FORMAT, Future 
Publishing, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BAl 2BW. 
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Teradesk has occupied ‘Bttesa, tetarls 
the privileged position | 


A Jr vtee eer vteebel > die 
You) Keven re Document of ‘best PD desktop’ | ang reli TN? ag 18, igh reared 
ea at 3 a ie ee for some months now, rtesSM ter > 13 
\ sePcona By splaver ; : | y ideal st’ 
ae fe cs It’s easy icon system = 
Wlanual This classic program can and ability to load text 
Itisnmosecret — display any text file, even one files into your 
that the with extremely long lines favourite editor make 
= manual Atari (such as a program listing). it a joy to use, and 
seni with your You can move through the Teradesk has proven 
ST is less than wonderful. Your § document using the arrow itself to be completely 
- Second Manual is a complete keys, or simply by moving the reliable. Frugal on 
and exhaustive account of mouse. The sheer speed of memory but big on fea- | 
what your ST cando, and how Revenge Document Displayersets tures, Teradesk is now bisptatina fer 24 gies __ 
you can make it do it. Even it out from the competition. compatible with multi- | ferer _ eSeb28h2 a 
better, it is written in easy-to- ¥ +e tasking systems. \Eberr Adult, 
understand language that lfomshell pi "Vala —____4[_ta 4] rrr 
won't scare away beginners If you need to run batch files, [Idealist ce) 
and less technically-minded or perform a multitude of Idealist enables you to E 
readers. Load it into Revenge other command-line-based print out large text files vers and typefaces are includ- 
Document Displayer (also in our operations, Tomshell is the in small type. It uses columns, ed, and the whole program is 
Top 50), and away you go. utility for you. It comes with a saving you paper and printer beautifully presented in a win- 
. commented time. A number of printer dri- dowed GEM environment. 
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FALCON PD AND SHAREWARE TOP TEN 


Since the Falcon030's launch, the PD and here, but you can treat your machine to some in no particular order, here are ten great pieces 
shareware market has brought us some stirring great stuff ST software too. For example, the of Falcon PD and shareware: 
stuff. Falcon-specific games were initially a bit Freedom file selector, the replacement Desktop 
thin on the ground, but there some cracking Thing and the comms package ConNect really SToop: Brilliant hard drive boot manager that 
programs to be had now, and any good library shine on the more powerful machine. does absolutely everything. 
will have a Falcon section. Without PD, the Falcon wouldn't be 

We've concentrated on Falcon-only software anywhere near as enjoyable to use as it is. So, APEX File Viewers: The best image and 

animation viewers for the Falcon. 


Tautology 2: Maddeningly addictive TrueColour 
Shanghai game from the Reservoir Gods. 


Go wee . ee el |} Backward 3: The ultimate tool for opening up 

“ising evoer nd Iecrface [C= lfo___—_——intormtion || _—_those classic ST games. 
JPEGD: Brainstorm's DSP loader for JPG images 
even works with GEMView and imageCopy. 


cei i rs os 5 os a ans es Sooo EKOSys demo: Show off the power of your 
Falcon with this impressive demo. 


Backward 3: without a doubt, the best tool for $T BobTracker offers superb sound quality and plays 

compatibility, especially if you have a lot of ST games. almost every MODule format you can find. BobTracker: Black Scorpion's small but 
perfectly-formed Tracker MOD player offers 
excellent sound quality. 


Towers 2: The shareware demo of this 3D role 
player has enough in it to keep you going for 
quite a while. 


FalconSX: Change your Falcon's settings on the 
fly for maximum compatibility. 


Videl Inside: Excellent screen expander and 
— virtual screen manager for all monitors. It gives 
Tautology 2 plays a mean game, especially when you've One of the few software screen expanders to work well you massive resolutions. 
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Drachen, or Dragon in English, 
is a game of pairs. Sounds sim- 
ple, huh? Wrong. Tiles are laid 
across each other and stacked 
up. Each contains a Chinese 
design, and you have to 
remove them in matching 
pairs — the object is to remove 
them all. This is a simple 
game, in essence, but one 
which will provide you with 
many hours of frustration. 


This is the ever-popular Tetris, 
reworked for low resolution 
colour on your ST. Blocks fall 
down the screen, and you have 
to get rid of them by building 
horizontal lines. Completed 
lines disappear; if you get too 
far behind and the grid fills 
up, the game is over. If you 
manage to keep the blocks at 
bay, the game speeds up to 
increase the challenge. 


This program gives you three 
patience games, including the 
classic solitaire game. It really 
is just a question of sticking at 
the task till you finally get all 
the suits lined up in order. A 
number of options enable you 
to make the games easier or 
more difficult. 


Othello games have, in the 
past, been somewhat easy to 
beat. All that stops with STello. 


We'd like to thank those who 
helped us to produce this Top 50 
list, particularly Leigh and Clive 
from LAPD who worked extensively 
with us. Thanks also to James 
Matthews of Power PD and Colin 
Fisher-McAllum of 42 BBS for their 
excellent contributions, and to Nick 
Peers for writing the introduction. 


LAPD = 01773 01773 761944 
Power PD = 01622 763056 
| 42 BBS 01256 895106 (modem) 


The computer opponent plays 
to win, and will surprise even 
the most competent Othello 
player. If you're used to the 
Reversi Accessory, this version 
will make you wake up and 
smell the coffee. 


an intriguing blend of role 
playing and adventure. As you 
move through a 3D maze, you 
have to make sense of the things 
you find and the characters 

you meet. Eventually, if you 
persevere, you'll find the exit. 


game: hit the ball to remove 


the blocks that litter the screen. 


The animation is smooth, and 
the surprises regular. It only 
runs in high resolution, but is 
so packed with features that 
it's worth using Sebra if you 


only have a colour monitor. 

Super Break Out comes with a 

full level editor, enabling to 

create extra levels. $ 


This PD Arkanoid clone is 
essentially a bat-and-ball 


This is the original version of 
Dungeon Master, and it delivers 
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Ozone is a delightful platform game — it looks 
more like a full commercial offering than a 
shareware game, and is bursting with colour 
and cheerful music. As usual, your cute charac- 
ter has to pick up objects and jump around plat- 
forms, but don’t be deceived, there is danger 
eae at every turn. 


These are two absolutely classic role-playing 
adventure games. In the first adventure you, a 
wheelchair-ridden Grandad, go off on the quest 
for the holey vest; in the second you are in 
search of sandwiches. It sounds silly, but great 
graphics and a wonderful sense of humour 


make ee enjoyable romps. 


What can we say about Llamatron that hasn‘t 
been said before? It’s a mad, manic shoot-’ ‘em- 
up, and it has llamas. Eye-bli i 
and crazy sound combine to make this one of 
ee net Ceneemialy foes 
long as you can, rescue all the 

se snd You mony juat peeved: 


Starball is a first-rate pinball game that runs on 
any Atari. The ball movement is realistic, there 
are three wacky bonus levels to discover, and 

you can even tilt the table when it all goes 
horribly wrong. Starball is a cascade of colour 
and explosive sound effects that will have you 
Se ee 


| PR | ZIP DRIVES 


Zip drives -— everyone's talking 
about them, and we've got one. 
Frank Charlton previews 
_-. an exciting new 
© storage 
technology. 


ip drives are almost 


Star Trek technology. 
Tiny boxes capable this power supply 
of storing 1OOMByte should not from the Zip 
of data on a little disk, they be a problem itself when you 
run at near hard drive speeds. unless you have need to switch off. 
Zip technology has been billed _a lot of other Constant plug-jiggling 
by some as the future replace- devices already con- isn’t a recipe for healthy 
ment for floppy systems, and nected. sockets, and a tiny switch 
rumours abound that they may somewhere would have 
be built into new machines as Plug and Play improved matters. 
standard. Overhyped and Oddly, the Zip doesn’t have a Once the Zip is active, 
underpowered, or a genuinely power switch — as soon as the inserting a disk is as easy as 
useful piece of kit? Let's see... external power supply is using a floppy drive. However, 
plugged in, the Zip switches the disks are ejected via an 
Zippidy doodah on. Okay, lomega wanted to electronic, rather than a 


Removable media systems 
have existed for years, in the 
shape of SyQuest drives — but 
SyQuests are quite bulky, and 
the cartridges are expensive. 
The Zip drive is small and 
portable, making it a viable 
storage option even for laptop 
users. It's also a lot less expen: SEES aSSes : " SErrrrsssssrrsissssssrsrsssss 
sive than a SyQuest. | | TOMEGA ZIP 160 ater! aT tes 
The drive itself comes ina | | SCSI Enbedded RCTOPS seen 
plastic case which didn’t strike SSE Divsesinnssetsnte | | ee ree ceed 
us as being particularly well | | HeadSsrcensavevneescens M48 d 
built, but the drive is surpris- | Cylinders. ‘Hed Pspemeticecn sh | 
ingly light because of it. The SOeET wa 
Zip disks are only slightly 
wider than a floppy, and about 
one and a half times as thick. 


Any hard drive software will partition your Zip disks - we used ICD Pro and several others. 


Actually, they look very simi- 

lar to floppies, complete witha —_ keep the size of the drive mechanical, mechanism, so the 
spindle wheel on the back and down, but was leaving the power needs to be on to 

a sliding hatch. power switch off a wise idea? remove a disk. 

Hooking the Zip 100 up to We don’t think so. If your Your ST treats the Zip just 
your ST or Falcon is simple. To —_— mains connections are tucked like a hard drive. Disks need to 
get round the 25-way ports away right under a desk like be formatted, but you use hard 
lomega have chosen to use, ours, it means unplugging the —_drive software rather thana 
HiSoft supplies a 25 
to 50-way connector. 

Attaching the Zip to 


an Atari which does- 
n't already have a 
device connected 
means using a stan- 
dard DMA cable, or 
SCSP cable for 
Falcons. If you want 
to add the Zip to an 
existing device chain, 
you'll need an ordi- 
nary SCSI to SCSI 
cable. The Zip can 
only be configured 
as ID 5 or 6, but 


——— 
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specific program. Once format- 
ted, Zip disks are partitioned 
like a hard drive. Although the 
specs talk about 100MByte 
disks, that’s the unformatted 
capacity — a formatted Zip disk 
actually provides about 
95MByte of usable space. 

We used the Zip with an 
ST (as a secondary drive) and 
a Falcon (as a secondary drive, 
and as a boot drive). 
Unfortunately, ST owners can’t 


use the Zip as a boot drive (see 


the Terminate! 


Terminate! ‘ from the Zip at 
ar ei Unfortunately, all - something 
out why). on a, ou certain! 
Asanadd. 22 OWNers can’t ies =< 7B 
on to eae use the Zip as a the SyQuest 
norma! 1: mechanisms. 
drive, the Zip is boot drive SyQuests 
perfect for also have an 
backups. It’s almost as fastasa odd ejection system, where an 
‘real’ hard drive, and a few LED will cycle from red to 
disks should be enough to green, telling you when it’s 
back up almost anyone's drive. _ safe to spit the cartridge out. 
Any backup utility will work, The Zip ejects in less than half 
and HiSoft is adding direct Zip _a second, and with no fuss. 
support to the forthcoming Zip drives have built-in 
release of Diamond Back (at the power-saving circuitry, too. 
moment, HiSoft's hard drive When no disk access has 
utility treats the Zip as a hard occurred for a while, the drive 


drive. It can’t eject the disk 
when it's full, so you need to 
back it up in chunks). 

Since the Zip is a regular 
SCSI drive, you can quite hap- 
pily use it with any of the hard 
drive software available. We 
tested it with ICD Pro, AHDI 
6.061 and HD Driver, and it 
performed without a hitch 
with all three. While 
we looked at it we re- 
partitioned the disk a 
lot, and generally sub- 
jected it to far more use 
and abuse than it 


Hard Disk C: Yolune: 


Hard Disk 0: Volume: 
Hard Disk E: Volume: 
Hard Disk Fi Volume: 
Hard Disk G: Volune: = 


EB sige Disk Partition ~f 


Any normal backup program, such as Diamond Back, can be used with the Zip drive. 


would experience normally. 
Not once did we encounter 
any bad sectors or physical 


disk problems — an impressive 


feat considering our Zip (plus 

disk) had already been to 

numerous shows with HiSoft. 
The drive itself is almost 


deathly quiet. Most hard drive 


noise tends to come from the 
drive's fan, which the Zip 
doesn't have. Even in a quiet 
room with nothing but an ST 
turned on, we struggled to 
hear any noise 


goes into dormant mode, 
using less power. Accessing 
the disk starts it up again, and 
only adds a half-second or so 
of delay. 


Password, please 
Zip drives support extra SCSI 
commands to write-protect 
and password-protect disks 
(there isn’t a write- 
protect tab). HiSoft is 
currently finishing an 
XControl CPX module 
to do all of this, which 
| will be ready by the 


Be " ne 


ao "= 


time the Zips go on sale. The 
latest versions of ICD's soft- 
ware will apparently support 
these commands, but HiSoft is 
the only retailer currently 
working on custom software 
to run with any hard drive 
driver software. 

For the price, the Zip pro- 
vides tremendous value per 


megabyte. We're expecting the 


basic drive, including one disk, 


to cost £179. Extra disks cost 
£15.95 each, but are further 
discounted when you buy sev- 
eral at once. 

If you're looking at the Zip 
as a back-up device for a hard 
drive, it’s superb — fast, hassle- 
free and easily expandable. As 
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an alternative to a hard drive, 
it works very well — it’s not as 
fast, but it’s much easier to 
add capacity. If you damage a 
disk — and they seem robust 
enough — you've only lost £15 
rather than a whole drive. 
Despite some reservations 
about the case quality — one 
gets the impression lomega 
has built down to a price 
rather than up to a specifica- 
tion — we like the Zip drive a 
lot. These things are selling 
faster than lomega can make 
them, and they bring remov- 
able-media technology down 
to a price we can all seriously 
think about. Look out for the 
definitive review soon. stf 


aren't active in the Zip drives. As a 
result, you can't connect a Zip 
drive to an ST unless you already 
have a device using the SCSI bus. 
So, if you have a hard drive or 
CD-ROM connected to your host 
You won't be able to buy a Zip to 
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connecting SCH equipment to your ST. 
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THE UPGRADE SHOP 


All prices include VAT @ 17.5% but exclude delivery, Orders can be placed by telephone quoting credit card details or by mail order. 
Please make cheques and postal orders payable to "THE UPGRADE SHOP" 1 year warranty on all products unless stated. 


| SPECIAL OFFERS 
HARD DRIVES TOS 2.06 SPECIAL REPAIRS AND FITTINGS 


Series 100¢ hard drives from TUS Fully trained engineers for a reliable repair. 

Developments. Superb metal case (vertical or All jobs quoted for individually (no fixed prices). 

horizontal mounting), very quict cooling fam, 48 hour turnaround on most machines 

internal power supply, device selector, dual Long 4 ths w: ty as standard ; 

SCS! parts and interface for ST or Falcon. All . me soe apenas dcahoeratarta . 

systems are supplied fully set up with al We can fit any of the advertised products to your machine for | 

cables and accessories — just plug in and go. a one off fitting charge of £15.00, This means that if you 
require say an upgrade and overscan fitted 


234Mb for ST series £239.00 
then the charge is only £15.00. 


80Mb for ST series £189-00 
42Mb for ST series £169-00 Please ring for an appointment before bringing your 
| machine or call if courier collection is required. 


N EW LOW PRIC ES Please ensure all parcels collected are adequately packaged. 


FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
ON ALL UPGRADES FOR £15.00 


STE KIT NEW VERSION 2 
Simple solderless installation with 
instructions and test software 
STF/STFM 


Fitted with switcher and Tos manual 
HIGH DENSITY DISK DRIVE 

HD Module & 2Mb Drive 

HD Module 

STE SPECIAL 

Tos 2.06 + HD Module + Drive 


NEW UPGRADE PRICES 


| FOR ST/STE/STM/STFM STE KITS 
Same Day Fitting £15.00 


XRAM Unpopulated £22.00 » Fitting 
520 to IMb £29.99 Same Day Fitting £7.00 


520 to 2Mb 659.99 520 to 1Mb £7.50 | 
520 to 4Mb £99.99 590 to 2Mb £39.50 | 


IMb XRAM & Double 
£6 520 to 4Mb £13.00 


Sided Drive 
MONITORS 
All monitors include a Tilt and Swivel stand 
TUS 14° Mono monitor for ST series without sound £89.00 
TUS 14° Mono monitor for ST series with sound £99.00 
TUS 14° cobour for Falcon (0.28dp SVGA) £229.00 
All monitors include appropriate connecting leads 


HIGH DENSITY EXTERNAL DRIVES | 


Quality 'metal-cased’ external Disk 
Drive with power supply. High 
Density drives read/write to both 
normal DSDD and DSHD disks with 
fully automatic switching. 


NEW PLUG IN POWER SUPPLY 
Includes power socket, switch and pedestal- 
| no soldering 


1 or 2Mb Drive supplied 

KEYBOARD 

MOTHERBOARDS (Call for availability) 
290 DPI replacement mouse 


| High Density (2Mb) Drive with controller £79.99 
High Density (2Mb) Drive, no controller £59.99 
Double Density (1Mb) £59.99 


wi ; ag 


MasterCard) VISA 


i" _— 


(Dept 1), 6 West Road, Emsworth, Hampshire PO 10 7JT 
Telephone: Emsworth (01243) 370600 


GAMES AND ADVENTURES 
GMO27: Monopoly GM 135: Dove Munsie Game Collection - 
GM 097:  Fatemaster 9 great games on | disk 

GM 101: Psycho Pig 2 [2 disks} GM 1346: HMEC Forman Clone 

GM 111: The Gloss Buttock of Tharg GM 137: MAX — a mad plaiorm game 
GM 114: Course Angler GM 198; Darts 180 


49 Summerfield Road, Wythenshawe, 
Manchester M22 1AE 
Telephone (0161) 498 0716 


GM 148: = Andromeda [Space Fighte:) 
GM 119: Insectroid : rob gpg? ae : : : | 
GM 115: The Obicwe Notyalit ee ee Quality PD for the Atari ST/STE/Falcon 
1 # Ingon \ I [ # “ | : A = | rt a a = P . 
S133 Seams Pocwcsclond =O ADV Ste. Haey Bench weesngaion The Public Domain Library in Manchester 
GM 134: Sormall ADV 035: ; 


Catalogue now updated daily 
with latest software from various Bulletin Boards. — 
All disks purchased from Locutus PDL are guara nteed 
virus-free and are offered at the ridiculous price of 
just 9Op per disk including P&P within mainland UK. 


MUSIC AND MIDI 

| MUM 24: = Alchime Jr, Sequencer + 200 frocks mono 

Se oo ee 
ee oe ANY 5 DISKS £6.99 

MUM 56: ‘Guitar Professional, learn those chords 

MUM 58: Roland ‘D’ series Sound Banks ANY 10 DISKS £12.50 


MUM 63: Score Partect - Al bos! o store writing programme which works in oll rescautons | Meg 


SPECIAL STARTER 
PACK OFFER 


ART AND GRAPHICS 7 . 
| AAG 29: — Poinipot, best hol mag pockage AAG 58: = Cosmic 4 Pyachedetc Art As a thankyou to our many customers, a free disk 
ANG'S1: — Metotile format Objects ANG 35: Cosmic Side Saw of your choice for every 2 disks purchased. 
AAG 35: Creative Tiles, Video titter AAG 57: Photochrome Version J ete a ne “ek 
AAG 39: Ato imope, V1.96,2didks AAG as Clipart, judo & mes This works out at an amazing 60p per dis 
AAG 38: 9 Godot) 36h h Morwell Mb 3 Disk Set - Wade hipart £4.00 : : . oo ‘ 
: Cex 35d we AAG 61: H? Chrome — print pies on HP deskiet showing our dedication to Atar! owners. 


Catalogue available for £1-00 


EAC O1: Maths - rats uncer 10's ae “i i here sie rf on ower 200 commis, 4 cats 
EAC 11: Maths Mode Eosy OG: ShipraTeck. [Mains Corioon) 
EAC 02: lody Search, Basic Human Anctomy EAC 29: = Workout. A learning aid or blank disk and SAE 
NCIS: The Wek Ait chARC ODS |6OGGEMAS a d lture and 
ft Teliole cheenistry, 7s AC 37: CSE Micins rep r your culture an 
EAC 19: Plonetariun EAC AG: Fal King Jones Ble A dak wt -£8-00 So proceed fo the oe pnd Sept vee pay get ee 
WORD PROCESSING & DTP technology to be assimilated — resistance 1s tulle 


WPD O01: ST Weriter Elite 


WPOD 22: Printing Press extras 

WPD 19: Printing Press + 15 new fonts WPD 24: 
WPD 
WPD 


DB Writer support disk 
a5: Morcele - The Word Processor 
D 37: Thats Wirite Write on forts 


Stockists of the Federation and 
Serenade range of PD compilation disks 
Official stockists of Atari Update 


WPD 23: D8 Writer 
WPD 03: = Typing Tutor 


UTA 28: werd Moker now witt PBS listed owords UTA 53: Germon Translate, 27,000 words 


aworch ond insrudions, cradle your own carinccies UTA 06: Fastcopy il + 3 more 
UTA 34: DB Master, create your own database UTA 48: Sogrotan Wirus. Killer 
UTA 38: 5 Databoses, one has | sak beg the oo UTA 57: Astubonk (Personal accounts, 
UTA 51: 70,000 word spell checker UTA 01: Hitchhickers Utils with Dock bisoloy layer 3 


E LOCUTUS BBS SOON | 
Full catalogue disk for £1.00 or 5Op with order 


Please make cheques payable to G.C. Sykes 


Disk prices: £1-75 each. Postage included 


| IMAGE EDITING fie EVIEW| 


preview 


No more smelly oil paint - image 
manipulation is the art form of the 
future. Frank Charlton previews a 
program that makes it all happen. 


| Onur OSobe Edge 
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ome of the biggest- like, and when the image is Positive Image in action on a Falcon in TrueColour mode. It’s ideal for retouching images 


selling applications 

on other platforms 

have been graphics 
programs. Image retouching 
and manipulation packages 
like PhotoShop (Apple Mac) 
and CorelDraw (PC) have often 
had us looking on in envy. But 
Floppyshop’s impending 
release could change all that... 

Positive Image is a high- 
specification image processor 
and retouching studio, without 
the mindbending price tag 
seen on other platforms. It’s a 
friendly GEMmed program, 
with with a smart non-modal 
interface, making it ideal for a 
multitasking environment. 
Positive Image can deal 

with images internally at up to 
24-bit precision, and display 
them at whatever resolution 
your Atari can support. This 
means that the image you're 
working on is still held in 
memory as a 24-bit file, 
regardless of the number of 
colours your display has. You 
can make any changes you 


saved, it's still in the original 
resolution. You could touch up 
a rough-looking scanned 
image on an ST in high resolu- 
tion monochrome, for ex- 
ample, without losing any of 
the original detail. 


Filters 
The author of Positive Image 
has obviously taken more than 
a passing glance at the big 
boys of the image processing 
world. Like 
PhotoShop, 
Positive Image 
has a smart 
toolbox-based 
interface that 
contains icons 
to get at all of 
its major func- 
tions. The range of tools looks 
good — all of options you'd 
expect are present, along with 
some advanced filtering tools. 
A set of standard filters 
makes easy work of smoothing 
out or tweaking an image, and 
the Noise Removal filter is 


A set of standard 
filters makes easy 
work of smoothing 
or tweaking images 


of all types, and does a fine job of cleaning up scanned images. 


exceptionally good at remov- 
ing unwanted blurring from 
colour scans. 

As well as the built-in fil- 
ters, Positive Image can load 
external ones from disk. They 
aren't as sophisticated as 
PhotoShop's Plug-Ins, but they 
do provide an impressive level 
of control. 

Positive Image seems to 
cope with everything but the 
most obscure 
image formats. 
The latest revi- 
sion of the 
Falcon version 
we saw was 
capable of 
decompressing 
TGA files via 
the DSP for added speed, but 
JPEG loading is still slow. 
However, Floppyshop scores 
highly for making Positive 
Image the first Atari applica- 
tion to support CompuServe's 
new royalty-free PNG format, 
a lossless 24-bit compression 
routine developed to replace 
the aged GIF standard. This is 
good to see, and if the author 
keeps on top of emerging stan- 
dards in the graphics field like 
this, Positive Image could rapid- 
ly become a major contender. 

Floppyshop is aiming this 
professional-quality tool at all 
Atari users, and wants to keep 
the price as low as possible. 
Currently, it looks as if Positive 
Image will be released at 
approximately £50 — about a 
tenth of what other certain big 
names cost on other platforms. 


/THE MASK 


tells us it’s aiming for an 
October release date. At the 
rate it’s been adding features 
and extra formats, though, it 
may have a job keeping to 
that schedule. 

If Positive Image arrives at 
the promised price point, it 
should do very well, and we're 
eagerly anticipating the fin- 
ished release version. Watch 
this space for a full review or 
call Floppyshop on @ 01224 
312756 for more details. stf 

FRANK CHARLTON 


Positive Image's masks were ene of the 
things we really liked. This image took 


30 seconds to create using one of the 
default masks. 


It's still in development at 
the moment, and Floppyshop 
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Even on a monochrome ST, Positive Image can work with 24-bit images without data loss. 


MEARE VIDEO DIGITISER | 
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Ss a litan Designs is finally 
hy ready to unleash its 

Falcon video digitiser upon 
the solid. Now sad can —— 
television while g 
you work. 


itan Designs’ 
Exposé video 
digitiser has 
been in devel- 
opment for a loooong 
time. We played with a 
version over a year ago, 
and it’s been seen in 
various guises since 
then, but has never 
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actually been released. 3eRRABReener 


With Titan’s people 
being the perfectionists Black Scorpion ‘s wonderful Falcon‘s internal expansion converts the composite or S- 
they are, both the Exposé hard- APEX Media animation and connectors and, with a little VHS video signal into the 
ware and the RGB splitter graphics suite. care, Slots in smoothly. The top three separate colour channels 
have actually gone through Exposé is supplied in two of the board is covered withan -red, green and blue. Housed 


numerous revisions before 
they were finally deemed fin- 
ished. But now, at long last, 
here it is... 

Exposé is a video frame 
grabber specifically for the 
Falcon030. It can grab either 
single frames or sequences of 
moving images directly from a 


parts — the digitiser itself, and 
the RGB splitter. The digitiser 
hardware is a custom-built 
printed circuit board which fits 


insulating backing, to prevent 
it from shorting when you re- 
fit the shielding. 

Since the RGB splitter is an 


inside your external gad- 
Falcon. The 7 . | get, Exposé 
manual It can grab single needs to com- 


explains the fit- frames or sequences 


ting very clear- 


municate with 
it via a cable. 


in a small plastic box, it will sit 
neatly on top of your Falcon. 


Hardware control 
The front panel includes three 
rotary controls: colour control, 
image contrast and brightness. 
Titan's decision to provide 
access to colour balance via the 


of images directly 
from a video source 


hardware should be applaud- 
ed: the splitter provides an 


This is where a 
little work is 


video source such as a cam- 
corder or video recorder (VCR) 


ly, and it's an 
easy job to do. 


in 16-bit TrueColour. Images 
are grabbed in real-time, in 
user-definable sizes up to a 
maximum of 512x512 pixels. 


Exposé doesn’t come with spe- 


cific digitising software; 
instead it interfaces with 


You need to 
remove the 


main part of the Falcon’s metal 


shielding — being careful to 


disconnect the internal speaker 


— to reveal the motherboard. 
Exposé fits directly on to the 


EXTRAS AHOY! 


At the time of this review, two 
pieces of extra software hadn't 
yet materialised. Once again, 
themselves away to carry out 


FalCUBE is a small demo which 
captures incoming video from 
Exposé, and maps it across the 
surfaces of a 3D cube. Moving 
the mouse rotates the cube, and 
the moving video stays mapped 
to the surface. 
FalCAM Tripod replaces 


Titan's original plans to enhance 
the digitising code in APEX to 
cope with even higher resolutions. 
A separate program, Tripod is 
capable of grabbing at 
resolutions of 768x576 (PAL 
broadcast) and 384x288 
(quarter-size PAL), although Titan 
and BSS may go for higher 
resolutions as well. As the name 
implies, Tripod is intended for 
ultra-high quality work with a 
camera or digital freeze-frame 
video recorder. 
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involved, since 
there’s no way 
to pass the cable through the 
Falcon’s case without a few 
modifications. As the manual 
states, a small cut needs to be 
made in the side of the shield- 
ing. It should be bent back 
slightly to stop sharp edges 
pressing against the cable. 
Routing the cable 
out through the Falcon’s 
case means either 
drilling or cutting a 
small hole on the side 
or rear. In our case, we 
cut a small hole in the 
rear, just above the reset 
button. Including the 
chopping, the whole fit- 
ting took about ten min- 
utes to do, and wasn’t a 
stressful task. 
The RGB splitter 
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essential level of control before 
the image is actually grabbed, 
so you don't have to rely on 
the software to tweak the 
image afterwards. 

The back panel boasts 
video input via a phono socket 
for standard composite video, 
or the two sockets required for 
S-Video connections. A mini- 
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does it in a startlingly short time - 


instant grabs at a very high quality. ot hee 


DIN connector accepts the 
cable from Exposé, and the 
splitter runs from a 12V power 
supply — which is provided for 
UK models. Recessed poten- 
Hiometers to adjust vertical 
sync and NTSC hue (for 
American users) are provided, 
so you can’t knock them out of 
line accidentally — full marks. 


second. At this speed, the 
motion is totally fluid. As the 
grab size increases, the frame 
rate drops, resulting in only six 
per second at a resolution of 
912x256. The rates are actually 
slightly higher when using an 
RGB monitor, due to the moni- 
tor’s frequency. 


nose at AV-Mac users, because 
we can do it too, and at a frac- 
tion of the cost. 


Conclusions... 

Exposé could be considered 
expensive if you just plan to 
muck about with it. Its design 
and performance are technical- 


Ine ACCIE | bien Photographic grabbing ly excellent and, basically, 
ee the < ears ne ye the ee video at takes a single frame, and Exposé stamps all over the 
xposé takes no time, and a whatever resolution you're APEX uses a supersamplin opposition, + ; 
small LED alerts you that the currently in. Clicking the left technique to wake 22 high- tiers hea mae he 
splitter is powered up. NEE ASS est quality pos- After a lot of thought 
i : sible at your about value for money, we still 
AP EX Media | frame instantly, Exposé stamps all chosen grab couldn't help giving Faces a 
int nemenaawe real Media ee ae over the opposition , size. We even Gold award, ultimately 
Bapse bull is: Cleaacty Bebe eee: wearing di rty great managed clear because he yey it ll ever 
Beuie Wl Act k au | 2 grabs from be beaten. It may be the most 
Beng (a1 OF Cheng, Ene oe hob-nailed boots moving video expensive digitiser around, but 
camera icon takes you to the into the APEX at 640x400 - for sheer performance it’s 
oe ue cl tue deepen apres EBS that’s how fast money well spent. stf 
| : - the number of frames — Exposé really is. Ph i FRAN 
image resolution and set up you can grab depends on how ince tl clam tie ated pai haals 


grabbing produces much 
sharper results, as you can see Eroet : 
from some of the images dot- tesserae ge oe 
ted about the page — all taken Titan Designs 

from moving video. 


the software for grabbing. The 
two cameras will both perform 
a grab — one ‘cinematic’ quali- 
ty, one ‘photographic’. 
Choosing Cinematic dis- 


much memory is available. On 
a 4MByte Falcon with the 
grabs at the small 120x80 size, 
APEX grabbed an average of 
60 frames, at a rate of 25 per 


MOVING OR STILL 


0121 6936669 
Falcon030 only, 
| 4MByte required 


Time for telly 
A supplied extra, FalCAM, is 
great fun. Running as an 


a 
While the manual recommends Accessory, it opens a GEM Ex pose 
you use a camera or video window displaying the incom- | 
recorder with a perfect freeze- ing video from Exposé. It runs 
frame, we found that extremely ie . ee 
high-quality images could be in any of the Falcon $ video @ Produces superb results 
taken even from moving video modes, and dithers the colour @ Very, very fast 
sources. Using APEX at a display in real time. @ There's nothing else to 
resolution of 320x200 and with TrueColour provides the best touch it 
interlace switched on, we results, but 256- and even 16- 
grabbed full-screen images with colour modes are acceptable. 
| no distortion or ‘colour noise’. Be warned, though: we didn’t @ it's expensive for the 
Other grabbers will often snap the casual user 


do any work for ages while we 
watched Star Trek. You can also 
connect the video's sound to 


red, green and blue elements 
separately, and a moving image 


csioiaed hie. Ripa qeaes  Coeeee esate =. | tie Faleon’e tormt andl ume Stunning - probably the 
quickly that high-speed moving TrueColour images. For higher SND_THRU.PRG (available most impressive thing you 


from PD Libraries) to route 
incoming audio straight out 
via the headphone sockets. 
Yes, now you can blow your 
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images produce a ‘motion blur’, 
just like using a real camera with 
a slower shutter speed, while 


can plug 
into your 
Falcon. 


resolutions, adjusting APEX’s elec- 
tronic shutter speed and using a 
still image produces great results. 


“SoARGRWA PAPYRUS TUTORIAL | 


“Good evening, sir. I'll be 
teaching you Papyrus 
tonight.” Unlikely? Not with 
this new personal tutor, it 
isn’t. Relax, help is at hand. 


| 
i ie Te 


apyrus is a fine 
program. A word- 
processor with DTP 
capabilities, it’s a lot 
easier to learn than some of its 
big DTP brothers. The manual 
is a bit clinical in places, 
though, so a system designed 
to show you how to get the 
most from all facets of the pro- 


Installing to 
your boot disk or 
hard drive takes a few min- 
utes. The master disk is com- 
pressed, and the help index 


have a hard disk, you'll need 
some judicious disk-swapping 
to use it alongside Papyrus. 


Ti 1 cial Seject Zemm | 
OCS ee ree Se ee 
oe ni 


takes up 400K — so if you don't 


Some of the examples provided are very sophisticated, if 
a little, er... unusual, Little green men, anyone? 


Little of the manual is 
devoted to the Accessory itself, 
a testament to its ease of use. 
Most of it is given over to 
tutorials on using Papyrus, and 
jolly good they are too. The 
author has obviously spent a 
lot of time learning the ins and 


gram would be a great help... Side by side outs of even the most obscure 
Mastering Papyrus is the The on-line help Accessory functions. Areas covered 
latest release from American runs happily alongside include creating master pages, 
company Spar Systems, fol- Papyrus. Its main window has using paragraph tags and 
= lowing on fromits similar help _a duplicate of “ getting to grips 
i system for AtariWorks. It the main with micro- 


Mastering Papyrus provides a 
clear and concise explanation. 

While Mastering Papyrus 
isn’t a true hypertext system — 
there aren't any links on the 
pages — the easy-to-use icon 
toolbox enables you to skip 
quickly to any related topics. 

A considerable amount of 
thought has gone into making 
the interface intuitive. A full 
index can be called up, and 
clicking on a topic takes you 
straight there. You're not stuck 
with reading from the screen 
either — files can be output to 
the GEM clipboard, a disk file, 
or the printer. 
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The easy-to-use icon 


comes in three parts — a Papyrus menu spacing. 
hypertext help Accessory, a bar — if you toolbox enables you A single 
“| manual, and a generous col- need to know . ‘ pe file unpacks to 
lection of ee files. exactly what a to skip quickly to provide you 
menu option any related topics with a massive 
does, opening 690K of 
the duplicate in example 


documents — everything from 
style templates to load and use 
yourself through to complete 
newsletters, business cards 
and brochures. The quality is 
high, and studying them is an 
excellent way to learn. 


Hand in hand 
A lot of the entries in the 
Accessory are cross-referenced 
to examples on disk. When 
you find a reference, you can 
open the document in Papyrus 
for further study. The integra- 
tion between Accessory, man- 
ual and examples is excellent. 
Mastering Papyrus also 
7 includes 137K of clip-art in 
IMG format (including the 
graphics used on this page). 
There isn’t a massive amount, 
and some images are too tiny 


Ne 


Spel lchecker. . 
Spe check next, 


Lose 


“a a ic were process mg pr 
4 eS 20S | i SS re — ne if Lt a er ee 
Extraterrestrials. irs 
| The menus duplicate those of Papyrus exactly, 
making Mastering Papyrus easy to follow, 


ofeseer If yp 0m 


ee 


ae 


to be realistic, but it does pro- 
vide a good starting point for 
experimenting with Papyrus’ 
image handling facilities. 

Looking up information in 
Mastering Papyrus is much 
faster than using the manual, 
and the indexing and cross- 
referencing makes finding 
related information a snap. If 
you're a newcomer, it eases the 
learning curve considerably, 
and even old hands will learn 
a thing or two from the exam- 
ples and tutorials. Mastering 
Papyrus is a well-researched 
product — let’s hope Spar 
updates it for the forthcoming 
Papyrus 4. stf 

FRANK CHARLTON 


Product: Mastering Papyrus 
Price: £26.95 

Contact: FaST Club 

Tel: 0115 9455250 

Min system: Any ST/STE/TT or 
Falcon030 


| Covers all aspects of 
Papyrus 
Runs alongside Papyrus 
Takes only 100K of 
memory 


Soon to be outdated by 
Papyrus 4 


(CALLIGRAPHER TUTORIAL | 


Despite Calligrapher’s built-in help 
system, FaST Club is sure that you 
need Mastering Calligrapher. And 
what do you know, you just might. 


n on-line help 
program for 


Calligrapher might 


seem a strange 


idea at first. After all, the pro- 
gram has its own built-in help 
system. However, other than 
as a quick reference tool, it’s 


little use to the beginner. 
Enter Mastering 
Calligrapher. Like Mastering 


Papyrus, reviewed opposite, it 
runs as an Accessory, and pro- 
vides a comprehensive tour of 


the program based on its 


menus. It’s easily called up, 


| aphic tote | Bt eee | 
eng SBLT TSE Freee “Eeaty Batic 


The example files tell you what you're doing wrong 
in Calligrapher. Even better, the program also tells 


you what to do to get it right! 


Geling Started -Chek here | 
AbSretabons 


enced Chataciert 

Fedde a Tiakg fo fee rer 
Ahgamant oF Tad 

Backup Files 

Breaking Tables ane Forres 


Cailligrapher's built-in A-Z help system 
is much less comprehensive than 
Mastering Calligrapher. it's not much 
help to beginners either. 

easy to navigate your way 
around, and easily dispensed 
with once you're done. 


Further reading 
Once you've reached the end 
of a particular help topic, 
you are referred to the 
appropriate pages in the 
Calligrapher manual for 
further information. This is 
certainly preferable to sit- 
| ting at your desk with your 
document displayed on 
screen, desperately leafing 
through the manual. 

The example files 
provided with Mastering 
Calligrapher turn out to be 


QUE CALLIGRAPHER? 


slow unless you runt with 3 


Te ee se ee 
i 1 i eT A: ed ek Ta r] 


) ind Control Kew 


Pa a a a a a a 


eee 


Make ia Case... 
Hake Lower Case... 
pn Wixed, oa] 


Se ee ee 


——— 


Se ee eee tal 


Load Bocunent 
Open Gocunent @aLT=0o 
Suit Calligrapher aLT-o 
ave Top Bocunent 


Although the style of Mastering Calligrapher’s menus don't ape those of the main program 
(unlike the Mastering Papyrus), learning about them is still straightforward. 


similar to those included with 
the other titles in the series. 
This makes moving between 
applications much easier — if 
you've seen it done in one 
package, it won't take as long 
to recognise similar elements 
in another. If you haven't, 
well... if the method works for 
Atariworks or Papyrus, why 
change it for Calligrapher? 


Clip art? 

Unfortunately, there is no clip- 
art with the program, which 
makes it difficult to experi- 
ment with different graphics 
unless you have your own 
files (try Cover Disk 70 for 
some examples). 

Mastering Calligrapher is far 
more comprehensive than 
Calligrapher's built-in help sys- 
tem. It’s well-structured too — 
if you're stumped on a partic- 
ular option from the menus 
you can get a solution very 
quickly (with welcome cross- 
referencing to Calligrapher's 
own manual to boot). The 
example files also give you a 
good idea of what the pro- 
gram can do. 

Although a little expensive 
at £25, Mastering Calligrapher is 
a good investment for those of 
you serious about exploiting 
this golden-oldie package to 
the full. Calligrapher’s built-in 


help system makes it a little 
less vital than Mastering 
Papyrus, but it’s an impressive 
package for beginners all the 
same. Now, if only it could 
give Calligrapher a boost in the 
speed department. stf 

NICK PEERS 


Product: Mastering Calligrapher 
Price: £24.95 
Contact: FaST Club 

| Tel: 0115 9455250 

) Min system: Any Atari running 
Calligrapher 


Much clearer than the 
built-in help 

A thorough introduction 
to the program 


A tad expensive 
Awkward on a floppy 
system 
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Ever wished you had the same 
software as Mac and PC owners? 
Here’s an operating system that 
may solve all your problems. 


he trouble with soft- 
ware is the plethora 
of hardware stan- 
dards. For each new 
release, the programmer needs 
to consider which machines 
are worth supporting. If only 
we had a standard where one 
piece of software could run on 
all computers with little or no 
extra work for the program- 
mer. Think of the benefits for 
us, too: we could use the same 


ng Madd Vilas Tete ade 


FS a ee 


fo... ™ 
pier aegis Lg | a | 


Virtual 
we're running ten programs at once: 


creens mean more programs can be seen - here 


version of WhizzoSnap 4 as 
everyone else, instead of being 


Font-Shrinker 
onta 


ieedune=Hidi 
»} HPLaser JetPrtr 
| Alero=Bord 
Midi 


" OMEN316 
+ OMEn_Asc li RT Fc 


n and the 
oa ae Kit 


OMEn runs in all resolutions, right up to Falcon TrueColour. Nice doggie, good doggie 


left wondering if it will ever be 
released for the ST. 
Signs and portents 
OMEn stands for Open 
Multitasking ENvironment. 
Described by the authors as an 
‘Omni-Computer Component- input and output, sound and 
ware Operating System’, MIDI support and the like — is 
OMEn is a full operating sys- handled by I/O (input/out- 
tem, just like TOS or Windows. put) channel managers. These 
The philosophy is are written separately for each 
simple — create a stan- computer, and enable a pro- 
dard 0/5 with ver- gram to communicate with 
sions for all major hardware, such as the key- 
platforms, and develop _—_— board or serial port. The 
tax it so a single program advantage here is that you 
—| will be j _. write your 
= able to : software to 
runon OMEnwillrunas cai these 
any ver- many programs aS = ‘managers 
sion of using a stan- 
OMEn memory allows, dard format, 
with no simultaneously and when the 
changes ig _ program is 
required. run under a 
OMEn achieves different version of OMEn, it 
. this by being modular. simply calls the Managers 
The ‘system core’ isthe installed on that machine. It's a 
basic 0/5, and runs complex idea, but makes the 
differently on each cross-platform nature possible. 
| individual platform. OMEn is unlike any 
Everything beyond Desktop you've used, and its 
that — screen display, closest relative is probably 
AWindows on UNIX sys- 
tems. There are no icons 
on the Desktop, just a 
menu bar. Disk access is 
done through a ‘file selec- 
tor’ which is vaguely sim- — 
ilar to the ST's. There's no 
double-clicking, either — 
programs are launched 
with a single click. 
One of the most star- 
tling things is the way 
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programs load and save 
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elie | Printer | 
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Clicking a Window's Close Box icon isn't like 
GEM. You can even bring a hidden window to 
the foreground using this dialog. 


files. Despite being called a file 
selector, it doesn't pop up 
when you need to load a file. 
Since OMEn is multitasking, 
you keep a selector open on 
screen as you work, To open a 
file in a word processor for 
example, you pick it up from 
the file selector and drop it 
into the word processor's win- 
dow. An unusual way to work, 
but one which makes a lot of 
sense after a few minutes. 
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OMEn’s file-selector lies at the heart of the system. 
Here you launch programs, copy files and load data 
files into programs. it's also multi-tasking. 
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Virtual Reality 

OMEn runs in all resolutions, 
including the enhanced Falcon 
screens. It can happily switch 
resolutions as you work, with 
any open programs and files 
staying open. The screen also 
supports virtual displays, and 
scrolls as the mouse reaches 
the bottom of the screen. 

The disk filing system 
works with standard ST disks 
and hard drives, but OMEn 
files can use longer filenames 
than the standard eight charac- 
ters. File management uses the 
selectors again, and you can 
copy and delete by dragging. 

OMEn is a true multitask- 
ing system, and will run as 
many programs as memory 
permits. It's fully pre-emptive 
too, so all programs run simul- 
taneously. All windows are 
active at once, with keyboard 
input recognised when you 
move the mouse over a partic- 
ular window. 

The software supplied 
with OMEn is disappointing, 
consisting of a fairly basic text 
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editor and word 
processor, Micro-Word, 
and a few ancillary 
utilities such as picture 
converters and sound 
players. Micro-Word is 
i by far the most 

YZ advanced of the sup- 
4 plied appliations, but 
it isn't likely to per- 
suade you to dump Ist 
Word Plus, let alone 
PC users to abandon 
Microsoft Word. 

Given that OMEn doesn’t run 
existing software, it needs to 
have a substantial software 
base available at release to 
back it up. Esquimalt really 
should have thought this 
through, and at the very least 
had one major application 
ready at launch time. As it 
stands, after half an hour with 
OMEn you may already be 
feeling limited by the meagre 
selection of software. 


Developer’s Kit 
Esquimalt has put together a 


OPERATING SY stem [Ty 


iF 


formerly named Raid, 


was started 


then left for a few years without 


5a relininary (vy 6.9) 


: ieste © disassenbles 


* knows the OMEn 1/0 commands 
straight numbers wherever it thinks 15 aj 
the disass enbly much more neanLAgtUl 


these in place of 
propriate, makina 


ran puts 


This prog 0 


cif | 
EMedium or High Rez into a file 
in the Hemory Folder, 
Which 1/2 of display to dump? 


iton 


f a 
‘This program Closes after dump! is 


DhEa version. 


most 680x0 opcodes, 


and system calls, and uses 


shows addresses before the 


a Degas Image is following it for eas y 
the display in 31 Low, ide bytes, 

‘ely tested: 
iPanee SUSpect opcode, 


don’t assune it 


, except for dragding in/out. 


§ to disassemble at (fron 


ha file to disassemble, into 


50 tape anew address with the : 
“ove the cursor in the hex bytes: 


farea (us A. the arrow keys) to adjust the dissassenbly 


starting 
Ssfenough i in the w 


and simply drop the file on to 
the Easy-ASM icon to assemble 
it. It’s a user-friendly system, 
and OMEn’s built-in ‘crash- 
catcher’ traps rogue programs 
before they can shut the sys- 
tem down. 

Assembly isn't the most 
portable language though, so 
why provide the assembler 
before an OMEn C compiler? 
C programmers are currently 


separate Developer's Kit to forced to use a cross-compile 
encourage third- system — you 
party develop- | | ‘ compile under 
ers to release To assemble a file, a standard 
sonia! you dragitfroma GEM compil- 
versions of their ,.. er, then run 
software. It con- file selector, and the program 
sists of an drop iton the icon = under OMEn. 
OMEn-based It's hardly the 
structured 68000 most produc- 


assembler called Easy-ASM, a 
full set of System Equates for 
inclusion, library files for C 
programmers and full docu- 
mentation on disk. 
Easy-ASM is a 
full 68000 
assembler for 
| developing 
OMEn specific 
software. 
Taking advan- 
tage of OMEn’s 
multitasking 
and » nature, it has 
eset eT | no internal 
editor. Instead, 
you edit your 
source code in 
Micro-Word, 


tive way to develop, and a C 
Compiler should have been 
much higher on the list of 
Esquimalt’s priorities. 


What's up, Doc? 

The documentation comes on 
disk in OMEn text format, and 
runs to hundreds of pages. It's 
a swine to read from screen, so 
you do need to print it from 
Micro-Word, or convert it to 
ASCTI and print from GEM. 
Supplying a printed manual 
would have escalated the price 
- something which Esquimalt 
wanted to avoid — but profes- 
sional developers from the 
Mac and PC markets are used 
to having piles of well-indexed 
printed documentation to 
hand. The manuals are very 
extensive though, covering 
OMEn programming from the 
ground up. 


$64,000 question... 
AS an operating system, 
OMEn is robust, usable and 
fast. In theory, it’s a wonderful 
idea, but in the cold light of 
day it’s doubtful that OMEn 
can succeed. You need to be 
incredibly brave or incredibly 


address with the same upper view. Hoving up or down: 
er area will scroll the entire view. 


naive to be targeting this kind 
of product at a market as well- 
established as the PC market. 
PC users are so entrenched in 
the Windows way of life that 
it’s very doubtful they’d ever 
seriously consider a product 
like OMEn. 

Likewise, one of the Mac’s 
selling points is the wonderful 
MacOS, and the thought of 
moving to an alien system like 
OMEn would be horrifying for 
most Mac users. Add to this 
the thought that most PC and 
Mac users and developers 
probably couldn't give a flying 
fig if ST users can.run their 
software, and you're starting 
to see what OMEn is up 
against. sif 

FRANK CHARLTON 


OMEn 
£20 
FloppyShop 
01224 586208 
Any ST/STE/TT or 
Falcon030 with 512K 


OMEn Developer's Kit 
£12 
act: FloppyShop 
01224 586208 
Any S5T/STE/TT or 
Falcon030, OMEn required 


OMEn 


@ Excellent multitasking 


@ Little software available 
so far 

@ Very little chance of 
succeeding 


A nice concept, but OMEn 
is unlikely to penetrate the 
PC and 

Apple Mac 

markets. 
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PREVIEW LASER PRINTER : 


Brother's new laser 67 =e 
printer gives you high Dp 
resolution 600dpi 
printouts, but doesn’t have a 
correspondingly high price. 


Up to 600 dpi printing at six pages a minute, and all 
for under £550. The HL-660 is one mean printer! 


he days of the poor of the HL-630. and there are plenty of fonts 

old home user hav- Like its sibling, the HL-660 —_ available (see the Fonts panel). 

ing to be content has no power switch — it's We checked out the 

with a dot matrix or always ‘On’, but shuts down Brother’s graphical abilities 
inkjet machine are fading fast, into sleep mode when it isn't with Imagecopy 4 (reviewed on 
with laser printers now avail- actually printing. page 35), which has a built-in The 600dpi version of this 
able for under £400. The Setting up the printer is LaserJet driver. Even the Papyrus page took eight times as long 
cheaper machines have tradi- very simple: hinge up the bon- — 300dpi output is pleasingly ae ee ee ee 
tionally been cut-down, low- net to install the = clear and keep costs down, as you don't 
spec versions of the expensive laser drum unit, ‘ detailed, have to replace the entire 
ela: but the latest poh and slot the The 300dpi output although print- drum assembly. On the minus 
laser printer is having none of toner is clear and detailed img at600dpiis side, the fan is a little noisy, 
this downmarket stuff. cartridge into eo much better for and you can only control the 

place. 3 although 600dpi 1S photographs. printer via software. 

Oh, brother! automatic better for photos. Our BBO Overall, this is a powerful 
Visually, Brother’s HL-660 is sheetfeeder, ‘ advertisement, little machine, and at just over 
almost identical to the HL-630 which holds up laid out in £500 provides a lot of features 
(STF 73, 90%) — only the name to 200 sheets, plugs on to Papyrus, took only two min- for your money. stf 
badge is different. But on the the top. utes to output at 300dpi, but a PETER CRUSH 
inside it’s a different story: the There's no need to pro- lengthy 17 minutes at 600dpi. 


Product: Brother HL-660 printer 


HL-660's print engine can gram or adjust anything — all In terms of appearance, there's [pein 
work at 600 dots per inch of the printer’s features are not much difference between Contact: Crown Computer Products 
(dpi), as opposed to the 300dpi + — controlled via ST software. 300 and 600dpi output when Tel: 01704 895815 
We tried the HL-660 out = youre using Papyrus’ smooth Min system: Any ST 
on the ST FORMAT Test Speedo fonts. : 
Page, an A4 page contain- The Brother HL-660 has a : 
ing sixty lines of text in number of praiseworthy 5 ro th eT 
various styles. Printing the _‘features, including its Ras 
test page from Profext took —_— simplicity and the facility to I | | -6b6 {) 
a respectable 25 to 30 sec- _re-print the last page printed : 
onds, with subsequent at a touch of a button. We also | 
run-on copies taking only like the straight paper path, Groat uate 
| ten seconds each. The best = which helps you avoid paper m Cheap to run 
results were obtained in curls and jams, and the = Lots of built-in fonts 
LaserJet emulation mode, separate toner unit should 


600 dpi 


Resolution: 300 or 600dpi. 
| Options: BR-Script 2 (PostScript Level 2 emulation). 


n high, 36 ae | iat ‘ht | 5) 
Power: 480W printing, 55W standby, er eae 
Speed: Six pages per minute. 


@ Noisy fan 
@ Only controllable via 
software 


Media: Handles all standard and custom paper sizes. 
Economy: Prints 3,000 pages of A4 text per toner cartridge. 


These photos. of flowers have been expertly dithered 
by Imagecopy and beautifully printed by our little 
Brother at both 300 and 600dpi. 
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Want to convert image files, 
or print pictures in colour? 
You'll love Imagecopy 4, FaST 
Club’s latest all-singing utility. 


nyone who is into 
graphics will 
already know all 
about Imagecopy, 
one of the best utilities for 
dealing with ST and Falcon 


images. Initially, Imagecopy was 


a fairly simple screen grabber, 
but it soon developed into an 
all-encompassing application 
capable of displaying pictures, 
converting them from one for- 
mat to another, and printing to 
a range of printers. We last 


| Better window handling: You can 
do all kinds of new things to your 


All the viewing tools are now accessed 


from the STs numeric keypad. For 
example, pressing [+] repeatedly 
zooms in on your image. 


looked at Imagecopy in issue 67, 


where version 3.5 CD received 
an impressive 93%. 

FaST Club has just 
released a new version, 
Imagecopy 4. It comes on three 
double-sided floppies, with a 
45-page supplementary 
manual which explains all the 
new features (you also get the 


GRAPHICS UTILITY §zaaa4 lE VW 


moving towards full-blown 
page layout, and it wouldn't 
take much more to move it 
into DTP territory. FaST Club’s 
Textstyle program (STF 57, 
80%) is thrown in free of 
charge (unless you are upgrad- 
ing, in which case it costs £5), 
enabling you to enter text in 
any Calamus or GEM font, re- 


main manual, . size it, apply 
which covers | 2 shading and 
features from It wouldn’t take fills, and save it 
previous much more to as an IMG file. 
versions). It Couple this 
canberunasa move Imagecopy with the Page 
programoran into DTP territory — Layout option, 
Accessory, but and you can 

be warned: it’s assemble text 
400K, so you'll need a IMByte and pictures for printing. If 


machine to run it. 


Double glazing 
There are many new features 
(see the New, New panel), 
including noticeable improve- 
ments in window handling. 
Clicking on a window contain- 
ing an image brings up a new 
pop-up menu which offers a 
number of options. For exam- 
ple, you can flip the picture 
vertically or horizontally, or 
both. The transformation is 
almost instantaneous. 
Programmer Jeremy 
Hughes has also moved some 
of the keyboard shortcuts. This 
seems annoying, until you 
realise the new ones are more 
logically arranged. For 
instance, all the controls for 
viewing your image are now 
on the numeric keypad. 
Imagecopy seems to be 


you have a CD-ROM drive, 
the CD version enables you to 
display and print PhotoCD 
images, too. 

Imagecopy 4 is jam-packed 
with novel and useful features, 


UPGRADES 
| To upgrade, return your 
original program disk, (plus 


CD if applicable) with the 
appropriate upgrade fee. 


Version Upgrade 


3.5 £6.95 


3.5CD £6.95 
3 £7.95 
| 2 £17.95 
: 5 £22.95 
£24.95 
ha £5 to all fees (except 
from v3.5CD) if you want the 
CD version, and a further £5 
for Textstyle. 


Mi) Several images 
can be placed 

on @ page, and 
you can use the 
mouse pointer 
to move or 

re-size them. 


Like the previous version, Imagecopy 4 can 
‘tile’ a number of images. 


and it’s a joy to use. If you 
have any of the previous 
versions, don’t think twice, 
upgrade straight away. 
Imagecopy 4 ranks among the 
top ST programs ever. stf 

PETER CRUSH 
| Product: Imagecopy 4 


Price: £34.95 (£39.95 for 4CD) 
Contact: FaST Club 


Tel: 0115 9455250 | 
Min system: LMByte ST or Falcon 


Imagecopy 
version 4 


B it's fast 
B its feature-packed 
B it's fantastic on a Falcon 


@ Nothing 


In short... 
You'll be hard-pushed to 
a 


=. 94% 


/ISSUE 75 OCTOBER ST FORMAT 35) 


ee eee ST EMULATOR 


you want - how about a 14MByte Mega STE? Falcon 


Gemulator 4 


The great pretender is back, and 
this time it brings your ST into the 
PC’s Windows environment. It does 
it rather stylishly, too. 


he big improvement 


that Gemulator 4 

brings is that it now 

runs under 
Windows. This makes it much 
easier to use, and gives your 
new ST access to the same 
hardware that Windows uses, 
including all your PC's drives. 

It will run on a 386 PC, but 
really requires a much beefier 
machine — a fast 486 or 
Pentium is recommended. You 
also need 8MByte of RAM and 
Windows 3.0, Windows for 
Workgroups or Windows 95. 
The remarkably sparse 

board provides eight sockets 
for your TOS chips. The con- 
figuration to go for is the two- 
chip TOS 2.06 set, but it will 
take older six-chip versions. 
This is only recommended if 
you have programs that insist 
on it, though. 


Installation 

Installing the board is simple 
enough: open up the PC and 
slot it in. Copy across the soft- 
ware to your PC's hard drive, 
then boot up Windows, run the 
Gemulator program and, won- 
der of wonders, you now have 
an ST running inside a 
Windows window. You then 
simply switch control from 
your PC mouse to your emu- 


and TT versions are also planned. 
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Software support is limited to legally 
programmed packages that don't 
address the hardware. The big 
applications are fine, but much of your 
ST software won't have it at all. 


lated ST mouse — it’s as simple 
as that. 

Unlike the previous ver- 
sion, Gemulator 4 provides 
free access to 


The Gemulator is basically a set of TOS 
ROM chips on a PC expansion card - 
everything else is done in software 


ROM drive you can use that 
too. It also claims to be able to 
use a PC sound card, although 
our review machine failed to 
recognise the sound card and 
was reduced to mere beeps. 
Getting a PC to think like 
an ST is no mean feat, and it 
takes a relatively powerful PC, 
such as our 10OMHz 486, to 
match an ordi- 


your PC's hard 
drive. You can 
put your ST 
software where 
you like, and 
can even have 
an Auto folder 


Your new ‘ST ina 
PC’ can have 
anything up to 
14MByte of memory 


nary ST. When 
we used 
GEMBench to 
compare the 
Gemulator with 
a standard STE, 
it returned a 


in the root 
directory as normal. You can 
also use Windows virtual mem- 
ory, so your new ‘ST ina PC’ 
can have anything up to 
14MByte of memory. 
Gemulator will run in all 
ST resolutions and even has a 
utility that enables you to go 
right up to an incredible 
1600x1200 pixels in 16 colours. 
However, it will all be horribly 
slow, and you'll get occa- 
sional screen glitches, so 
1, your best bet is to run it 
at normal ST resolutions. 
If your PC has a CD- 


| 


——— == = 


The Gemulator performing the decidedly 
impressive feat of running two virtual 57s at 
once. One Is in high and the other low resolution. 


relative speed 
of 508 per cent. These are 
impressive raw figures, 
although slower PCs will give 
less startling results. It doesn't 
feel that fast however, and the 
screen redraw is slow, no mat- 
ter what GEMBench says. The 
mouse is also a bit on the 
unresponsive side. 


Software woes 

A system like this stands or 
falls on software compatibility, 
and Gemulator can be very 
fussy. Since you've no real ST 
hardware, any program that 
attempts to talk to 
it will fail, as will 
anything using 
internal timing 
routines. You need 
_ well-behaved 
GEM programs, 
such as Calamus. 
However, software 
updates and 
patches are in the 
pipeline to 
increase the com- 
patibility. 


Gemulator 4 is a consider- 
able improvement on version 
3, and the price has even gone 
down a bit. If you have a pow- 
erful PC and fancy owning a 
high-power ST as well, it's a 
winner, and it’s certainly 
cheaper than upgrading your 
ST. It’s no substitute for the 
real thing, though, and you'll 
have to trim your software col- 
lection significantly. Games are 
out the window, for starters. 
Still, it can give you the ST 
you've always dreamed of, 
and at an excellent price. stf 

CHRIS LLOYD 


Product: Gemulator 4 for Windows 
Price: £119 without TOS, £158.95 
with TOS 2.06 

Contact: FaST Club 

Tel: 0115 9455250 

Min system: 386 PC, BMByte RAM, 
Windows 3.0 


Wonderfully simple 
operation 

Can access all your PC's 
resources, including 
memory and drives 


Screen can be very slow 
Software compatibility 
not brilliant 


Looking for high-quality fonts on a 
low-quality budget? Here’s the low- 
cost, high-class solution. 


alamus is still wide- 
ly thought of as the 
market-leading ST 
ee” DTP package. The 
entry level version is currently 
available for just £59 JCA 
Europe, @ 01734 452416), mak- 
ing the world of high-quality 
DTP accessible to people with 
the most limited of budgets. 
One problem that remains, 
however, is the prohibitively 
high cost of commercial 
Calamus fonts, which can set 
you back as much as £40 each. 
Add together the cost of a few 
fonts to make a complete set 
(Bold, Italic, Light, Condensed 
and so on), and the financial 
problem becomes clear. 


PD problems 

At this stage, most people con- 
tact their favourite PD library 
to see what is on offer in the 
Calamus font department. 
Many libraries and BBSs have 
large stocks of Calamus fonts, 
which vary tremendously in 
their quality and content. PD 


fonts often have letters and 
punctuation missing, making 
finding the good ones a verita- 
ble nightmare. 

But fear not, Oxieware has 
come to the rescue with a boat- 
load of Calamus fonts which 
are both cheap and functional. 
Almost every font is a full 
character set, including stan- 
dard punctuation, currency 


CALAMUS FONTS IGaoaa oat 


sawn here, putshe foil seca 
Oxvieware fonts indludes all-L6 
ces, Monrest. 


informs you of nearly all of 
these name changes. 

Displaying fonts on the 
screen is always a problem — 
they invariably look better 
printed. This is because of the 
resolution of your ST’s screen 
is much lower than that of 
your printer. Consequently, it's 
good policy to more or less 
ignore the look of fonts on 
screen, a5 long as the general 
proportions are correct. 

The Oxieware fonts are no 
exception in this respect. Many 


designators (including £) and look rather 
many other - ragged on the 
si and sym- 7 monitor, but 
bos Sores of Almost rrery: font print out quite 
the fancy fonts, includes standard __ beautifully. The 
which are : . } illustrations 
intended for punctuation and dotted around 
display effects many symbol the page, show- 
do not have all = ing a selection 
the extras of the Oxie- 
included, but you will still be ware fonts, were printed using 
pleasantly surprised by what a Hewlett Packard Deskjet 

is available. 560C and Calamus SL. The 


Oxieware is a Swedish 
company which has gathered 
together fonts from various 
sources (all PD) and converted 
them into Calamus format. 
Extensive work has been done 


to make them compatible with 


ee ite ll ee a el Fg 


Cecemaad cw 17 Feemal! Metres all versions of Calamus, and to 
, er ee, Prepared ‘ eet , 
\ OmWARD 18 BV POREATT Paper Boy include aS Many characters as 
* SaEWARE IM 7 PORMATI Uite Betta possible. The result is sixteen 


OX IE WARE [4 ST FORMAT: X-Maa 
< Oxieware in ST Format! 


disks of fonts which are ideal 
for semi-professional or even 
professional use, without the 
staggering price tag. 


By any other name 
Many of the fonts are versions 
of well-known fonts with well- 
established names. Copyright 
restrictions mean that the 
familiar names cannot be used, 
$0 an appropriate ‘near miss’ 
name is used. For example, 
the font you may know as 


| are included in . _ “sy alewaie be EF Frome Chic 
Extra geist hoy ex Mo ee ee becomes shale m1 7 sO SE BRIT Keyboard 2 
: ke , and Swiss becomes SchHwelt?. © scssse £7 dune Erautman 
need to use an inferior font just because it | f= h dick PRT veseett 
has a pound sign. A text hile on each dis Pape cerkalest or hae 


ee 
 Oateeens le ST Foam | 
ODEwaE oT Font 


results are crisp and pleasing, 
and even the X-Mas font - 
which looked terrible on 
screen — printed very nicely, 
with caps of ‘snow’ on top of 
each letter. 


Choosing fonts 
Given that there are sixteen 
disks in the set, you may be 
wondering how you can 
choose the disk that you need. 
Fortunately, a complete demo 
list of the fonts is available on 
an A4 sheet from JCA Europe. 
There are never less than 
twelve fonts per disk, and 
fonts with several versions 
(condensed, italic and so on) 
have been kept together. 

If you are looking for an 
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ORM WARE WEFT Fomr-acti 
“> Chine in ST format! 
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Aliagre 


Banindk 


Bocioaind 
aL] 
Boeton 


excellent font set, but don’t 
want to spend too much 
money, the Oxieware font pack 
is for you. The £99 price tag for 
all sixteen disks is superb 
value for money for 246 fonts, 
and you save £20 on the com- 
bined price of the individual 
disks. Bear in mind that 246 
commercial fonts could cost as 
much as £9,840. If, on the other 
hand, you want to build up 
your collection more slowly, 
£7.50 per disk is easily afford- 
able. Oxieware has put quality 
Calamus fonts within the reach 
of everyone. stf 

ANDY CURTIS 


| Product: Oxieware Calamus Font Set 
Price: £7.50 per disk, £99 for all 
16 disks 

Contact: JCA Europe Ltd 

Tel: 01734 452416 

Min system: Any program that can 
use Calamus fonts 


ie a 


Berne Tanga 


Se ————— 
Broadcasil 
Comedy Ona 


No missing characters 
or symbols 
Fantastic price 


Are you kidding? 


You’ve seen the 


film, read the book, 
and bought the T-shirt. 
Now there’s another 


SCREENPLAY BANG 


_ 
el 
q a 
* ri be sh 


ee 
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Alien eggstravaganza... 
get ready to hammer that joystick. 


kay, it’s time to 
don your army- 
surplus jacket and 
jackboots once 
more, adopt a drawling 
Yankee accent, and reduce 
your ordinarily rich 
vocabularly to a limit- 
a. ed assortment of 
monosyllabic 
internections. 
Yep, it’s Alien 
gain, courtesy 
this time of 999 
sae 


Alien Thing is incredibly playable 
and the graphics and sound are 
great, so why the low score? It’s 
becasue there just isn't enough to 
challenge the hardened 
gameplayer. There are so many 
extra lives lying around the ship 
that we found ourselves carrying 
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As you may have gathered 
from issue 71's Cover Disk 
demo, Alien Thing is an over- 
head arcade shoot-‘em-up. A 
large spaceship of alien origin 
is found on the edge of the 


off ' 
ab roaratateees 


woe eee eee 4 = ee 


a ] 
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Fe = 
= | 


mi 


Ammunition is found 


aplenty in lockers around the 
ship. Quite why the aliens 
have littered their ship with 
guns they can’t use is beyond 
us, but their carelessness 
enables you to waste as many 
eggs and aliens as you fancy. 
There are 11 levels, each 


solar uepow with different 
your task is to #6 . ' 
interceptand Ulcide pills eat ae sie 
destroy it. To replenish your simple see-it- 
facilitate this : . | shoot-it 
objective and, supplies — at the missions as you 
more to the cost of a life pick up extra 


point, sahate 

your Eruthioss 

thirst for mass geno- 
cide, you are equipped 
with an Uzi, laser can- 
non and flame-thrower. 


ten or more extra lives into the 
last level. This is unacceptable 
when the asking price is a 
smidgeon under £20. If Top Byte 
sort out this error in a future 
version, Alien Thing will be well 
worth a look. Otherwise, approach 
with caution. 


access cards, 

lives and 
ammo. Rooms are sealed by 
sliding doors, which can only 
be opened with one of your 
flexible friends. This enables 
you to keep the aliens at bay 
until you are ready to execute 
them, but becomes frustrating 
if you run out of cards before 
you've completed the mission. 
Thankfully, you carry suicide 
pills, which replenish your 
ammo and card supplies = at 
the cost of a life. 

Later missions demand 
complicated DIY tasks, such as 
draining the ship of flood- 
water, re-activiting the oxygen 
regulators and fixing the light- 
ing systems. Once 
finished, you 
must position 
explosives in 
the engine 
rooms and 
vacate the ship. 


Although the backgrounds 
could have been better ren- 
dered, the chunky sprites are 
well-animated and responsive. 
Where the game really excels 
is in the sound effects, which 
create a convincing and tense 
atmosphere (the siren in the 
last level is really terrifying). 

A minor criticism is the 
lack of a two-player option, 
which would have been more 
appropiate to the Alien theme. 
More levels would also have 
been welcome, especially as 
the game fails to present much 
of a challenge (see below). 

All things considered, 
Alien Thing is a competent 
recreation of the classic Ridley 
Scott scenario. If you're after 
an arcade-style shoot-’em-up, 
complete with varied weapon- 
ry, power-ups and guardians, 
this is the Thing. stf 

STEVEN RAYNES 


‘Alien Thing 
£19.99- 
Top Byte Software 


01622 763056 
All Ataris, LMByte and 
joystick required 


Alien 
Thing 


@ Great sound effects 
@ Diversity of levels 


@ It's too easy 


A good blast, but not a 
challenging one. Great 
graphics 

and sound, 

though. 


If you’ve been wishing for a hover- 
craft sim, then wish no more. Unless 


you haven't got a Falcon, in 
which case carry on. 


igh-speed hover- 

crafts are very dif- 

ficult to control. 

How do we 
know? Because we've played 
Gravon, and if it’s anything like 
real life they are absolute 
swines to corner. 

On the plus side, the 
hovercraft in Gravon have laser 
cannons and shields. You need 
these because, as usual, there 
are a host of other craft intent 
on sending you home in 
wooden box, 

Gravon is an original 
Falcon game, which originates 
from the Czech Republic, 
where they evidently have 
some under-used talent. The 
action takes place in a 3D 
world generated 
using vector 
graphics, and it 
runs in True- 
Colour mode. 


on 


Your instruments include a 
radar, a compass and a handy 
map showing the targets. The 
landscapes appear to be gener- 
ated randomly, so if you play 
the same mission twice you 
get different terrain each time. 
You can view your armoured 
chariot from various different 
angles, none of which, sadly, 
do anything for 
your driving or 
combat 
abilities. 

Your first 
task is to com- 
plete the train- 
ing Mission. 
This is not as 
easy as you might think. You 
have to drive through a series 
of gates; if you miss one, you 
are taken back to the start to 
do it again. 

Once you're trained, you 
can embark on a series of 
proper missions, the first 
of which involves pick- 
ing up three objects hid- 
den in villages. The 


The grap 


Here you're zooming towards an — 


attractive, and the 
landscapes recede 
into the mist nicely 


unsuspecting village. You don't have to 


GAME Zen SCREENPLAY 


second mission intro- 
duces your combat- 
ants, which include 
enemy hovercraft, 
tanks and helicopters. 
Gravon isn't a 
game you can leap into for an 
instant blast — you need to 
master the controls and do a 
lot of tedious manoeuvring 
first. The mouse controls the 
rudder and aims your lasers, 
while you set the throttle with 
either the keyboard or a joy- 
stick - simple enough. It's the 
flight characteristics that get 
you, though. 
Your hov- 
ercratt isn't just 
difficult to con- 
trol, it’s incred- 
ibly frustrating 
as well. You fly 
towards your 
target, 200m 
straight past it, execute some 
erratic waltzing manoeuvres 
and then have to line up for a 
second go. The effects of iner- 
tia and momentum make even 
simple corners tricky, although 
you do have special inertia- 
dampening brakes which help. 
The music between mis- 
sions is excellent and the 
sound effects are reasonable, 
although your hovercraft 
sounds like a tube train. A 
comforting female voice 
informs you of low fuel and 
enemy attacks. The graphics 
are attractive, and the land- 
scapes recede into the mist 
very nicely. The world isn't 
exactly packed with other 
objects though, and 
all the shapes are 
pretty simple. 
The main 


hics are 


si. 


that it’s just not enough fun, 
and you need to put in a fair 
amount of hard work just to 
master the controls. If you 
want a good Falcon 3D blaster, 
Steel Talons is a much better 
bet. If you have always han- 
kered after a hovercraft simu- 
lation, and can live with the 
controls, by all means get a 
copy. Just don’t start complain- 
ing when you smash into your 
refuelling station at the end of 
a mission. 


CHRIS LLOYD 


Gravon 
£35 
Access Information 


01628 721173 
Falcon, 4MByte RAM, 
_ BMByte hard drive space 


(sravon 


@ An original Falcon game 
@ Some good effects and 
music 


@ Your hovercraft takes 
some mastering — to 
put it mildly 

= A little crude in places 


An enterprising game, but 
ultimately it's only satisfying 
for the 
dedicated 


hoverpilot. 


blow up the buildings, but what the hell. 


trouble is 
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The Problem: Eastenders or Street Fighter? 
The Solution: A Dedicated Video Monitor. 


/Microtrade 


LOWEST PRICED TOP QUALITY 
RIBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS 
Printer Ribbons 3 


Lot 2+ 5+ M+ 
165 245 2.25 
4.31 331 al 
2 2 20 
3.75 3.545 3.35 
270 2.50 2. 
435 415 304 
355 475 3.55 
3 3.10 2-90 
290 2.75 255 235 
321 3.01 281 
PST V7 1.67 
375 3.55 335 

288 268 248 Siar LC200 
3.17 3.02 2.82 262 Star LDC24-10200 


Ring For Ribbons Not Listed. 


1 NORTH 


BLACK 
Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 
Amstrad DMP 4000 
Amstrad PCWS2568512/LO3500 
Brother MOOS) L024 1 1209 
Citren [SOVLSPIOVGwah 249 
Commadore MPS 17201230 
Epson LiQ100 
Epon LOMO S00 Ein 0 
Epson FXUMX/RXB0/FXULXS00 
Epaon POOR OOF RMX 1000) 
Epson LCS R60 
Mannesmann Tally SVS | 
OK] MLISDISYV 92 T9Y 195 


BLACK 
Panasonic KEXP) 12/1 1241140 
Panasonic KOXP] (Gx) | Sv S92 
Panasonic KAPITI 180 
Seikosha SLOOWS2A5 
Star LC O10 
Star LC200 
Star LC24-10/200 
Taxan Kaga RPS) 1S 10915 


lof & % lb 
346 3.31 3.11 2.91 
289 2.74 254 234 
495 4.80 4.60 4.40 
5.70 5.55 5.35 5.15 
229 214 

3.00 2.85 

296 2.71 

3.14 299 279 259) 
lo 2+ 5 10+ 
11.95 11.80 11.60 11.20) 
10.63 10.48 11.60 9.88 
6.00 585 5.65 5.25 
6.78 9.63 9.43 9.03 
9.63 948 9.28 B88 


Ciizen Swift 24 
Panam KXP212 32120 
Star LC iis) 00 


31/2" Disks & Disk Boxes 

DS/DD DS/HD 
10 Disks £5 d6 
25 Disks £10 £11 
50 Disks £16 £18 
100 Disks £29 433 


i744 each 
12.14 each 
£4 24 eat 
Fo each 
12.14 each 


16.00 each 


Canon B]- 1/20 Carridge 
Commodore MPS1270 Cartridge 

HP Ceskpet Cartrichee (Dicutle (Can) 

HF Deskjet Ta-Colour Cartridge 

HP ThinkjetQuéeqet Cartricige 

HP Deskjet Tri-Colour Cartridge Refill 


! Inkjet Refills (Twin Packs) for Canon BJ-10'20, 81300, HP eC THER WOR 
250 Disks 465 476 cane Available in Black. Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Red, BA LEMAWES 

rl ay ee ra | Bhar, Grown, Light Green, Dark Green and Gold. CANNON FODDER 
500 Disks #125 £148 1 Pack £11.00. 2+Packs 10.60 ea, 5+ Packs 2% CARTOON COLLECT 


Preformatted (MS-DOS) disks available at 2p extra‘disk. 


HP Laseet (VT Toner Carticige 44.5] each 
All Disks Certified 100% Error Free : : S 


HP Lasegjet (P/TP Toner Cartridge 59.03 cach 
hing For Inkjets & Toners Not Listed. 


CPU & Monitor Dust Cover 


COLONELS BEQUEST 


FOR A CORPSE 


: a Monitor Dust Cover CYBERCON 3 LEISLIRE SLT LARRY | 
Roll 1000 31/2" Disk Labels 80 Column Printer Dust Cover D DAY LOTLS TRILOGY - LOTUS P:28.3 ZAK MCKRACKEN 

if ik Cleani r eo a ; i Po ~ * hy Lao ARE, tf ee 222 Pee 
31/2" Disk Cleaning Kit Amiga 500 Dust Cover DGzY COUECTION MANHUNTER NEW YORK BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


} Parallel Printer Cable (1.8m) Antga 600 Dist Cover 


Peat el ele 
Lar 


ooh RE ins lt HOWLES BOOK OF GAMES | MONKEY SLAND KNIGHTS OF THE Sky 
HOLES BOOK OF GAMES 2 NIGEL MANSELL Ml TANK PLATOON 
NOIANA JONES LAST CRUSADE PIRATES MECAWINTER 2 


01543 250377 Ring us or send cheques to: (543 250377 
Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 375, Owl House, fae 
5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE 


Official Government & Educational orders welcome 


MARINE ROAD, 


APECYBERBALL ELA AINDICATOR. EGCAPE Few THE PLANET O¢ THE ROBOT MOAATERS 


| ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 3 FOR £20-00 OR £10 EACH risase cove 1 aLreaname 


i) LiF t_ Thy 
mie | 2] 4 aah ae ie aot a, 
A WASSER 9 CATA f ke 


LEYS AL SGD Derr 


| GAMES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PLEASE MOTE - A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER. ORDERS 
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PHILLIPS 


PRINTERS 


Hard on copy. Soft on wallet. 


The Redwood Building, Leighton Road, Buttington, Welshpool SY21 SHE 
Tel: 01938 556575/556623 


Monitor specification: Phillips HCS35 Video monitor with speaker - compatible with AMIGA, NES, SNES, MEGADRIVE Ill, ATARI ST & composite video 
(price includes video lead). Printer specification: Phillips NMS1136 9-pin NLQ Dot matrix printer, Epsor/IBM compatible, 120CPS draft, tracton/single sheet fed, supplied with lead. 
Note: all equipment advertised is second-user and has been fully refurbished, tested and repackaged in our warehouse facility and carries a 90 DAY WARRANTY. 
Prices advertised do not include P&P:- please add for single item - £15.00 Two items - £19.50. ORDERING: please place orders by post ensuring that you specify item(s) 
required & your computer type. Cheques or postal orders only please, made out to "MICRO-T". 
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“SCANNING Sala ena 


a: - enable you to enhance 
i YO our 2 art work ail jazz up your 
documents. Peter Crush explains 
who’s who and what's what on the 

ST scanner scene. 


asy to install artistically challenged 
and dead ST user to add graph- 


simple touse, 18 fo newsletters, 
scanners posters and reports. a 
enable even the § They make it easy to * 
mast produce professional- 


looking illustra- 
tions... and they're 


great fun. 


fabric like one ae Karen's ‘old 
cardies can add interest to an 
otherwise flat and boring 
piece of artwork. 


any drawing, page Optical Character 
or photograph, and Recognition: OCK software 
convert the printed can save you hours of typing. 
\ information into dig- You simply scan any printed 
ital signals that are or typewritten text, and your 
fed into your com- OCR software interprets the 


puter. The result is a image and extracts the text. 
digital picture that fpf antes fe 


can sean. Usually the master | 
which up to seven nickel nega } 
negatives in turn provide the b 

up to seven master discs from) | 


to your work. Using your own use a scanner. 
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Can | use a PC or Mac 
scanner with my ST? 


The scanners supplied for 

Macs and PCs cannot be 
plugged into the ST. In many cases 
the scanning heads are the same 
as those used on ST models, but 
the electronic interface and 

software are quite different. 

| The only exception is System 
solution's flatbed scanner package 
(opposite). It can be used with any 
of the Epson scanners employed 
by Mac and PC users. 


Are ST scanners compatible 
with the Falcon? 


sometimes. The AlfaScan hand 
\scanner only works with STs, 

and won't work with a Falcon. 
Likewise, the PowerScan is not 
claimed to be Falcon compatible. 

system Solutions’ flatbed 
scanner works with both the ST 
and the Falcon, but needs different 
connections for the Falcon. The 
Naksha ST scanner is also 
supposed to be Falcon compatible, 
but we couldn't get hold of one to 
confirm this, and they aren't being 
| produced any more. 


| Can | scan large pictures, such 
as A4 posters? 


Scanning A4 pages is no 
problem with a flatbed scanner, 
| as it will accept paper in any size 
| Up to just over A4. Hf you have a 
hand-held model, you can make a 
scan of any length (memory 
permitting) but the maximum width 
is only 105mm (4inch). 

Luckily, both the ST hand 
scanners reviewed here come with 
software that enables you to join 
scans together, so you can merge 
a scan of the left-hand side of an 
| A4 page with one of the right-hand 
side. Alternatively, you can take a 
number of scans of a really big 
picture, and import the image files 
| into your favourite art program. 
| With a little patience, it’s possible 
to cut and paste the separate bits 
into a composite image. 


Can | scan in colour? Are there 
any colour hand scanners? 


The ST hand scanners operate 

in monochrome, although 
scans can be saved in greyscale 
formats, too. However, the System 
Solutions flatbed scanner scans in 
mono, greyscale and colour. 

At one time there were a | 
couple of colour hand scanners for | 
the ST, one of which was from 
Migraph, producer of the excellent 
Touch-Up and Full OCR software. 
Unfortunately, these scanners are 
no longer available in the UK, so if 
| you want colour you'll have to 
splash out on a flatbed, or use a 

scanning service (see the Services 
panel, opposite, for details). 


FEATURE Pein 


You'd like a scanner, but you don’t 
know which one to get? Read our 


guide to new and second-hand 


ST scanners. 


here are two kinds of 

scanner: small hand- 

held ones which are 

‘wheeled’ across the 
original artwork by hand, and 
larger flatbed scanners which 
do the scanning mechanically. 
Here's a run-down of the three 
scanners currently available 
for your ST. 


PowerScan 
£99, Power Computing Ltd 
w 01234 273000 


The PowerScan hand scanner 
comprises a 105mm-wide 
scanning head, connected by a 
2m cable to an interface which 
plugs into your ST's cartridge 
port. A 13A power supply unit 
is provided, but you have to 
supply a plug. 

There is a four-position 
switch on the right-hand side 
of the scanner to select the 
scan resolution. On the oppo- 
site side, another switch 
enables you to select between 
line art and three photographic 
modes (as described in the By 
Hand panel, opposite). On the 
underside you'll find two little 
rollers and one large one, and 
scanning is activated when 
you press a large thumb- 
operated button on the left 
side of the head. 

The PowerScan is easy to 
control - the rubber rollers 
provide a sure grip and pre- 
vent the scanner head from 
sliding sideways, even on 
glossy surfaces. Conveniently, 
a little toggle switch on the 
interface enables you to turn 
the scanner off without having 
to disconnect it or turn off the 
mains power. 


STF RATING: 89% 
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The PowerScan is a light grey 
moulded plastic gismo for scanning 
by hand. if you move it too quickly 
or too slowly, the warning light 
flashes at you, 


£99, Golden Image UK Ltd 
@ 0181 90092791 


Alfa Data's scanner is very 
similar to the PowerScan 
model. You get the same type 


of scanning head, it's also 
capable of 105mm-wide scans 
and the controls are virtually 
identical. You can choose 
between the standard four dpi 
settings, and have line art or 
three photographic settings for 


BUYING SECOND-HAND 


| a ustokecciee 


used to be widely available, but 
sadly is no more. It was a reliable 


piece of kit, the first really popular 


peripheral, and a bit of ST history. 
Golden Image UK now supplies the 
Alfa Data scanner instead. 

Zydec is a brand name that 
seems to have disappeared, 
although you still see its external 


plugging it in the wrong way round 
can damage both the scanner and 
your ST. It has been reported that 
the Naksha scanner works with 
the Falcon, but we haven't been 
able to verify this. 


Benin FEATURE 


wes 


SCANNING ACCESSORIES 
If you're using a hand scanner, here are a couple of 
accessories to look out for: 


_ of the tray, and the 
built-in runners enable 
you to glide the scanner 
over it in a nice smooth, 
straight pass. Migraph file scanning ortwork making 
makes one, but none of hpsinrana nan patch 7 


The AlfaScan scanner looks much 
machine, but handles slighty 

differently, and ls ewitched on via 
the software, rather than manually. 


your scans. 

Like the 
PowerScan, the 
AltaScan connects to your ST 
Via an interface which plugs 
into the cartridge port on the 
lett hand side of your machine, 
and the connecting lead is 
again 2m in length. However, 
the AlfaScan's three rubber 
rollers are not as good at 
gripping the paper as the 
PowerScan’s rollers, so you 
have to take more care to pre- 
vent it from slipping sideways. 

As a special deal for ST 
FORMAT readers, the £99 
AlfaScan package includes 
Touch-Up and Merge-It software. 
If you want Migraph’s OCR 
software as well (see the 
Optical Character Recognition 
panel on page 45), the whole 
package is currently only £119, 
instead of the usual £139. 

STF RATING: 85% 


Scans can be made in four 
resolutions: 100, 200, 300 and 
400dpi. The greater the resolution, 
the more detailed the image, but 
the trade off is that huge chunks of 
memory are required, and your 
picture files get very large and 
unmanageable. In practise, 200dpi 
is fine for most purposes. 

Once you've selected the 
appropriate resolution, there are 
four scanning modes to choose 
from. ‘Text’ is suitable for any black 
and white image, or text. The other 
three settings are for scanning 
photos or coloured pictures. They 
produce dithered images, which 
use patterns of dots to represent 
the various shades. Finally, the 
contrast control on the scanner 
enables you to adjust the sensitivity 
of the scanning head. 

Selecting the most suitable 
settings for a particular picture is a 
matter of trial and error - keep 
tweaking the settings until you get 
| the effect you want. 


the usual ST suppliers 

have any in stock at present, You 
you will see them from time to 
time, though - they cost anything 
from £40 to £60. They're a bit 


huge difference if you have a lot 
of scanning to do. 


At just £9.95, scanning mats are 
much less expensive. They are a 


| scanning tray, and are well worth 
| the money, if only because they 


ports. Note that the Epson 
scanners are widely available, 
but as yet only System 


Epson GT scanners _ Solutions does interfaces and 
£699-899, System Solutions software for the ST and Falcon. 
@ 0181 6933355 Once you've placed your 
The Epson GT6500, GT8500 artwork and closed the lid, the 
and GT9000 flatbed scanners scanner does all the work for 


look like small desktop photo- 
copiers. They're all very simi- 
lar from the outside, but the 
more expensive models have 
better optics and can scan at 
higher resolutions. 

At the back is the 
mains cable, and a SCSI 
connector (with a knob for 
changing the ID). This 
connection is for Falcon 
and TT owners. It you 
have an ST, the scanner 
connects to your com- 
puter via a special paral- 
lel lead, which plugs 
into the ST's printer 
and MIDI or serial 


you — no more pressing but- 
tons or wheeling the unit over 
your artwork. Everything is 
controlled via the software. 
Obviously these larger, 
automatic, more accurate 


Epson's GT9000 fistbed scanner is part of Systam Solutions’ top-ofthe-rangs 
scanning package. R scans in mono, grayscale or colour. 


expensive, really, but they make a 


cross between a mouse mat and a 


hold your artwork still as the 
scanner runs over it. 

The mat is made of the usual 
neoprene-like foam, and has a 
clear plastic flap that you place 
your artwork under. A perspex 
T-square is also provided, to help 
you to keep your scanning action 
straight. It's not as good as a 
scanning tray, but it is affordable, 
and available now. Contact Golden 
Image on t 0181 9009291 for 
more information. 


and extremely refined scanners 
are better for heavy-duty 
professional use, but you can 
get most acceptable results 
with hand scanners too, and at 
much lower cost. This is just a 
brief overview of the Epson 
scanners — look out for a full 
in-depth review of the GT6500 
in a future issue. 


SERVICES 


ip 


format your DTP package can use. 
These are professional 
companies and their services don't 
come cheap (expect to pay a few 
pounds per scan). If you often need 
scanning done, you probably ought 
to consider getting a cheap 
secondhand scanner of your own. 
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SCANNING 
Here's how to get more 
than your money's worth 

| from your scanner: 


Don't use too high a resolution, 
the results don't always look 
better. Believe it or not, 200dpi is 
| a good all-round setting, and the 
resulting image file won't be too 
large to store on floppy disk. 


Do move your hand scanner 
, smoothly and slowly - you'll get 
better scan. Keep trying until 
you get the result you want. The 
only cost involved here is your 
time, 50 persevere. 


3 Adjust the contrast control on 

your hand scanner to suit your 

artwork. The correct setting will 

| depend on the colours and texture 

of your source material - too high 
or low will give poor images. 


Keep the scanning head, and 
your artwork, clean and dust- 
| free, The rubber rollers will tend to 
attract and collect fluff, and you 
certainly don't want any of it 
getting into the works. 


Save disk space by using a 
space-efficient image file 

format, such as TIF or IMG, which 
are supported by Touch-Up 2.5. 
Avoid the more ancient, bulky 
image formats, such as Degas 
and Neochrome. 


lf your scanning software 

can only save in a few older 
formats, why not use Imagecopy 4 
(reviewed on page 35) to convert 
your files to a more modern 

| format? FaST Club (= 0115 

9455250) also supplies earlier 
versions at very reasonable prices. 


To avoid ‘jaggies' in your scans, 
make sure that you scan 
parallel to any vertical lines in the 
| original artwork. A scanning tray 
| OF mat makes this easier. Without 
these, it's down to trial and error. 


Use a photocopier to reduce 

‘large pieces of artwork down to 
more convenient dimensions 
before you scan them. Aim for a 
4inch-wide image that you can 
scan in a single pass. 


The thing most likely to spoil 
your scans is sideways 

| movement of the scanning head, 

_ leading to broken lines and uneven 
jerky results. Practise smooth, 
sweeping, downwards movements, 
or use a scanning tray. 


FEATURE SCANNING | 


Scanners are just lumps of opto- 
mechanical circuitboards without 
the right software to bring them 
to life. Here’s what you need. 


PowerScan 
The PowerScan soft- 
ware requires only 
512K of RAM, and 
works in all ST reso- 
lutions. However, if 
you use itin ST low 
resolution with a 
colour monitor or 
television, it has the 
unusual ability to 
save images in 
simulated greyscale. 
It’s not ‘real’ greyscale techni- 
cally — the software uses the 
ST"s 16-colour palette to repre- 
sent 16 shades of gray. This 
facility could be useful for the 
ST user who doesn’t have a 
mono monitor, but is interest- 
ed in working with photo- 
graphic images. 

The PowerScan software is 
fairly utilitarian, and hasn't the 
wealth of features and power 
found in Touch-Up or GT-Look 
2. However, it’s very quick and 


‘PowerScan Professional | 


Atari ST GreyScale Scanner 


Version 1.83 
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EXIT 


COPYRIGHT & WRONG 


scanner = you can't just copy 
anything you fancy. You could find 
| yourself in trouble under 
copyright law if you reproduce 
| any material owned by others. 
The legitimate use of 
scanners is to digitise your own 


pictures and photos, not rip off 
other people's work. Always seek 
the permission of whoever holds 
the copyright to the image you 
want to use (usually the artist or 
photographer), and check with a 
lawyer if you're using it for 
commercial purposes. 
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The PowerScan janis $2 eeek ok es ten 94 
cover, which wes scanned at 200cdpl, using the finest 
of ts threes photographic dithering settings. 


whieh wives totaly el 
derrranared an thar (5 - bue f 


aang bh Augen Vi ith 


Ce Bd | | 


Deter eer: erica. Arte pom | 


easy to use, and there's 
nothing wrong with a bit of 
simplicity. Your scans can be 
saved in PowerScan PWS, 
Degas or IMG format, or as C 
source files for programmers. 

The ability to join scans 
together is built into the soft- 
ware. You can take an unlimit- 
ed number of scans down your 
artwork and combine them, 
but you have to be quite accu- 
rate to get everything to line 
up properly. Images can be 
inverted, flipped and so on, 
but the rudimentary pixel edit- 
ing facilities mean that you'll 
have to export your scans into 
an art program for any major 
image manipulation. 

STF RATING: 75% 


Touch-Up 

The Alfa data scanner really 
scores on the software front, 
because it comes with the 


7 Tokinsiin™ Copyright @ 04 Figeanh, Dre. Ve 


All Biaete eee 


Quiheral Paul Hanus b Brien Heroer 


Touch-Up le widely acclaimed as the best 
program for hand scanners. 


latest version of Touch-Up 
(which now incorporates 
Merge-It). Originating from 
Migraph, an American soft- 
ware house specialising in seri- 
ous applications, it is generally 
considered the best program 
for hand scanners. The pro- 
cessing power of Touch-Up is 
amazing, and it can even be 
used as a mono drawing pro- 
gram. It saves images in virtu- 
ally every graphic format, 
including those used on the 
PC and the Macintosh. 

Touch-Up 2.5 requires an 
ST with IMByte of memory 
and a double-sided disk drive. 
The AlfaScan / Touch-Up combi- 
nation produces monochrome 
(black and white) pictures 
only, so it works best with an 
Atari SM124 or 5M125 moni- 
tor; however, it can still be 
used with a colour monitor or 
television screen. 

When you consider that 
the whole Golden Image pack- 
age, comprising the scanner 
plus Touch-Up, costs only £99, 


Part of the front cover aime 74, scanned 
at 200dpl. Dragging the black oblong (lower 
left) enables you to move around the Image. 


hardware nect month And jusat think, Lotd | 
already developing a drive which thes 1OBy 


contrast contro! on ths scanner head to got a 
darker or lighter image. 


you'll realise what excellent 
value this package is. 

Golden Image also sup- 
plies Touch-Up as a stand- 
alone program (£35). It works 
with a range of other hand 
scanners, and can also be used 
as an art program, so you 
might want to treat your 
scanner to a copy. 


STF RATING: 92% 


run it with no problems. 
scanning usually needs lots of 
RAM, because large images 
take up lots of memory, but 
this software cleverly enables 
you to scan direct to disk. 
Because your Atari doesn't 
have to hold the image in 
RAM, it only needs enough 
memory to run the program. 
You can scan in mono, grey- 
scale or full colour, in a wide 
range of resolutions. The soft- 
ware further enhances your 
images by simulating ‘virtual’ 
resolutions of up to 1200dpi. 


GT-Look 2 enables you to 
‘pre-scan’ your artwork, 
then zoom in on the area 
you want and fine-tune 
all the settings before 
you take the final scan. 
As well as saving your 
scans in a range of stan- 


| SCANNING: FEATURE 


Interface! 


| Prescan: __ Grey 
Scan Color: (____White 
Screen; © |_Het=Screen i] 


| Gamma Corr.: |S CRT BC 
Color Corr. : 
Sharpness; 
Quality: 


GT-Look 2 provides more scanning- 
related features than you could 
over Imagine. Unless you are 
extremely imaginative, that ls. 


tual’ image, without importing 
the whole picture file. A repre- 
sentation of the image is dis- 
played, saving memory and 
speeding up operations. 

On the down side, both 
the software and the manual 
are in German. However, it’s 


GT-Look 2 dard ST formats, itsup- _ still very easy to use, and 

This top-of-the-range software ports TIC. This format English translations are expect- 

comes with System Solutions’ is specific to DA’s ed soon. Watch for a full 

Epson flatbed scanner pack- range of artwork soft- review in the near future. stf 

ages, and makes life really ware, and enables 2 

easy. Produced by the people you to load a ‘vir- , 

who brought you DA’s Layout FINAL SCORES 

and DA's Vector, it runs on an} . 
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"and input from sur good self. The program 
| cannot cope with major variations of size within 
MB Wew | | Append | | Read cone 
| text Fitch large heading 
Snall Fixed in the middle 
Proportional) of a chunk of 
smaller text 
will confuse it. 


Getaet Tent Recall isT 


Hornal 


ice tact anlacaeck Mice Vout Voom Sases fea ceo ts 
file to disk. Full OCR is multilingual - English, French, 
German and Dutch dictionaries are supplied. 


The clossly spaced in the word “wewally’ night 
cause problems, but Full OCR gets it dead right. In 
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Fast =— Services ..46 Stellar Atari ST Club Gil; 
: A fantastic 3D virtual reality world where you, as chief of the 
system Solutions. . . | internet Police Patrol, have pads ss ae rid the Superhighway of all villains. 


Enter this virtual real life ie esa aaa 


The Upgrade Shop : it's that : that addictive , 
SUPERHIGHWAY is the finest in shoot-em-up, racing, driving, puzzle and 
| strategy all in one game - in glorious 3D vector graphics of 12 different levels. 


Trading Post Runs on: §7/STE/Falcon 1 Meg minimum, Mouse and Colour Monitor 


Tumblevane PDL | ONLY £14-95 


ka; | Please make cheque or PO payable to ‘Vornon Works Limited | 
Owl Associates Lid Vornon Works . } Send to Vornon Works, 207 Lewis Trust, Warner Road, Camberwell, London $E5 PLY 


an | Telephone 0171 737 3006 
Premier Mail Order . Wizard Games a "Despatch within 24 hours 
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Convert your Amstrad 
COLOUR MONITOR 
Our custom made leads will convert your old Amstrad 
| monitor to work on your ST gacrispR.G.B. | 
_ colour picture & optional high quality stereo ica 


iy iy ‘ (. Cu ~ ly fel} 7 re | P; > 
ROVESSHAKEWAKE 
The latest titles at the lowest prices | 
alg adn gat A ded & Batnpel st /Lal fos Please state Model: STF, STM STFM, MegaST - Mono sound Beaty 


STE, Mega STE, TT, Falcon - Stereo | 
~Cheque/PO to: Hagars Electronics, | 
127 High Street, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1UD 
= Tel: 01795 663336 
P&P included. Delivery 2 days 


eager PHAZER GUN (FOR THE ATARI saan 
Enter a new phase of computer with the Trojan Lightphazer. Unleash your 
f=... ae. 


= Feeerer OUR PRICES rey 


| aoceracy fer all apes 


mea ne + £2.50 P.P 


[ Skeet Shoot: Travel the world and attempt to ORBITAL DESTROYER: Reach for your 
complete "The International Pro Skeet Shoot". Pulse Laser and blast the aliens as vou fight 
i] Try to better your score, or compete against ato save the planet Earth! Be careful, your 
friend in your bid to become ammunition supply is limited - if you nun out 
f World Champion the Earth will be doomed 


ADDITIONAL PHAZER GAMES:- FIRE STAR RAP £19-¢9 OUR PRICE £7.99 
ENFORCER RRP £1999 OUR PRICE £7.99 


ATARI ST/STE DISK SOFTWARE 
GFA RAYTRACE (Create your own animated 3D world). ..... 
THE BEST OF ST FORMAT (over 350 tips for your ST). 

AS ABOVE WITH 2 DISKS . 

STOS COMPILER (with manual) .... i 
GAMES GALORE (4 great games w niten using STOS S plus free disk compressor) .. Pers 3 \- 
STOS 3D (with manual) . cr 
STOS SPRITES 600 (with manual) . 

STOS MAESTRO (with manual) . pecan t kaa 
HOTWIRE (allows you to assign ‘Hot Keys’ for wa 54 programs).. fates 
THAT'S FUN FACE (5,576,787,923,200,000 poem le gsi eee 2 

VIRUS KILLER (kills 20 ST viruses). 

TIME (space, magic & mystery. The epic journey in time) . Fe ra 
HEREWITH THE CLUES (murder, mystery & suspense)... ee 
PREMIER COLLECTION (Exolon, Netherworld, it a Nebulus). . ea rd ee 
MOONSHINE RACERS (action packed chase thriller) . APT 7 
STF GRAPHICS COLLECTION { disk and sapien ha 

STF ANIMASTER idisk and book) ..... 

MAXIFILE (file management supe rool!) . 

GFA BASIC 3.5 INTERPRETER . : 

STORMBALL (sports sensation of the 21st century) . 
GAZZA 2 (the official Paul Gascoigne soccer simulation) . 

i INTERPHASE (dreams of the future)......... oe 


PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, PACKING ETC 


Se 


All orders sent by return: Cheques/Visa/Access/POs 

. TRADING POST 

y@ Victoria Road, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 SAF Visa | 
Tel/Fax (01952) 462135 


| FAULTY TROUBLESOME 
COMPUTER?? 

CALL FOR COLLECTION ‘OR 

PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE 

EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE 

REPAIR OF YOUR ATARI 


£44:00 


EXCLUDING DRIVE REPLACEMENT 


* ALL COMPUTERS REPAIRED TO COMPONENT LEVEL 

* DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER 
4 J ANYWHERE IN THE UK. 

Y 7, “4 144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1i 2HG 


TEL: 0471 252 


PUBLIC DOMAIN REVIEW 


Nick ‘The Boy’ Peers brings you another collection of praiseworthy 
PD and splendid shareware. And he’s not bitter. Well, not really... 


Skyduel 


Floppyshop, Disk GAM495ic 
All Ataris (except STs with 
TOS 2.06), joystick required 


Skyduel is a fantastic 
game for one, two or 
three players. It pits 
two desperate 
forces against each 
other in a battle for 
supremacy. 

Both sides have 


helicopters, fighter planes 
and cannons at their disposal. 
You can either aim your 


Wonder Disk 75 or Merlin _* 


PD, Disk MPD 2314 
Falcon only 


Backward 3 is the latest 
version of the acclaim- 
ed ST emulator for the 
Falcon. Although not 


| absolutely foolproof, it does 
enable Falcon owners to access a large 
number of those old ST games which would 
otherwise be gathering dust. 

Backward in its latest incarnation comes 
| complete with several preset configurations 
for use with specific games. The demo ver- 
sion only provides 20 configurations, but 
registering (Fr100, or about £13) gets you 


cannon at the opposition, or 
launch your airborne vehicles 
to do battle with machine-gun 
fire, missiles and bombs. 

Watch out for some annoy- 
ing distractions: alien space- 
craft attempt to whisk you off 
into space, high-powered jets 
keep getting in the way, and 
the occasional balloon drifts 
over. The balloons can be 
made invincible, and a third 
person can take control of 
them, bombing either side (or 
both, if he is so inclined). 

The graphics are a little 
small and crude, but the back- 


drops are detailed enough and 
play an important part in the 
game. The sound effects are 
best on the STE/Falcon, but 
it’s in gameplay and addictive- 
ness that Skydue!l scores its 
points. Whether you take on 
the computer or a friend, 


you'll soon get hooked. 

The controls are a little 
unresponsive, but well- 
defined. Although flying the 
plane will take a lot of prac- 
tice, the other (less powerful) 
forces are easier to control. If 
you choose the helicopter, you 
won't have too much trouble 
lifting off, landing and navi- 
gating the skies while blowing 
your opponent to pieces with 
your guns, bombs and missiles. 

From the slick opening 
menu and options to the actu- 
al battles themselves, this is a 
well-thought-out and brilliant- 
ly executed game. Skyduel is 
something you'll return to 
over and over again. In fact, I 
think I'll have another quick 
blast myself (Oh no you don't, 
it's my turn — Karen). 


STF RATING: 92% » 


WHAT GOOD VALUE 


software it will enable you to use. It's cer- 
tainly better than a kick in the teeth, and is 
excellent value for money for Falcon owners 
who are missing their old ST games. 


extra presets. The full version also enables 
you to store up to 2,000 of your own config- 


urations, so it's worth having. 

Backward is quite easy to use — the 

preset configurations 

should give you some 
| idea of how it works, but 
it’s a case of trial and error 
when it comes to discover- 
ing just how much of your 


STF RATING: 88% 


if there isn't a preset configuration for your favourite 
enables you to store up to 2,000 configurations. 
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Sands of Mars is essen- 
tially a strategy game. It 
pitches the might of 
Earth’s Martian Mining 
Corp against ‘alien’ 
Martians who have, surpris- 
ingly, taken exception to your 
efforts to rid the red planet of 
all its natural resources. 

You start off by allocating 
resources — in the form of 
cities, spaceports, factories and 
mines — before setting up a 
complex industrial organisa- 

A tion. Most of the 
game is spent 
ferrying raw 


| place to another, 
| where it is 


materials from one 


converted into profits for your 


employers, or extra facil- 
ities for your people on 
Mars. Your population 
requires extra cities as it 
grows, and defences to 
protect them. You also 
need a supply of medi- 
kits in case the dreaded 
Martian plague hits. 

After a while you'll find 
yourself under more direct 
attack from the Martians, but 
don't worry, you have plenty 
of firepower to see the aliens 
off. Crumbs, anyone would 
think the wretched creatures 
owned the place. 

Sands of Mars is superbly 
presented (spot those Star Trek 
samples), but it can all get a lit- 
tle confusing, not to mention 
monotonous. Until the aliens 


=) 
To $9 


“The cruel barren landscape opened up to Flight Cadet Peers and his hopper. It was the 


perfect place for a bitter man...” 


attack, all you do is shift raw 
materials from the mines to the 
cities, factories and spaceport, 
in an attempt to juggle the 
population’s needs with those 
of your employers. If you're 


into such games, or still miss 
the days of the British Empire, 
it’s worth a look. However, if 
you prefer lots of action, you'll 
be sorely disappointed. 


STF RATING: 69% 


USE YOUE O88 SER TENCE 


An interesting concept, but Sentences needs a lot of work done 


on it if it's ever to become a classic. 


DATABASES 
There are a number of databases 


designed for a specific purpose in the 
public domain or licenceware fields. 


Here are three of the latest. 


This licenceware effort is designed for golfers 


Sentences is a simple educa- 
tional program for small chil- 
dren. A list of words is 
provided, and you must click 
on them in the correct order to 
form the sen- 
tence at the top 
of the screen. 
There are 
four levels of 
play: the first 
two give you a 
sentence to 
copy and the 
correct number 
of words; level 
three removes 
the sentence at 
the top of the 
screen: and level 
four adds sever- 


al superfluous 
words (none of 
which ever 
change) to the 
bubbling pot. 
Sentences is 
well presented, 
but there are 
several niggling 
problems. The 
main one is that 
it fails to erase 
the last word in 
a sentence when 
asked to do so, 
which causes 
confusion. Also, because the 
sentences are picked at ran- 
dom, they sometimes repeat 
themselves. Other sentences 
are difficult to construct 
because they can be written in 
two ways (for example, 
Sentences recognises, ‘A tad- 


aLNT |) 


REMLRDER 
IKF ORMATION 
MAKE WHEW COURSE 
VIEW COURSE 
HEW GAHE 


HARUILAI 


ORS 
SHOTS 


HOLDER 


SEMFEMCE , 
WAKER 


° REGGE ell his 


After the birds and the bees, we move on to the caterpillar that 
became a butterfly and fluttered off into the sunset. 


pole is a young frog,’ but not, 
‘A young frog is a tadpole’). 

A nice try, but not a stun- 
ning success. The fact you can 
construct your own sentences 
will give it some longevity, but 
it’s severely flawed. 


STF RATING: 59% 


home about, 
and certainly 
not worth 
putting on your 
wall, Although 
the program looks 
polished, even diehard golfing 
fans may find it disappointing. 
STF RATING: 58% 


who like to keep precise records of their exploits 
in the golfing world. You enter the details of your En, 
favourite course(s), and then record your results 
for posterity. There's a section for recording your 
best shots, and you can enter your handicap, or 
even keep a record of your golfing equipment 
and reminders. 

Personal Golf Base is limited in that each 
time you wish to view a course or game you 


This fisherman's database 
promises much, but falls down 
on several key points. The 
presentation is awful, and the 
main program itself shows a distinct lack of 
planning and forethought. 

You enter each fishing trip separately, with 
information ranging from the venue itself, 


Ls PETERS 


The main screen of Personal Golf Base. Nice set of clubs, shame about the 
program. Now, where are my groovy checked trousers? 


must load it in from disk. Even if it's already 
resident in memory, you must re-load it from 
disk. As you can imagine, this quickly becomes 
annoying. The printout is also nothing to write 
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each other. Depending on the 
level you select, you must 
avoid placing these counters 
horizontally, vertically, diago- 
nally, or in various combina- 
Counter Atak is acolourfuland tions thereof. There’s a time 


intriguing strategy game. You limit as well, so don’t dither. 
must place counters of varying Behind the slick presenta- 
colours on to the 10x10 grid, tion and clear sampled effects 
ensuring that no two counters is a game that’s intensely 

of the same colour sit next to frustrating, but in the best 


possible way. It's 
certainly a worthy 
addition to your 
puzzle collection. 
Amaze is a slick | ss OUIT CANE} 
re-rendering of the Fa 
| old Maze game that 
| owners of 8-bit 
| machines, such as 


The ultimate in frustration. If only | had a ball of wool, it would be easier to avoid 
retracing my steps. Some cotton wool in my ears would be good, too. 


the BBC and maze, and this game does the tainment. Some keyboard 
| Spectrum, will best it can with the concept. shortcuts would have been 
@. 08.0908 | remember. There is, The sound effects which welcome, though. 
8, : | after all, only so accompany every move quick- STF RATING: 
One more pink counter and I'm stuffed. Guess what colour © ™uch you can do ly become annoying, but it’s 80% (Counter Atak) 
the next counter turned out to be... with a wireframe 3D = good for ten minutes of enter- 27% (Amaze) 


extra features that make Ihe Lets all go climbing 
Curse of Bolda much more than with Kev, here of 
senciel his Gio omit] Kev's World, and now 

a sequel tot e original. It The Curse of Bolda. 
features eight-way His next adventure is 
scrolling, and you can probably going to be 


| shoot baddies and col- Kev ill: Conquest 


Kev, from the platform 
game Kev's World 


122 4555 5% i > 2 
saannaaaaned 


(STF 73, 76%), is back! lect loads of bonuses esa Eee ee re 
Thankfully, this time and iwer-ibe — suchas oF a = 
around his girlfriend is Spon invincibility a ‘ ahi ‘Bs nés £430 7 
nowhere to be seen. jet pac, and a pick axe to levels. Each level is well slow gameplay. The graphics 

In The Curse of Bolda you enable Kev to scale walls. planned, too — not all the are well drawn and the sound 
progress from level to level Once again, however, the switches improve your posi- is bearable (STFM owners 

simply by grabbing the gameplay is somewhat slug- tion, and quite a bit of logical only get the music). However, 

required number of gems and gish, even on an STE. thinking is required in order £6 is a lot to shell out for a 

flicking enough switches to A nice touch is the inclu- to make progress. game which suffers from a 

make the exit accessible. sion of level codes, which The Curse of Bolda is a severe lack of speed. 

However, there are loads of enable you to skip earlier colourful game let down by STF RATING: 66% »> 
through the cost of a day ticket, weather field. The example files provided with the you won't want to be 
conditions and method of fishing, to your best program expose this massive shortcoming, with within ten miles of it. 
catch and general comments about the trip. entries for the temperature ranging from ‘Hot’ This is a pity a 


Unfortunately, there are no set criteria for each through ‘8 degrees’ to ‘Cold’. Similarly, the depth because it's Saale eS 
- measurements are given in feet in undoubtedly the best ml 
ae TT 


one record and metres in another. of the databases 


What this program requires is a reviewed here. It's 

more controlled means of entering wall presented, possesses a powerful search 
your data. So, for example, you engine -— custom-built for the task at hand - and 
could be given five choices when has a definite polished and finished feel to it. 
selecting the water conditions, Nevertheless, it has the same drawback as 
ranging from clear through cloudy the Fisherman's Database: you can't enter data 
to dirty or even polluted. Back to by selecting from a list of possible entries. This 
the drawing board, I'm afraid. leads to confusion if you don't establish strict 


STF RATING: 40% rules for your data. It also takes ages to load in 
records from disk. 
Nevertheless, the program should keep 
fuchsia fanatics happy. It might even be worth 
bribing the author to produce a slightly different 


a This program takes custom- database if your interest lies in azaleas, hardy 
Fuchsias my foot! | want a database to keep a record of my bonsai tree designed databases to their limit, perennials or plastic palms. 
collection (But, Nick, you don't have a bonsai tree collection - Karen). but unless you're a fuchsia fanatic, STF RATING: 64% 
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The winner of the 
recent Fried Bits 
Coding Convention 
I, The Lost Blubb is 
a superbly pro- 
duced demo that 
lasts four minutes. 
Visually stunning, it 
even impresses in the 
audio department. The dance 
music is surprisingly palatable 
and clearly sampled. 

The focus is on a young 
woman dancing, usually in 
silhouette, although 


occasionally more 
detail can be seen. A 
wide variety of back- 
drops are employed to flesh 
out the demo, and it works 
well. With a little more polish- 
ing, it could almost be 
released as a pop video. 

The only drawback is the 


size of the whole thing. 
Although you're getting 
a Very impressive four-minute 
demo, you might think twice 
about shelling out £7 for a 
non-interactive € Experie nce. 


Nevertheless, if you're a 
Falcon-owning demo junkie, 
this is one composition you 
ought to have. 

STF RATING: 88% 


another five tracks that exude rock, and the odd 
bit of funk (NSP Racer) and ambience (it's got a 
devil in the title). Rackin’ MOD Tracks is low on 
quantity, but high on quality, so get your blow- 
dried poodle David Coverdale haircut out and 
re-invent the cult of the air guitar. 


STF RATING: 73% 


Oh wow! At last, a MOD disk with some heavy 

| guitar sounds on it. This is a collection of MOD 
tunes for rockers. There's a Led Zeppelin track 
(undoubtably the highlight of the selection), plus 


Generation in its first appear- 
ance on the ST. Unfortunately, 
the age of the game shows — it 
won't run on the STE or 
Falcon. It's also rubbish. 
Ready phasers, arm photon 
torpedoes, fire. 


STF RATING: 46% 


Missed a recent ST FORMAT? Once you've chastised yourself 
with a large stick, check out our guide to the best programs 
reviewed in the past few months: 


brilliant, although the clip-art 
Images of the various ships 
are well scanned. 

The two games are both 
variants on the same theme — 
the second (which requires 
dearchiving to a blank disk) 
features the crew of the Next 


seems to only reach the begin- 
ning of the fifth series of the 
latter before jumping to a brief 
resume of the latest movie. 
Deep Space Nine and Voyager 
aren't mentioned at all. 

There are also six 
Degas PT] pictures, eight 
clip-art hles and two 
games, As with the Dr 
Who disk, the pictures 
are not particularly 


Remember the Dr Who disk 
which scored 55% in issue 74? 
This is more of the same, 
except that it features Star 
Trek. Again, the text files offer 
a detailed overview of both 
the classic and the Next 
Generation series, although it 


| TITLE PD LIBRARY TYPE 3 RATING 
ST Guide 1.3 HENSA 


THE FEDERATION PRESENT 


Do not approach this disk. It is quarantined. Using this disk will not enhance your 
life as a Trekker. You have been warned. 
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GEMBench 4.03 


Speed of Light 3.8 


NovaDisk 6 
Warp 2 
MultiC AD 
Bombzai 
Freedom 1.14 
Power 26 
Asteroidia 
Toys on Disk 
Thing 0.54€ 
KIVI 1.41 
Grafix PD Demo 
OASIS 

Square Off 
525 v2.1 


| ESSCode 6.4 


Cartoon Capers 


Stone Cold Sober 
| Ghostlink 


HENSA 

Cover Disk 72 
NovaDisk 
Keefy's PD 
Floppyshop 
Comp Dungeon 
HENSA 

Power PD 
LAPD 

GL-PD 

HENSA 

HENSA 

Power PD 
Demon 

Comp Dungeon 
HENSA 

HENSA 

Power PD 
Floppyshop 
Riverdene 


Hypertext 95% 


Benchmark utility 


Graphics utility 
Disk magazine 
Disk magazine 
CAD package 
Game 

File selector 
Disk magazine 
Game 

PCX clip-art 
Desktop 
Off-line reader 
Program demo 
Internet shell 
Game 


Sample convertor 


File convertor 
Game 
Game 
Network utility 


93% 
93% 
92% 
92% 
91% 
90% 
90% 
89% 
BE% 
86% 
86% 
85% 
84% 
84% 
84% 
B4% 
B3% 
B2% 
81% 
80% 


Internet style 


Join Charter 88 and 
Amnesty on the Net 
Save the world with 
Greenpeace 


Do the Net Nazis have 
your e-mail address? 


How virtual vicars 
spread the Word 


Pius! Can the Net really 
help the unemployed? 


Will Windows ’95 and 
The Microsoft 
Network mean 

the end of the Net? 


the internat et SPECIAL TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
mL 


a | 3 trial issues for only £7.95 
Issue 11 £3 = | @ Save 35p an issue on the cover price 
* on sale : , @ Each issue delivered free to your home 
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NO JOY 
[ have a problem with 
my joystick: the down 
function doesn’t work. 
I have checked its internal con- 
nections and they seem to be 
okay, so I suspect that it’s a 


hardware problem with my ST. 


What do you think? 
Kevin Tennant, Salisbury 


There are two possible 
causes for this problem. 
First, the wires inside 


the joystick cable near the 9-pin 
D-plug may have broken. This is 
the most common problem. To 
check for broken wires, all you 
have to do is plug in another joy- 
stick to see if it works okay. 
Borrow one from a friend and test 
it — if his works, all you have to 
do is replace your old joystick. 

If the second joystick shows 
the same symptoms, you have a 
problem with the connections 
inside your ST. Repeated plug- 
ging and unplugging of joysticks 
can cause the soldered connec- 
tions to break. Contact a local 
computer repair centre, or if there 
isn't one near you, contact one of 
the ST repair centers (see STF 71, 
page 22). It's a good idea to ring 
around and see who offers the 
cheapest quote, because prices can 
vary. The repair should cost you 
around £20 at a local shop, or 
anything up to £50 if you send it 
away for repair. 


SERIAL KILLER 


I have an old Castle 
printer with a serial 
. port. Can I convert it 


to a parallel printer so I can 
use it with my ST? 
James Hindle, Sheffield 


Oh dear, James. I hope 
you didn’t pay too much 
for the Castle printer, 


because it’s unlikely you'll ever be 
able to use it with your ST. 

When buying a printer for 
your ST, you must always ensure 
that it is a parallel (Centronics) 
printer, and it's a good idea to 
make sure that it is no more than 
fwo years old when you buy it. 
This is to ensure that it has a 
built-in Epson emulation, or other 
common emulations that are sup- 
ported by ST software 

Call First Computer Center 
on ® 0113 2319444 for details of 
its range of ST compatible print- 
ers. You can buy a new Star LC9O 
printer for just over £100. 


DOWN, BOY 


How do I get a 
Fidonet address, and 
= do I have to pay for it? 


Steven Palmer, Durham 


All you have to do to get 
a Fidonet address is to 
join a local BBS (bul- 


letin board service) that acts as a 


Clive Parker dons his 1983 
C&A anorak and gets all 
technical about STs, add- 
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Despite recent problems with vindictive flashes of lightning knocking out his hard drives, 


Andy Curtis is determined to restore the Ad.Lib BBS to its former glory. 


Fidonet node. Any messages that 
you leave in the Fidonet area are 
automatically sent over Fidonet. 
Call the Ad.Lib BBS on 0191 
3702659 — it's quite close to you 
and has links to numerous net- 
works dealing with the ST. 


VGA MODE 


[have bought a PC 
VGA monitor and I 
want to know if I can 


use it to display the high res 
mode of my 1040 STE. And if 
so, what kind of cable I should 
get? I have a Taxan Super 
Vision 14-inch monitor, model 
SV-780EV. 

Birnie Kee, London W2 


Yes, tt should be possible 
A to use the monitor in 

high res mode. Contact 
Meedmore (@ 0151 5212202) 
with details of the monitor and 
your STE. If Meedmore doesn't 
have a ready-made lead, its staff 
can make one for you. The lead 
should cost around £15-£20, 
depending on the connectors. 


BUY A FALCON 


Can I get a 68882 co- 
processor and fit it 
into my STE? I want to 


know if it will speed games up 
so much that they become 
unplayable. And what's this I 
hear about a 16 million colour 


ON THE INTERNET AND AROUND THE WEB 


I'd like to thank you for your Internet feature in 
issue 65, it was actually quite useful and easily 
understandable. That is, up to the point when you 
started talking about Demon Internet services, 
which I've never heard of. 

| have a 520 STFM, modem, phone line and 
some decent comms software. Yet this company 
tells me that I can connect to the Internet via its 
| service for a monthly cash fee. Do | really need 
anything else? And what the hell is this TCP/IP. 
KA9Q, e-mail, Usenet, Telnet and FTP software 


supplied by Demon? Do | really need it to connect 


to the Internet? 

And do | need to upgrade to LMByte of 
memory? I've been getting along okay with 512K 
for a while now. 

Heikki Myllari, Kuivaskyla, Finland 


owt . 


J eo 


stf: Demon Internet is a UK company which 
provides access to the Internet. it enables you to 
connect to the Net by dialling into one of its 
connection points, known as a PoP (Point of 
Presence). You can't connect to the Internet 
unless you have an account with an Internet 
provider. Unfortunately, I'm not familiar with any 
Finnish access providers, but you should be able 
to find one by checking through some of the 
Finnish PC magazines. 

And you do need the TCP/IP and KA9Q 
software to connect to the Internet, because all 
Internet services use their own unique transfer 
protocols. These are called Transfer Control 
Protocol and Internet Protocol (hence TCPAP) 
and are essential if you want to use the Internet. 
You should have at least 1MByte or memory for 
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accessing the Internet, and a hard drive is 
advisable. It doesn't cost that much to upgrade. 
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You need special software to access the Internet. You 
can't do it with an ordinary comms program. 
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graphics board? Do some 
games use it? 
R Birks, Pontefract 


You can’t fit a 68882 co- 
processor into the STE 
A. because there's nowhere 
for it to be installed. The 
Falcon030 has a built-in socket 
for the co-processor, but there's no 
similar slot in the STE. 

Graphics cards are rather 
expensive and are primarily 
designed to work with serious 
image manipulation software, not 
with games. Because so few STs 
have added graphics capability, no 
ST games have been written that 
use more than the standard 
palette of the STFM and the STE. 
Falcon030 games are written to 
support 256 colours. 

If you want more power, you 
may be better off getting a Falcon 
—an ST graphics card will cost 
about as much as a Falcon. Call 
System Solutions on ® 01/53 
832212 for details of its graphic 
cards, and for Falcon(30 prices. 


SURROUND ME 
Many Falcon030 pro- 
grams say they can use 

, surround sound. How 


A 


| 


# 
Poet i] 
— 
cs ho 


would I go about connecting 
up four or five speakers to 
my Falcon? 

Robert A’Court, W Midlands 


You wouldn't, not 
A directly. What you need 
to get ts a surround 


sound decoder with built-in 
centre and back speaker amplifier, 
and the centre and back speakers. 
You'll also need a reasonable 
stereo system with a good ampli- 
fier and speakers. 

You connect the stereo sound 
output from your Falcon030 to 
the stereo input on the decoder. A 
pair of cables for the main speak- 
ers run from the decoder to an 
auxiliary input on your main hi-ft 
system, while the centre and back 
speakers are powered directly from 
the decoder's built-in amp. 

You can get a Sony surround 
sound decoder and three speakers 
from Dixons for around £250. 

By the way, I'm curious: 
which Falcon030 programs have 
surround sound? 


ST NETWORKS? 
Do you know where I 
can get network hard- 
ware for my STs? I 
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Calamus 1.09n is the cheapest way to get into DTP, sind Ss = goiih praevia Sek 


remember a feature you wrote 
in an old issue of ST FORMAT 
talking about something call 
PowerNet (I think) from 
Ladbroke Computing, but it no 
longer sells that system. 
Adrian Jones, Cardiff 


My latest information is 
A that ARMAC Software 

can supply PowerNet, 
MIDINet and LanNet. Call 
ARMAC on ® 01798 342250 for 
pricing and availability. 


DTP MAN 


I need a decent word 

processor program so | 

can create good look- 
ing documents. What do you 
suggest? I want software good 
enough to create something 
that looks like a newspaper, 
but I can’t afford to pay out 
too much. 


Papyrus Gold costs £129.99 
from HiSoft/AVR (# 01525 
718181) and That’s Write 3.1 
costs £129 from Compo Software 
(™ 01487 773582). 

Another, less expensive 
option is Calamus 1.09n from 
JCA Europe. It only costs £59 and 
it’s a true desktop publishing pro- 
gram with a multitude of features 
and functions. You will need at 
least IMByte of memory and a 
high resolution monitor for 
Calamus, but this ts the case 
with all DTP packages or docu- 
ment processors. Call [CA Europe 
on @ 01734 452416. 


DISK SPACE 


[ have some disks in 

my box which are 

labelled 1MB disk. 
Does this mean I can store 
1MByte of data on them? Can I 
use higher capacity disks on 


Simon Boyle, Reading my 1040 STE? 
James Bonham, Norfolk 
| There are a couple of 
A options for you, Simon. ; You can format IMB 
Papyrus Gold and A disks to 720K from the 
That's Write 3.1 are document ‘ desktop of your STE, or 
processors that enable you to mix to about 800K if you use a disk 
= text and graphics on the page, but —_ formatting program from a Public 

new Falcon030 aes ania costs about as ae as an ST graphics card with 16.7 million they are not true DTP (desktop Domain library. 


If 800K per disk isn't enough, > 


colours, so choosing which one to buy is really a question of your needs. publishing) applications. 


on a CD-ROM disk with a completely GEMed 
installation program - in English - and all the 
files you need to get up and running on the Net. 

The disc also includes X-Windows for Linux, 
a graphical interface for UNIX. This means that 
you can use the UNIX Netscape Navigator Web 
browser on your Falcon030 or TT030. This is all 
very early news, so keep an eye on the News 
pages for more detailed information. 

You might also like to check out our two- 
page special next month where we'll be looking 
at all the various browser options in more detail. 


Will there ever be a graphical Web browser for 
the ST or the Falcon030? | would like to know 
because | have both machines. There have been 
a lot or rumours and hints, but nothing concrete 
has appeared yet. Will we have to give up our 
beloved Atari machines just so we can get on the 
World Wide Web? 

Jason Munter, Swindon 


stf: You'll be glad to hear that two Web browsers 
for the ST are almost ready - they should be 
available by the end of September. 

Meanwhile, System Solutions is about to 
unleash Linux for the Falcon and TTO30. Linux is 
a version of UNIX, but it needs an 68030 
processor to run which restricts it to the two Atari 
030 machines. Linux for the Falcon is supplied 


This is the UNIX version of Netscape 
Navigator running on our Sun 
workstation at FutureNet. It could 
soon be running on your Falcon. 


you'll need to install a high denst- 
ty (HD) disk drive. This enables 
you to use HD disks (1. 44MByte, 
sometimes marked as 2MB). See 
the Customise Your ST featu re in 
issue 71, or if you don't fancy 
doing it yourself, contact 
Analogic Computing on & 0181 
546 9575 and ask how much tt 
would cost to have the upgrade 
done for you. 


CD-ROM TODAY 
lam considering buy- 
ing a CD-ROM drive 
for my STFM, but I am 

a bit concerned about the lack 
of software support. After all, 
several discs of PD software 
isn’t exactly a great leap for- 
ward in the world of multi- 
media, is it? 

What I want to know is 
this: are there any plans for ST- 
based full-motion video games 
or encyclopedias? And if not, 
why not? 

Gareth Hughes, Glynceiriog 
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Unfortunately, it's 
A unlikely that there will 
ever be any specific ST- 


based games, encyclopedias or 
similar applications on CD- 
ROM, for two very good reasons. 

The first is the user base. It's 
unlikely that there will ever be 
more than a very small percentage 
of ST owners who own a CD- 
ROM drive. This will limit the 
potential sales of a CD, and it's 
unlikely that the software devel- 
oper could ever hope to recover his 
development costs. 

Second is the ST's resolution. 
Full-motion video games and 
encyclopedias require lots of 
colours at high resolutions, which 
the ST patently does not support. 
And, with the dearth of Falcons 
in circulation, and no more being 
manufactured, it's unlikely that 
any Falcon-specific applications of 
this type will appear. 

[t's not all gloom though, 
Silmarils has produced CD-ROM 
versions of Robinson's Regiuem 
and Ishar 3 for the Falcon featur- 
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ing full-motion video (contact 
System Solutions, 01/53 
832212, for more information). 
It's All Relative has also pro- 
duced several utilities which make 
it possible to read files from PC 
CD-ROM disks (see the News 
pages for more details) and we'll 
be reviewing the SARA, Grolier 
Encyclopaedia CD next month. 


BOOK ME 


lam trying to write a 

program which utilises 

the extra hardware 
capabilities of the STE. The 
only problem is that I am stuck 
because I can't find any infor- 
mation about the STE 
hardware. What I 
need is a book that 
describes the ST and 
the STE hardware, and 
how to access it, in 
detail. | have the Afari 
Compendium from 
HiSoft, but it only cov- 
ers the subject lightly. 


| _ 


Do you have any suggestions? 
Steve Ward, Weymouth 


The only book I can 
think of that covers 
Atari hardware ts called 


ST Internals. However, it only 
covers the Mega ST and STFM 
machines, and it’s been out of 
print for several years. 

Your only other option is to 
contact Atari UK and ask for its 
software development documenta- 
tion for the STFM and STE — if it 
still has any. It will probably 
charge you for the documentation, 
too, and it's likely to cost you 
about £100. You can contact 
Atari UK on @ 01753 533344. 


A FALCON IS THE HAND IS WORTH... & 


| am thinking of trading in my STFM for a The Falcon definitely multitasks, doesn't it? 
Falcon030 and getting a decent printer and B Ahern, Glasgow 
That's Write 3.1. | have a few questions: 

ls That's Write 3.1 fully Falcon 
compatible? 2 Does That's Write 3.1 have 
printer drivers for the HP-520 inkjet and the 
Star LC-20 printers? 3 Can you tell me where | 
can buy That's Write 3. | haven't seen it 
advertised. 4 Is the HP-520 a reasonably good 
mono printer? 5 Does First Word Plus work on 


stf: 1 Yes, That's Write 3.1 is fully Falcon 
compatible. 2 That's Write comes with loads of 
printer drivers, but you have to buy an extra 
disk for HP inkjet printers. 3 You can buy That's 
Write from Compo Software on = 01487 
773582. 4 The HP-520 inkjet is an excellent 
printer, perfect for document processing. 


the Falcon? 


Do languages like ST Basic and 
STOS work on the Falcon? / Do art packages 
like Canvas work on the Falcon? & Does 
Backwards only work with games? 9 Will some 
ST games run on the Falcon without Backwards? 


5 First Word Plus does work on the Falcon, 
but why would you want to use it? It is ten years 
old, after all. 6 ST Basic and STOS do not work 
on the Falcon. However, HiSoft Basic 2.10 was 
specially written with 68030 libraries for 


developing software on the Falcon. You can get 
HiSoft Basic 2.10 from HiSoft on t 01525 
718181. 7 Canvas doesn't work on the Falcon, 


TruePaint 


File Edit View Options Effects 
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but there are several Falcon-specific art 
programs, such as TruePaint (£39.95) from 
HiSoft (= 01525 718181) and Pixart (£34.95) 
from the FaST Club (* 0115 945 5250). 

8 Backwards is primarily for games use as 
it resets the Falcon to Joad auto-running games. 
9 Many games developed in the last 18 months 
work on both the ST and the Falcon, although 
you should opt for Falcon-specific versions. 10 
Yes, the Falcon definitely multitasks. 


I've decided to upgrade to a Falcon030 and am 
wondering about software to run on it. When a 
program is listed in ST FORMAT reviews as ST 
mono only, how does it run on the Falcon? Will it 
run in Falcon VGA resolutions? | am thinking 
specifically of Papyrus and Steinberg Pro 24. 
Colin Daniels, Havant 


stf: Almost all ST high resolution software runs 
on the Falcon030 in either the ST high 
resolution emulation mode or in the Falcon's 
own high resolution VGA mode. You just have to 
test each of your high resolution applications to 
see which ones work. 

Papyrus is designed to run on both the 
Falcon and the ST, so it works perfectly in VGA 
mode on the Falcon. Steinberg Pro 24 runs in 
ST high resolution emulation mode. 
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0113 231-9444 


HOW TOORDER LOWCOST caer tnt Teleph one 


Order by telephone quoting your credit @®Standard delivery 


card number, paying by cheque please 
make payable to: “FIRST COMPUTER 
CENTRE” in any correspondence please 
quote 2 phone number, post code & 
Dept. Allow 5 working days cheque 
clearance 

SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 

FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE, 

DEPT. STF, UNIT 3, ARMLEY 
PARKCOURT, STANNINGLEY 

RD, LEEDS, L512.2AE. 
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DOS & Win Fax Software § Year Warranty 
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STe Falcon 
£265.99 £224.99 
£324.99 £269.99 
£489.99 £465.99 
£799.99 £679.99 


Price ince POD fink fl SOS) controdier 
and af commecting cabbe. 


£74.99 


Bare SCSI drives 
£119.99 
£177.99 
£364.99 
£699.99 
For larger drives please call. 


£39.99 

£79.99 | 

£130.99 | 

£262.99 
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NEW! 
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£16.99 
ET.99 | 
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Class | & 2 Fax 

5 Year Warranty 

DOS & Win Fax Software 
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Accessories 


Modem/null modem cables 
ST -HIRES monitor cable 
Power cable 

| Twin Joystick/Mouse Ext. cable 
Mouse/joystick splitter cable 
STE/FH scart cable 

Falcon VGA adaptor 

Quality Mouse Mats 

STD |.8MTRoprinter lead 
STFMISTE Power Supplies 
STE or STFM Case 


14° Moniter cover 
Atari $20/1040 dust cover 


Way 
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Software 


MUSIC/SOUND 

£109.99 

£34.99 

UTILITIES/PROGRAMMING 

£44.99 

£44.99 

34.99 

£72.99 

és.99 

VIDEO AND GRAPHICS 


WORD PROCESSING & DTP 
£59.99 § 
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Scanners 
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Mac Marsden boots up, reserves some memory for 
his Accessory programs, and runs through the 
answers to your GFA Basic problems. 


GFA Workshop 


OUT OF MEMORY file or files from disk. 
When I upgraded my Errors Integer divide [ have tried using various 
GFA Basic software Henh traporm, Integer nultiply commands (including DELETE 
from 3.03 to 3.5E, I had Interrupts “Hit RC_IMTERSECT parn: a$ and RENAME a$ b$) to try 
difficulty with the execution of Procedure UL isn) Max. nenory usage and achieve both, but without 
the compiled PRG files. ENDFUNC checking [REEMM! Off ) Henory saving any results at all, please can 
Compilation and linking For-Mext Checking (tn) (GMM Pause fo you help? 
with version 3.5E appeared fee Meatelan 7. Tl ho asthe s Barry Atlas, Richmond, 
normal. However, when the BT North Yorks 


resulting PRG file was execut- 
ed, an alert box appeared indi- 
cating ERROR 008. I have tried 
compilation and linking and 
execution under a variety of 
conditions, including using 
GFA files which successfully 
executed under 3.03, but the 
PRG files of 3.5E continue not 
to execute. | would appreciate 
any comments or assistance 
you might be able to offer. 

LA Martin, Tanajib, 


Saudi Arabia 
You mention that your 
A system is an Atari STE, 

, upgraded to 4MByte, 
and I suspect that you have TOS 
1.6 or 1.62. 

I also suspect that you have a 
setting set incorrectly within 
GSHELL. The error message you 
are recerving indicates that you 
are running out of memory. If 
your other (commercial) programs 
are working correctly, then I 
would guess your memory is 
okay. If you are having problems 
with other programs as well, 
think about having your com- 
puter serviced. 

The only time I have run into 
memory problems was when I was 
writing Accessory programs, and 
then the solution was to reserve 
just enough memory for the pro- 
gram to work in. This is achieved 
by adding the following line at the 
beginning of your programs: 
Fibooor 
where xxxx is the amount of 
memory you wish fo reserve. 
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Another method ts to use 
RESERVE. This command can be 
used in three different ways: 

@ RESERVE n% — reserve n% bytes 
for GFA Basic, release RAM up 
fo HIMEM 

@ RESERVE n% — reserve last n% 
bytes of RAM up to HIMEM 

@ RESERVE — restore fo original 
If you are going to use 
RESERVE, only use it once, as it 
will continue to reserve memory 
until you have none left. | hope 
one of these suggestions solves 
your problem. 


TRUE OR FALSE? 
One thing keeps crop- 
ping up which I can- 

. not understand: 
Boolean algebra. Can you 
please explain in simple terms 
what this is and how you 
would go ahead and use it? 
Mark Coulson, Scarborough 


Boolean algebra put sim- 
ply looks at whether a 
condition is true or false 


— that ts, 0 or 1. The syntax for 
using this form of maths in GFA 
Basic is the exclamation mark (!). 
A useful example would be to 
use it as a switch to see if some- 
thing had been done within your 
program, say, data saved to disk. 
If the variable FLAG! is set to 1 if 
data has been saved, and has an 
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Wf youre having problems with GFA Basic, try checking your GSHELL settings. 


initial value of O if no data has 
been saved, the following small 
listing could be used to test the 
condition: 
IF FLAG! =TROE 
‘ DATA HAS BEEN SAVED 
END IF 
IF FLAG! =FALSE 
* GO TO SAVE DATA ROUTINE 
' SET FLAG! TO 1 
END IF 
Another way of expressing this is 
as follows: 
x=0 ‘ SET X TO 0, NO DATA 
SAVED (one line) 
* REST OF PROGRAM 
IF x=1 
‘ DATA HAS BEEN SAVED 
END IF 
IF x=0 
’ GO TO SAVE DATA ROUTINE 
' SET x TO 1 
IF 
Basically, Mark, that’s all there is 
to it. The reason for using 
Boolean algebra, rather than just 
a variable as in the second exam- 
ple, is that it is quicker in execu- 
tion and requires less memory. 


FILE HANDLING 
[ would like to include 
a routine or command 
within a program I am 
writing to allow the person 
using the program to rename a 
file on disk. I would also like 
to enable the user to delete a 


Andrew, the command 
you need to delete a file 
on disk from within 


GFA Basic is KILL a$ where aS 
holds the full pathname and file- 
name, for example: 

FILL “C:\ST\PORMAT, PRO 

GRAM. PRG” (one line) 
Be careful with this command and 
include options within your pro- 
gram for the user to change 
his/her mind, because once the file 
is gone, it’s gone for good. 

On your second point, you 
were very close with RENAME a$ 
bg. The actual command syntax is 
RENAME a$ AS b§. Again both a$ 
and b$ must contain the full path 
and filenames including exten- 
sions: 

RENAME “C:\DESKTOP.INF” AS 
"C: \DESKTOP . BAK” (one line) 
would rename the first specified 
file (desktop.inf) to desktop.bak. 
You may want to include a file 
listing (DIR a§) for the user to 
pick his file from, rather than 
having him try to remember what 
file he wishes to KILL or 
RENAME. 
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There’s light at the end of the tunnel for Falcon 
owners. Frank Charlton peers down the track and 
takes a look at forthcoming STOS extensions. 


ot on the heels of 
your recent ques- 
tions about the 
= performance of 
STOS on the Falcon030, here's 
news of two forthcoming 
STOS extensions which take 
advantage of the Falcon’s 
graphic and sound capabilities. 

First up is the STOS Falcon 
Extension, currently being 
developed by Anthony Jacques 
of STOS Mailing List fame. 
Anthony's extension includes 
lots of different Falcon-related 
commands, including general 
stuff like reading the Cookie 
Jar and finding out whether a 
program is running on an 
RGB, VGA or mono monitor, 
or a TV set. There’s also a 
handy command to read a 
Jaguar PowerPad. 

Sound support is good too, 
with nifty commands for play- 
ing standard 4-channel MOD 
music as well as the multi- 
channel DTM modules pro- 
duced by Frontier's Digital 
Tracker 030. Both use the DSP 
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in massive amounts 
| though, and after a brief 


chip for minimal slowdown, 
and sound great. Sampling via 
the DSP is also catered for — 
both recording and playback 
are possible via the Falcon’s 
built-in hardware. 

Graphics support is excel- 
lent, with commands for 
everything from drawing 
Gouraud-shaded vector shapes 
to displaying 256-colour and 
TrueColour images on the 
screen. Replacements for the 
regular STOS palette and fade 
functions are provided so you 
can work with the expanded 
palettes and resolutions. 
There’s even an early version 
of a TrueColour sprite engine. 

You can contact Anthony 
via the STOS Mailing List, by 
e-mail at: jacquesa@cs.man. 
ac.uk, or by post at: 70 West 
Avenue, Oldfield Park, Bath, 
Avon BA2 3LF. 


FAB FOUR 

Next is a suite of four exten- 
sions which is being devel- 
oped by Anthony Hoskin to 


Remember the animated platform sound samples have been given 
game, HERO? Programmers Tony the chop. Still, it’s a damn fine 
Greenwood and Bob Goodfellow game, and well worth looking at if 
spent a lot of time making sure it you want to see just how polished 
| didn't look, feel or play like a a STOS game can be. Check your 
generic STOS game, and it was PD Library, or pick up HERO from 
generally very well received. Ad.Lib BBS on 0191 3702659. 
Seemingly it didn't sell . : 


exploit the Falcon’s capabilities 
— the System Control Extension, 
the GRAFIX Extension, the 
DMA Sound Extension and the 
MODule Player Extension. 

The versions that we saw 
were still being developed, 
and may well change quite a 
bit before they are released. 
Anthony intends to make the 
interpreter extensions freely 
available, but the compiler ver- 
sions will only be available to 
registered users. 

The System Control 
Extension currently features 23 
commands that control the 
Falcon’s system features. It 
provides some interesting and 
unusual functions, such as 
switching the processor cache 
on and off, and switching the 
Falcon’s system bus into STE- 
compatibility mode. 

The GRAFIX Extension 
doesn't yet support 
TrueColour video modes, 
although Anthony is working 
on it. Currently, you can load, 
unpack and display 256-colour 
images in the ILBM 
(InterLeaved BitMap) format 
common to the Amiga. 
Registered users will receive 
image conversion utilities to 
help with this. GRAFIX also 
provides a healthy helping of 
commands to manipulate the 
expanded palette and blit text 
to the screen using regular 
GEM fonts rather than the old 
STOS format. 

The DMA Sound Extension 
plays back sampled sound via 
the DMA sound subsystem, 
and accepts samples in the 
common AVR and WAV for- 
mats as well as raw sound 
data. The commands are very 
flexible, with every individual 
parameter available for 
tweaking. You can even adjust 
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The DMA Sound Extension provides a simple 
but effective sample player program as well. 
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the gain of each stereo channel 
individually, if you want to - 
excellent stuff indeed. 

Finally, the MODule Player 
Extension will replay standard 
4-channel MOD files via the 
DMA system — there’s no DSP 
support currently. Sound qual- 
ity is good, and it differs from 
Anthony Jacques’ player in 
that it doesn’t need a separate 
program to be loaded into a 
memory bank first. 

For more information 
about all these extensions con- 
tact Anthony at: 45 Wythburn 
Road, Newbold, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire 541 8DFP- 
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Source code with the MODule Player Extension 
shows how to play MOD files via the DMA. 
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(ST ANSWERS § 


Which came first, the chicken or the egg? How 
long is a piece of string? Mac Marsden doesnt 
know, but he can solve your C problems. 


HiSoft C Centre 


PRESS A KEY 
[ enjoy your column, 
but why in your exam- 
ples do you persist in 
adding the evnt_keybd(); 
statement? The interpreter has 
a menu function to pause after 
execution. 


John Wright, Newcastle 
Relying on the inter- 
preter to halt the pro- 


A gram after execution 


before returning to the operating 
system is, in my opinion, bad pro- 
gramming practice. If you get 
used to using this method, and 
then move to another system you 
will become very frustrated when 
your program is run and the 
screen output disappears because 
you have developed a lazy habit. 


Why not brighten your programs by 
using dialogue boxes for data input? 
Check out the listing below, which 
will draw a dialogue box in which 

| you can enter a new date. 

The function edit_box() is very 
versatile. The array “999999” 
declares the parameter list for it - 
see the panel (right) for details. 

These parameters allow certain 
character data to be input. For 
example, if you only want numbers 
to be entered, then enter a ‘9’ for 
each character, as below. 


int box,edit; 
| char *date; 
main() 
box =» init_box(33, 7, 3); 


draw _box (oor) ; 


pute (date); 


TIP OF THE MONTH 


a: 


xv vsz77e>0 


button_box(box, 14, 5, * OK *, 
text_box(box, 1, 1, “ Flease enter today’s date “); 
“250669"," 


date = readstr_box(box, edit); 


SYMBOLS IN C 

I am planning a text 

database that also uses 

symbols (font-like 
characters). However, I am not 
sure if they can be ‘written’ 
from inside a program, with- 
out using any more memory 
than standard STE fonts. 

I'm worried that they'll 
have to be similar to graphic 
sprites, and will take large 
amounts of memory. 
Unfortunately, the number of 
symbols is high, and it would 
be impractical to ‘design’ them 
individually. 

[ can write the program, 
the problem is one of memory 
capacity and being able to read 
the symbols quickly (some will 
only have a few pixels 
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« “399999",3); 


switched on) and move them 
around the database. 
A Halliday (Bert), Glasgow 


Bert, I am not really 
sure what you mean by 
‘font-like characters’ or 


what you'll using the symbols for. 
If you want to load your own 
fonts, each character will actually 
take up eight bytes of memory 
(each byte is made up of eight 
bits). For example, the character 
‘A’ is shown below: 
BYTE 1 00000000 


BYTE 2 01111110 
BYTE 3 01000010 
BYTE 4 01000010 
BYTE 5 01111110 
BYTE 6 01000010 
BYTE 7 01000010 
BYTE 6 00000000 


In decimal notation, this is 
0,126,66,66,126,66,66,0. 

There are two main 
ways to store or initialise 
numerical data in C. One is 
to use a globally declared 
static array, where you 
would type your data 
straight into your program 
(see page 310 of the manual 
for more infomation). 
| Alternatively, you 
| could use your favorite font 
designing program and 
load the characters tm as 
binary files using fopen 
(“filename.extension”,"rb") 
where the “rb” indicates a 
read of a binary file. 

No matter which way 
you look at it, the symbols 
will certainly take up a fair 
amount of memory if your 
program is going to hold a 
lot of them. I estimate that 
just with the ASCII set 
(127 characters) the memio- 
ry requirement will be 1K. 
If each set of symbol charac- 


ters uses the full 256 characters, 
you are looking at 2K of memory 
for each font. This will eat into 
your database space. 


C IS FOR CURSOR 
I'm writing a small 
text editor and wonder 

, if there is a function 
that will return the current 
position of the cursor on the 
screen, and a set of commands 
to manipulate the cursor? 

John Browning, Dumfries 


John, I have the listed 
A the cursor control func- 
tions in the order you 


requested, First: 

int vdi_handle; 

short row, column; 

VO CURADDRESS (vdi_handle, 
&row, &column) ; (one line) 
returns the curent address into 
row and column. 

Second, the following commands 
move the cursor: 

int vidi_handle; 

V_CURDOWN (vdi_handle) ; 
moves the cursor down one line. 
V_CURHOME (vii_handle); 
moves the cursor to the top left of 
the screen (home position). 
V_CURLEFT (vdi_handle); 
moves the cursor one character to 
the left. 

V_CUORRIGHT (vdi_handle); 
moves the cursor one character to 
the right. 


ost games and 
demos contain 
many megabytes 
of graphics. To 
save space, this data needs to 
be compressed. Degas Elite 
offers an excellent compression 
technique (see panel), the rules 
of which also work well with 
sound samples. 


EASY SQUEEZY 
The data is divided into ‘con- 
trol’ and ‘data’ bytes. The com- 
pression is performed on each 
bit plane per scan line. Each 
plane within a scan line is 
treated separately (there are 
four per scan line in low reso- 
lution). The first byte is always 
a control code. A control byte 
is either positive or negative 
up to a value of 127 (-127 to 
+127). A value of 128 is treated 
as No Operation, that is, 


| 


SS 


ST Answers newcomer Andy Gisby, of Zero-5 fame, 
dons his helpful hat and welcomes you to an 
assembler workshop with visible results. 


ignore it. 
If the control 


code is positive, 
we copy the next 


bly Line 


DEGAS ELITE PC1 FILE FORMAT 
The Degas Elite file format for any picture resolution is made up as follows: 


Resolution Flag (0 = Low, 1 = Medium, 2 = High). Note that if 
the high order (leftmost) bit of this word is set the image data 


Low Res) 


‘code+1" data ee Ce eine) 

bytes literally is compressed (so $8000 = 
(image data). If it's | 16 words (32 bytes) Colour Palette 

negative we copy up to 32,000 bytes Image Data 

the next data byte 16 words (32 bytes) Degas animation data 


‘-code+1" times 
(replicate data). 
The program excerpt in 

Panel One shows the decom- 
pression of these control and 
data bytes (the complete rou- 
tine, STFOO01A.S, can be found 
on the Cover Disk). 

The decompression is 
simple: using our control code 
rules (DO is loaded with the 
control code), we first check to 
see if the byte is a No 
Operation (cmp.b #128, dQ). If 
DO does not contain 128, we 
see if the control code is posi- 


(a0)+,(al)+ 
d0, -bitplane_2 
-bitplane_next 


(a0), (al)+ 
ao, -bitplane_3 
i(a0),a0 


#.ccanlines40,a1 * Any more decom 
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tive. If it is, we need to copy 
‘code+1' bytes serially (.bit- 


plane_2). If it is negative, we 
need to negate D0 (make 
equivalent positive value), 
and replicate the next data 
byte ‘-code+1' times (.bit- 
plane_3). 

Note that each plane is 
decompressed into a tempo- 
rary store area called ‘scan- 
line’. The data is only 
transferred to the target area 
when a whole scan line bit 
= is ready (cmp. #.scan- 
line+40,a1). 

When the 
temporary store is 
transferred, an 
assembler direc- 
tive, ‘rept’, is used 


HINTS 

Using the 
‘rept’ directive 
increases your pro- 
gram’s speed by 
sacrificing code 
compactness (so 
your program is 
| bigger, but faster). 

Take a look 
the two following 
pieces of code, 
which both move 


word data from address AQ to 
address Al... 


move.w #19,D7 [8] 
loop move.w (a0)+, (al)+ [12] 
DEBRA d7, .loop [10) 
rept 20 
move.w (a0)+,(al)+ [12] 
endr 


The second version is much 
faster than the first. Simple 
maths will explain why. 

The ‘rept’ directive (this is 
a Devpac assembler feature, not 
a CPU command) causes the 
code between ‘rept’ and ‘endr’ 
to be repeated — 20 times, in 
this case. Each command takes 
a certain number of clock 
cycles (as indicated by values 
in []). Adding up the clock 
cycles in the first version gives 
448, compared to 160 cycles for 
the second version. 

If you are not using Devpac 
and do not have an equivalent 
rept command, you could type 
move.w (a0)+,(al)+ 20 times. 

You will find an invaluable 
decompression routine in the 
program source file called 
STFOO01B.S on the Cover Disk 
(see page 9 for more details). 
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ere’s something a 

lot of BBS System 

Operators have 

asked me to pro- 
vide: a rough guide to posting 
messages on a BBS. Most 
sysOps don’t have a lot of 
time to invest in explaining the 
bare bones of message posting 
to new callers, so let's have a 
look at the basics. 

There are four basic types 
of message base: local, echoes, 
private e-mail and netmiail. 
Note: these all refer to a BBS, 
and not the Internet — we'll 
cover that in a future issue. 


LOCAL BASES 


A local message base is one 
which doesn’t go any further 


Only users who call this par- 
ticular BBS will be able to read 
and reply to messages posted 
here. These bases are generally 
used for chit-chat, special 
interest areas and the like. 

Normally, local bases are 
public — anyone can read and 
post in them, and private mes- 
sages aren't usually allowed. 
One possible exception is a 
base set aside specifically for 
feedback to the SysOp, which 
will generally be private. The 
SysOp sets the rules for local 
bases, and should be able to 
guide you if necessary. 


ECHO BASES 

Any messages posted in an 
echo base will be sent to all 
other BBSs which belong to the 


encrypted messages. 
One thing to consid- 

er when posting in an 

echo is that your mes- 


It’s good to talk, but it’s better to send an e-mail. 
Frank Charlton explains how to make use of the 
message bases on your favourite BBS. 
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than the BBS it was written on. 


same network (such as 

"| NeST, FishNet, AtariNet 
or FidoNet). Most are set 
up so it’s obvious that a 
base belongs to a network, 
using names like ‘NeST 

| Comms Echo’ or our own 
‘FishNET ST Format 
Echo’. These bases are 
public too, and private 
messages aren't allowed; 
nor are scrambled or 


Most bulletin boards have lots of international echoes 
that you can participate in. 


BBS SPOTLIGHT 


This month we start an irregular section 
that gives BBS SysOps a chance to plug 
their systems. If you have a favourite 
BBS you'd like to share with the world, 
contact me via the usual channels. 


42 BBS 

| This BBS was recently launched by Colin Fisher- 
McAllum, who runs the Falcon FacTT File user group 
for Falcon030, TT and PAK/3 owners. As well as 
being a forum for FFF members to stay in touch, 42 

| BBS has a lot to offer everyone. It is linked into mail 
networks like NeST and FishNet, and has plenty of 
files to download, with a good selection of Falcon PD. 
With the demise of The Falcon's Realm, 42 BBS could 
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reply to a message, too. 

Quoting the entirety of a 
four-page message and 
adding something like ‘I 
agree!’ at the end is guaran- 
teed to get people's hackles 
up. Keep your quotes down to 
a few lines here and there. 

[f you're in any doubt 
about the suitability of an echo 
for your message, check with 
the SysOp before posting. 


PRIVATE E-MAIL 
This is sometimes activated 
from the BBS’s Message menu, 
or more likely from the Main 
menu. It's exactly what it says 
—a completely private system 
for users of that BBS to 
exchange person-to-person 
mail. It's local, so you can usu- 
ally only mail other users on 
your BBS. Some systems 
enable you to send e-mail out 


soon become the hub of activity for Falcon owners. It 
runs 24 hours a day at speeds up to 14,400. Drop 
by on 01256 895106 and offer your = 


Netmail is private, and directed at one specific person. 


to users on the Internet, but 
you need to check with your 
SysOp about this. 


NETMAIL 

Netmail is similar to private e- 
mail, but works in conjunction 
with the networks we men- 
tioned earlier. Each BBS in a 
network has a node number, 
which looks something like 
90:100/407@nest.ftn. If you 
know a friend frequents a cer- 
tain BBS, you can send him 
private mail over the BBS net- 
work, as long as you know the 
node number. 

However, some BBSs don’t 
allow netmail, or may charge a 
small amount for the privilege 
- check with your SysOp. As 
with echo mail, remember 
every message you send is 
adding to the telephone bill of 
your SysOp, and the SysOp of 
every system it passes through 
— so be considerate, and don’t 
post huge netmails. stf 


[FUTURENET ON -LINE 


With flash new browsers arriving on 
the scene faster than Ben Elton’s 
punch-lines, it’s time you checked 
out FutureNet and the all-singing 
ST FORMAT home page. 


: Confused by terme lite Red Book, multisession and 
quad-epecd? If ec, take a gander at the ST FORMAT guide to CD-ROM technobabble. 


ou've seen the ads 
over the last couple 
of months, but 
you're still a little 
unsure what FutureNet is all 
about. Allow me to explain. 
FutureNet is Future 
Publishing's rapidly expand- 
ing World Wide Web site. 
Now, I know what you're 
thinking: why tell us about it? 


magazines, including .net, The 
net Directory and, of course, 
ST FORMAT. 

You can take out a sub- 
scription to your favourite 
magazine, order back issues 
and even take advantage of 
special reader offers, all from 
the comfort of your ST key- 
board. You needn’t worry 
about evil hackers getting hold 


Every new technology has its oem special jargon, and CD-ROM is no emepton. If 
| you're thinking about buying a dive, it's worth getting a grip on the terminology frst, 
sooond-hard... 


especially if you're buying 


* Colouring booke - The Standards Authority 


publishes standards in books with 


covers of various difiarent coleurs, lite the Government's White and Crean 


Okay, so you know what FutureNet offers ae but 
what's available for hard-core Atari buffs? 


Discover exactly how to take your 


Well, it seems that at long last of your credit card details making music a your ST — ad pid itlbchaslaines gg — este 

wl cel ea semcn dans either, as F utureNet's Server hardware and software behind the guide to fitting a composite video 

we've | been waiting for are utilises encryption software to CD-ROM revolution. port. Or how about designing your 

on their way (see the New prevent Internet fraud. own 3D game? We show you how. 

Web Browsers panel). So, why Then, having stocked up 

not start your Internet travels on bargains, you can sit back Dr Clive Parker and the gang 

with a trip to FutureNet? and fill your noodle with the crowd into the cyber ward for Now you can get in touch with the 
day’s Computing News. Or, if insane STs... and their owners. team that produces ST FORMAT. 
you prefer, you can check out — bs a sre by ee hni i ra - skit 

FutureNet includes features, FutureNet’s World News, ore = es : 

5 Bee badly-behaved STs, this is the features or send us compliments 
news, essential contacts and which is also updated daily. place for you. you're only a mouse-click away 
links for all of Future's 30-plus Or what about having a from our desktops 

~ natter with other like-minded 
souls via the magazine's chat We take a closer look at the latest 
forum? Yep, it’s coming soon Atari clones, GeSoft's Eagle and Order a back issue, submit a 
to FutureNet, so if you want to C-Lab’s Falcon Mk2, and ask subscription or take advantage of 
whether they have what it takes to our reader offers, all without ever 


stay in touch, stay connected... 
topple the TT and Falcon. 


Hf you long for the full graphical GEM-based software, there are 

| access to the World Wide Web alternative operating systems 
that PC and Mac owners enjoy, such as MINT and Linux offering 
your dream could come true real browsers to those with the power. 
soon now... internet software on Make sure you get a copy of next 
the ST, TT and Falcon is finally month's ST FORMAT for a look at 
coming of age, with graphical what's available and what's on the 
software in the works as we way - your view of the Net could 
speak. As well as standalone well be changing... 


tees, fresh water and a pem-bosed shell for AlgcniNOS 


With over 100,000 hits every day, FutureNet is one of the most 
popular Web sites in the UK. Point your Web browser at 
http://www.futurenet.co.uk to find out why... 
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More cases are being prepared for court over 


the next few months. 


; 
i 
Be 


Asda paid £10,000 in an out-of-court settlement to a 


police officer who claimed he'd been libelled, showing 
even private e-mail systems are subject to libel law. 


Baker, but the case was settled out of 
court in June. 
The other notable case 


remarks about another in a Usenet newsgroup. Dr 


This person may not know 
that I have been writing about, 
and using, STs for over seven 
years. Because writing about 
STs is part af my job, saying 
that I know r about 
them is defamatory, and could 
affect my chances of getting 
work from publishers in the 
future. The author of the mes- 
sage about me is guilty of libel. 
Even more money goes into 
my account 


And there’s more 


You don’t have to make a defi- 
nite statement to get yourself | | © Einms of solicitors om the work wide web and 
into trouble, either, all you if] 2. For solicitors themoehres using the world wide web 
have to do is imply that some- | 
One 1S doing something. The Por) you own (existing) page Op bere 
statement may he defamatory, a ss TOR OPE Paces 
and once more you're in trou- 
ve ee ae “1am the Law” said Judge Dredd. If you di heck out the legal 
Tam the Law", udee ou disagree, chect 0 @ le resources 
ene eek cone pes eas ce lm | Web at: http://www. a co. ine pe go a solicitor. " 
group about Star Trek videos, : i 
and someone remarks that I do Nick Lockett is a barrister who specialises in computer, BBS and Internet 
a roaring trade in second-hand legal issues, and he runs the Netlaw service on the World Wide Web at 
Sitan saaneders at car boot http://ftech.co.uk/-netlaw/. You can also contact Nick by phone on 
sales. The remark may be = 0171 3532501, or e-mail him at: Netlaw@Netiaw.co.uk. 
SSS SS Pare FOES PUEH | other internet sites that can explain the perils of Internet libel for you 
still implies that I'm selling include http://www.kbs.citri.edu.au/law/defame.html, a full hypertext 
stolen video recorders. Karen, document about libel. Another good read, which asks if a service 
call my lawyer. provider is responsible for libels found on their system, can be found at: 
ridicule, an object of contempt You can also be sued for gopher:///gopher.eff.org:70/00/CAF /law/(ibel/. You can also try the 
or hatred, cause them to be libel if you repeat a libel print- following newsgroups: uk.legal, misc.legal and alt.lawyers.sue.sue.sue 
avoided in their job, occupa- ed somewhere else. Many 
tion or business. And it newspapers have fallen into 
doesn’t have to actually cause this kind of trap, repeating a public eye. These are usually Be safe 
any of the above. The fact that libellous story printed in a opinions by the writer, based Before you start a defamatory 
the statement might have this rival paper and getting sued on facts known about the sub- — on-line rant, pause and think. 
effect is enough. themselves. And, if you print ject of the story. Thisisknown Don’t imply that people intend 
So, if someone wrote ina the libel twice, you can be as fair comment. For example, to do things, or that they per- 
newsgroup that I have a vio- sued twice. Isn't this fun? So, if a sports writer could calla formed an act for a specific 
lent nature, wouldn’thaveto you seea goal-keeper reason. Even vague innuendo 
prove that people are thinking = remarkably : . incompetent for — can get you into trouble. 
of me.as a violent person witty (but Being circumspect missing an easy if you do have to say 
tric shock therapy), but that comment about the goalie's pre- _— sidered libellous, say some- 
people might think I was vio- someone on the Of problems. And vious form,and _ thing like, “In my opinion, 
lent after reading the message. Net, and you — the writer's John Doe is nothing but a 
Case proved, several thousand post it to «aisle of dasa knowledge of crook,” rather than, “John 
pounds are deposited in my another area, the game, this Doe is a crook.” Being a 
bank account. Good, isn’t it? say,a CompuServe forum, you could be a fair comment. This bitcircumspect could = = 
Similarly, someone could too can be sued for libel. is also the reason you see save youalotofprob- f[ 
reply to a message I've posted You may have noticed that _—ipoliticians being accused of lems. And quiteabit 4 
about the ST and say that I many newspapers seem to get | blunders, mistakes, cheating, of money, too. stf J 
know nothing about the ST away with defamatory com- lying and misleading people. It } 
and I'm talking a load of crap. ments about people in the all comes under faircomment. j 


| PRODIGY IN THE DOCK 


forward a motion that the whole case should be 
re-argued. The Electronic Frontier Foundation 
(EFF), a US public interest civil liberties group, 
supports the motion, as do CompuServe and 
America Online, who are submitting briefs to the 
court in support of Prodigy. 

lf Prodigy lose the case, we could see a clamp- 
down on the content of BBSs, on-line service 
areas and newsgroups by service 
providers afraid of being sued over 
messages from subscribers. 


In the US, the on-line service Prodigy is contesting 
the New York State Supreme Court's ruling that 
Prodigy is the publisher of material posted in its 
bulletin board areas. In July, the court allowed a New 
York investment bank, Stratton Oakmont, to sue 
Prodigy for $200 million over remarks on the stocks 
and finances bulletin board. 

| Prodigy feels that it shouldn't be regarded as a 

| publisher, because it acts as a conduit for sharing a 

| range of information and opinions, in the same way 

| that a library or a book shop does. Prodigy has put 


THE SCORE 


MIDI AND MUSIC 


| 
| 
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A question of standards 


he MIDI musicians’ 
cherished dream of 


compatibility has long 

been on shaky ground, but 
recent developments look set 
to make matters even more 
complicated. To understand 
the problems likely to besiege 
us in the future though, you 
first need to understand the 
history behind today’s so- 
called standard formats. 

Originally, GM was to be 
the answer for people who 
needed to port their MIDI data 


between different MIDI setups. 


In reality, the competition 
between different manufactur- 
ers resulted in each one devel- 
oping its own version of GM. 
And while the struggle 
for improved sound quality, 
greater ease of use and sales 


GM sounds, this situation 
didn’t last. 

Roland, you see, decid- 
ed to take the format further, 
with the GS standard, which 
provided a greater range of 
sounds. Now, while GS uses 
exactly the same program 
change numbers as standard 
GM, it also enables bank 
switching. But with this extra 
flexibility, come compatibility 
problems, and some synths 
react badly to the extra MIDI 
data, so GS files have to be 
edited for those machines. 

Not an ideal situation, 
but MIDI musicians coped. 
Now though, they're suffering 
more compatibility woes with 
the arrival of Yamaha's MU80 
synth module. 

The MU80 has built-in 


Cl has ay cn or tans ) 


with a GM badge on it, then you 
will be able to replay any GM or 


GS file. However, it may be nec- 
essary to remove all references 
to MIDI controllers 0 and 32. 
The other problem is that ) 
sequencers deal with MIDI files in synth off and then on again. 


compatibility with nearly all 
GS data, but it also responds 
to the hybrid XG data as well. 
The Yamaha XG system 
enables a greater number of 
banks to be accessed, provid- 
ing a total of 537 sounds. The 
XG standard also encompasses 
extensive SysEx and MIDI con- 
troller options, and while this 
is great for musicians with the 


} Meanwhile, down in the basement, Andy Curtis has 
been listening to MIDI files. Treat your ears to eight 
’ of the best tracks in his sweet sounds round-up. 


GM synths will have problems 
playing XG files. 

The saga doesn't end 
there though, because Roland, 
refusing to let Yamaha have all 


the glory (and, of course, 


sales), has just announced GS 
level 2... Call us cynical if you 
like, but we're beginning to 
think there may never be a 


led initially to more realistic 


Although Korg's 05R/W entry-level module is new XG module. It will respond 

fully GM-compatible, many of the MIDI files correctly to most Roland GM/GS data, 
aren't, so you'll need to make some and has a greater number of banks 
adjustments to get them to play correctly. than most, providing 537 sounds. 


de facto MIDI standard. 
new modules, those with - 


lf you fancy a big-time MIDI workstation, then 
the Korg X3R is for you. It has tremendous 
power and great sounds. Its General MIDI 
capabilities are, however, exactly the same as 
the OSR,/W's. 


The Sound Canvas is the one of the 

industry standard GM modules. If you 
have a GM or GS MIDI file it will play 
back correctly on the SC88 or $C55. 


Cut-price Condensor Microphone 


Australian company similar to its esteemed 
R@DE has produced a counterpart, and features 
top-quality studio con- 

densor microphone to The R@DE NT2 is a top-quality 
compete withthe leg cena pny 
endary Neuman U87. a chance to produce commercial- 
The NT2 looks very quality vocal performances. 


ne rat change cpt ow he Kat MOI pres 
are subject to sudden changes, at least for the time being. The latest 
Baad Geak Wikcs Wl bes paid for as an add-on ‘hen baying MDL 
files. The charge from most companies will be just enough to cover the 
extra copyright payments, which will have to be paid to the Mechanical 
Copyright Protection Society. 
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a large capsule 7 
withgold | NO KORG X3 CARDS 
plated mem- 
brane, output Korg will not be making any sound cards to support the 
connector and X3 and X3/R synthesizers. These superb workstations 
internal head - feature excellent sounds and built-in sequencer engines 
pins. Its perfor- as well as General MIDI, but Korg will not be making X3-__ 
mance is said specific cards. Instead, it will be relying exclusively on 
to be absolute- the 03/W cards already in production. This will be a 
ly outstanding, ee ee 
making the more X3-specific cards. 
NT2 a realistic 
competitor in the top-quality offering them for just £499, 
studio microphone field. which about a quarter of the 
Sound Control has import- _ price of the U87. Sound 

ed a significant number of Control can be contacted on 
NT2s into the country and is ®@ 0191 2324175. 
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Mi /MiDI AND MUSIC | THE SCORE 


7 aig 
| MIDI FILES HEAD TO HEAD< 


i I 


We took the best MIDI files in the UK and 
tr’ put them to the test on the finest GM 
“= | synths money can buy. 


Four of the UK’s most successful MID! tracks for review. We < oe 
file retailers sent us some of their top selected our two 


favourite MIDI files 
THE SCORE 


from each set and 


If you have any MIDI related questions 


write to: The Score, ST FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth St, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW or 
e-mail Andy at: andy@adlib.co.uk. 


| file king. 


HANDS ON MIDI 


Tel: 01705 783100 
Price per track: £4.95-11.95 


Turn On, Tune In, Cop Out 

by Freak Power 

This is a very competent and 
moody performance with a 
strong soul feel. The melody is 
played beautifully on saxophone, 
and a trombone solo also 
features. The strumming is very 


convincing, probably input using 
a guitar with a MIDI pick-up. The 
overall sound is believable and 
solid, making this an outstanding 
MIDI file. 


STF RATING: 89% 


Think Twice 
by Celine Dion 


beginning of the arrangement is 
more than compensated for by 
the richness achieved towards 
the end by generous use of 
reverb and careful scoring. The 
tempo may sound a bit slow at 
first, but we checked and it was 
exactly the same as the record. 
STF RATING: 86% 


Overall, these are pleasing 
tracks put together by 
musicians, not machines. 
Because of the GS data included 
in some of the Hands On tracks, 
you may need to hack the files 
to get them to work properly if 
you have a non-GS 
synth. If you do 
happen to own a 
GS synth, the 
| Hands On tracks 
| will be very 
| attractive. All the 
tracks sound very 
professional with a 
high level of 
musicianship. 


tested them on a variety 
of different GM MIDI 

_ modules to see which 

| was the ultimate MIDI 


to end. To its credit, MIDI Magic's 
rendition is quite simply superb, 
playing back perfectly on all the 
and bringing to life a gentle 
ballad from a great band. 

STF RATING: 88% 


out at the end, and each track is 
100 per cent GM compliant. 
There are no GS controllers used 


anywhere, making these tracks 
the most compatible we tested. 


| PROFILE ENTERTAINMENT 


| Tel: 0115 9245454 
Price per track: £5.88 


Save The Best Till Last 

by Vanessa Williams 

When an artist performs with a 
live orchestra, it is possible to 
pull the tempo around, slow 
down, speed up and miss the 
odd beat. However, problems 


arise when this live performance 


has to be converted to a useful 
sequencer file. 

This version of a fantastic 
ballad is a tribute to Profile's 
skill. The dreamy atmosphere of 
the original has been preserved, 
while some of the 
pauses are made a 
little more 
predictable. Careful 
selection of 
instruments and 
reverb levels make 


| it a charming 
backing track with 


which to work. 
STF RATING: 90% 


STF RATING: 91% 


Street Life 
The Crusaders 
Virtuoso use of a breath 
controller and clever keyboard 
work combine in this truly 
phenomenal track. The long 
saxophone solo is utterly 
convincing, and limited only by 
the synth on which it is played. 
The track sounds great on all 
synths we used in the test and, 
despite the shatteringly high 
standard of all the tracks 
reviewed, it is the best. 

STF RATING: 94% 


Profile’s tracks all feature the 
same level of 
musical integrity 
and faithfulness to 
the original, and 
the jazz-influenced 
compositions are in 
a class of their 
own. General MIDI 
versions of most 
Profile's tracks are 
available. 
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a PC magazine loaded with 


a PC magazine written for not spotty nerds. At last, 


Dont miss out on issue 
three of PC Guide, on 
sale Thursday 
10th August 


The PC magazine that speaks your language. 


In the second instalment of our DSP 


programming series, Paul Hills 
introduces the 56001’s innards. 


 g, you think you're 
. an assembler pro- 

) grammer? Well, you 
ain't seen nothing 
yet! This isn’t meant to scare 
you — 56001 assembler isn't 
any more complicated than 
68000 assembler, but it is cer- 
tainly quite different. 


RISC 

In 68000 assembly language, 
there are instructions to do a 
whole variety of things, and a 
set of addressing modes so 
bewildering few people can 
remember what the more com- 
plicated ones actually do. The 
56001, on the other hand, is a 
RISC (Reduced Instruction Set 
Computer) processor. This 
means that instead of large 
areas of the microprocessor 
being dedicated to instructions 
and addressing modes that are 
hardly ever used, the area is 
used to make simple, common 
instructions run faster. 

One such instruction is 
Multiply. Whereas the 68030 
takes 28 clock cycles to multi- 
ply two 16-bit numbers, the 
56001 takes 2, and it can do an 
Add and two Moves at the 
same time. 


Harvard style 

The second major difference is 
in the way memory is used. It 
seems natural for us to think 
of the program sat in memory 
somewhere, with some data 
just above or below it. 
However, this idea of having 
programs and data in the same 
block of memory (called von 
Neumann architecture) wasn't 
the original way computers 


were built. The early 
computers had a Harvard 
architecture (developed at 
Harvard University), where 
data and programs are kept in 
separate memories. 

The 56001 takes this one 


INTERNAL DATA Ko 


BUS SWITCH a | a “PTS ae 1 « EXTERNAL 
we of feof ey Seren 2 I gt rn 


ie 


A block diagram of the 56001. 


memories and a program 
memory. The advantage of 
separating the memory up like 
this is that each memory can 
be read or written to at the 
same time. Whereas a von 
Neumann computer must 
fetch an instruction from its 
memory, then fetch the data 


er can fetch both at the same 
time. The 56001 can therefore 
fetch an instruction and some 
data concurrently. 

The other major difference 
between the 68000 and the 
56001 memory arrangements is 
the width. The 68000's mem- 
ory is 32 bits wide, while the 


step further, and has two data 


- you put it like that, but when the maths all works out 


afterwards, a Harvard comput- 


56001's is 24 bits wide. 


e 


FIXED POINT NUMBERS 


<A F 
a te oe gah Pe is 0.999999941. The 


sag mone sc hd arpa 
comes to 0.25. So let's rewrite the headings once 
more, in the same format as we originally had them: 


Headings: 32 16 8 @ 2 1.0.5 0.25 0.125 


Bite: o ft a02 0. 4 0 1 


| Note the ‘binary’ point between the 1 and 0.5 


headings. In decimal, a decimal point is placed 
between the 1 and the 0.1 headings; a binary point is 


placed in the equivalent place, between 1 and 0.5. 


The number displayed above is: 

16 +68 + 2 + 0.5 + 0.125 = 26.625 

Now, let's consider negative numbers. In integer 
assembly language, ae Sessa egeten memeber bey 


, oh S =f 
1 QP ih pd ’ J ty rer Bs, Pe 


memory and in the internal registers of the 5t 5001 

There is one final type that can only be held in 
the accumulator registers. This is normally used for 
the intermediate stages of calculations, and is a 56- 
bit fixed point number (which probably explains the 
part number, MC56001). Instead of being extended 
right to increase precision, it is extended left to 
increase range. It is made by concatenating an 8-bit 
register to a 24-bit register to another 24-bit 
OA: Tn a Be ORS As 
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We're not going to go into 
great detail about how num- 
bers are represented in 68000 
assembly language. The 56001 
has integer registers similar to 
the 68000, but it also has fixed 
point registers. 

We are used to seeing deci- 
mal numbers, such as 0.2989, 
in high level languages. The 
56001 can hold this value in a 
register, because its 24-bit reg- 
isters are not integer registers, 
but fixed point registers. They 
can hold a signed number 
from -1 to 0.999999941. 

This may seem a bit limit- 
ed, but how this number is 
interpreted is up to you, the 
programmer. The main reason 
for it is that if all your num- 
bers are this size, the result of 
a multiplication will always be 
smaller than the original 
numbers, so you won't get an 
overflow error. 

The 24-bit fixed point for- 
mat is explained in detail in 
the Fixed Point Numbers panel 
(see page 67). After reading the 
panel, have a think about the 
difference between fixed point 
numbers and integer numbers. 
They are only meanings that 
you give to the actual binary 
contents of the register. 

In binary, what happens 
when you add two 8-bit binary 
numbers together? 

01000000 

+00100000 
~~ 01100000 
These two numbers would be 
64 and 32 if they were in inte- 
ger registers, and the result 
would be 96. If they were in 
fixed point registers, they 
would be 0.5 and 0.25, and the 
result would be 0.75. So, this 
sum works in integer or fixed 
point arithmetic. 

Although you've probably 
never thought about it before, 
there's nothing to stop you 
from thinking about the 
68000's 32-bit data registers as 
being 32-bit fixed point regis- 
ters. It is up to you to decide 
how to interpret the binary 
contents of the register. 

What happens if you try 
multiplying or dividing the 
binary numbers? If you look at 
the binary contents of all the 
values and results, the opera- 
tion is similar. The explanation 
is rather complicated, and is 
not worth going into now, but 
if you treat the numbers as 


buyer 
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integers and execute a 
multiplication instruc- 
tion, the answer will 
be twice what you 
would expect, that is, 
twice the result a 
68000 would produce. 


For example 
The register set will be 
introduced in a future 
article, but to keep 
you going, let's try 
out the 56001's maths 
functions (on 
fractional fixed point 
numbers to keep 
things simple), and its 
ability to do more 
than one thing at 
once. Take a look at 
the listing in Panel 
One (right). 

Let's go through 
this program and try 
to make some sense of 
it. The data isn't loaded using 
the immediate (#) addressing 
mode this time. Instead, the 
data is loaded into memory by 
the assembler before the pro- 
gram starts. To do this, the 
define constant (dc) instruction 
is used. The DSP never sees 
this instruction, it just tells the 
assembler to put a certain 
value in a particular memory 
address. Look at the bottom of 
the listing and you will find 
the four de instructions. 

org X:$1000 is similar to 
the org instruction in the last 
article, but this one loads data 
into the X memory, not the 
program memory, and the 
address is 1000 hexadecimal. 
The next line starts with a 
label, by. Since this is immedi- 
ately after the org instruction, 
the label will be given the 
value $1000. 

Next, there is a dc instruc- 
tion, followed by the constant 
data to be put at that location - 
in this case 0.5. So the value 
0.5 will be placed in the mem- 
ory location X:$1000. This item 
of data takes up one 24-bit 
memory location (as do all 
data items in the 56001). 

On the next line is another 
label, dv. Since the previous 
line defined one item of data, 
this next line must be at 
address $1001. The de instruc- 
tion places 0,75 at that address. 

The next block does a very 
similar thing, but places the 
data in the Y memory instead. 
Now all the data is in place, 
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PANEL ONE 


; Example listing 
9 ht 
In this example, we\ calculate the anmwer to the equation 
A = (by * cv) + (av * ev) 
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;Start program at $40 (hexadecimal) 
7Point to X memory 
;Point to Y¥ memory 
;Pause for pipeline 


¥:(R4)+,¥0 


X: (RO), x0 


7Get first two numbers 
¥: (R4), ¥O ; Multiply 


;} Multiply and add to previous 


} Stay here 


let's have a look at the actual 
code, line by line: 

move #bv,RO 

RO is a 16-bit address register, 
so this instruction moves the 
address of the label bv into RO. 
In other words, RO is loaded 
with $1000, 

move #cv,Rd 

R4 is another 16-bit address 
register. RO and R4 will now 
both contain $1000. 

nop 

One of the reasons the 56001 is 
so fast is that it does some- 
thing called pipelining, which 
will be explained in a later 
article. However, if one 
instruction changes a register, 
and the next instruction uses 
that register, it may not be 
ready in time, so sometimes a 
‘no operation’ instruction is 
needed in between. 


move X: (RO)+,X0 
¥: (R4)+, ¥0 (one line) 
This long line does two things 


in parallel. The X: tells the 
56001 to use the X memory. 
The (RO) tells it to use the loca- 
tion pointed to by RO (in X 
memory). The + tells it to 
increment (add 1 to) RO after 
using it. So in total, this loads 
the X0 register with the num- 
ber stored at $1000 in the X 
memory, then increments RO to 
point to $1001 (which is where 
the next data item is). The 

¥: (R4)+,¥0 does the same 
thing with the Y memory, R4, 
and YO. 

my XO, YO,A 
¥: (R4),¥0 


Z:({RO),xX0 
(one line) 
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This multiplies XO and YO 
together, and puts the result in 
the A accumulator. At the 
same time, it does a parallel 
move. The move is similar to 
the last move. However, this 
time the memory locations 
pointed to are X:31001 and 
¥:51001, since both RO and R4 
were auto-incremented. This 
time there is no need to incre- 
ment RO and R4. 

mac X0,¥Y0,A 

Mac stands for Multiply and 
ACcumulate. That means mul- 
tiply XO and YO together, and 
accumulate (add) the result to 
what was already in the accu- 
mulator, so A= A+ XO" YO. 
The equation we started with 
has now been calculated. 

jmp Finish 

Stop the DSP here. 


Coming soon 


This listing has introduced you 


to two more of the 56001's 
arithmetic instructions, the 
signed number multiply, mpy, 
and the signed multiply and 
accumulate, mac. It has also 
brought into play some 
addressing modes, using the 
address pointer registers. 
These will be described in 
more detail in a later article in 
this series. We'll also be taking 
a look at the other registers. 

From this short example, 
considering that each step 
takes one eighth of a millionth 
of a second (or less), you can 
appreciate what this processor 
is capable of. stf 
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A boot for a 
MIDI session can 
be radically 
different from 
your usual boot 
set, as Andy 
Curtis explains. 


IDI sequencers 
are notoriously 
demanding pro- 
grams to run, 
because they utilise nearly all 
the processor time as well as 
much of your 5T’s available 
memory. Many seemingly 
harmless accessories and Auto 
folder programs can clash with 
sequencers too, so would it be 
better to simply boot with 
nothing else in memory? Many 
people do work this way, but 
there are a number of pro- 
grams which can enhance your 
sequencing sessions. 


Auto programs 

If you have 2MByte of RAM or 
less, memory is your chief con- 
cern. It is, however, still worth 
installing a replacement file 
selector. Early versions of 
Notator and Cubase use the 
GEM file selector, as do a great 
many other sequencer pack- ~ 
ages. However, the GEM file 
selector only enables you to 
select files, and it struggles 
even with that relatively 
simple task sometimes. 
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Beatcalc, a calculator which is ideal for those 
tricky moments when you need to calculate a 
beat. And it's an accessory too! 


Boot disks 
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Unique amongst utilities, MID) Spy records MIDI input in the background ready for 
playing back and saving later, enabling you to use your Atari in a different way. 


A replacement file selector, 
such as Selectric, will give you 
the freedom to copy, move, 
delete and rename files, as 
well as enabling you to to cre- 
ate new folders for your 
sequences as you save them. 
Selectric makes moving 
through folders very quick, 
and merely typing the first two 
or three letters ad aint 


extremely incompatible with 
NVDL Fortunately, these 
incompatibilities have been 
ironed out in present versions. 
Generally speaking, if your 
sequencer was bought in the 
last two years you're okay. If 
you are unsure, ask around 
before you buy a copy. If you 
are using an old version of 
Notator or 


of a file will 
almost always 
locate it within 
a folder. It also 
includes a fast 
file searcher, 
and can per- 


There are a number 
of programs which 
can enhance your 

sequencing sessions © offer. 


Cubase then 
you should get 
one of the 
many inexpen- 
sive upgrades 


form many 

other neat little tricks. If you 
normally use the GEM file 
selector, it will change the way 
you deal with sequencer file 
management forever. 

NVDI 2.5 is very popular 
with MIDI musicians, because 
it speeds up screen re-draws as 
the sequencer plays back or 
records. And if you are 
sequencing with a Falcon, 
NVDI 2.5 is vital if you want 
to see anything other than the 
less than spectacular system 
font on screen. 

Be warned, though: earlier 
versions of Cubase were 


Accessories 
If you have a 4MByte machine, 
which is highly recommended 
for sequencing, there are more 
possibilities. Some synths, 
such as the Evolution synthe- 
sis EVS-1, come with librarian 
and voice editors which run as 
accessories. It is well 
worth including these 
in your boot set, as 
they will give you 
easy access to sound 
editing as you record. 
MIDI Spy is a 
unique MIDI utility 
which also loads as an 


Open File 


Filename: Su__ 


Gn ania 
info 
i] hh: Wwidi\eweetil6\e. Dr eer lafo ad | 


but tnfin.acc 


tHeet_ lbh. prg 


default .sng 1667 6-82-95 

tre 294835 16-87-95 
check_it.tnht 986 16-82-95 
nonuel .tut 2682 16-62-95 


5 
158,381 bytes in | selected iten 
Options 
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Selectric is a stonker of a file selector. It 
enables you to perform many desktop 
functions as you save or load files. 


accessory. It enables you to 
record and play back MIDI 
sequences in the background. 
MIDI Spy will not operate 
while your sequencer is 
loaded, but it is active as soon 
as you quit, enabling you to 
use the MIDI thru and record 
functions to access your MIDI 
setup. For example, if you 
have a large printing run to 
do, you can use the time pro- 
ductively to compose tunes or 
just to mess about on your 
synths. The results from MID! 
Spy can be saved and loaded 
into your sequencer for editing 
and expanding. 


Number crunching 
Beatcalc is another ‘must have’ 
if you work with delay or sam- 
ples in your music. It enables 
you to work out the delay 
needed to make the echo in 
time with your music. Simply 
input the beats per minute 
(BPM), and out pops a screen 
full of delay times. 

As well as taking the 
guesswork out of delay timing, 
Beatcalc also helps you calcu- 
late time stretching for sam- 
ples, so they fit with your 
music. This is one utility that 
pays for itself time and again 
by making you more efficient 
and giving you more time to 
spend making music rather 
than fiddling with settings. 

Next month we look at 
another area where boot 
programs and accessories 
can help to boost your 
Atari's performance. stf 
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Quartet boned with marual £20, STOS 
manual £10, STOS Maestro with manual £10, pA pill 
condition. Quick sale! Tek 0151 5257985. 


Personal Pascal version 2 £10. OG base £20 unused. 
STOS game creator £10, Tel Nigel: O1329 236062, 


Aidedrensse Satan Saari, aks ecvantessinnsianseenene 


cebhime G (inc new area acodek eee 


PLC ETT er Pete Pere Teter erere terry ees 


Write your ad, exactly as you EES it to apne evendamien 30 worter in 
block capitals in the space provided. Please print clearly. Then either 
cut out the coupon or use a photocopy and send it to: ST FORMAT Reader 
Ads, Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth St, Bath, Avon, BAl 2BW. 


SPECS PPAEEEE ERPS 


SSC SESS SSPE EE 


Please tick: Sales _| 


SESS CBee EDS SHS SSP PESTS TPH RRR 


| Wanted) Swap LC] Messages O User Gea 5 


Terms: ST FORMAT Rontler Ads are accerhed on the following conditions: 

1) No trade or commercial ads 2) The accuracy, position and timing of the ads cannot 
be guaranteed. 3) Anyone found using the ST FORMAT Reader Ad service to sell 
pirated software wil be reported to the appropriate authorities. 4) We cannot accpet 
ads by email. 5) We will only print your ad if you sign below. 


lagree to abide by the conditions stated above. 


RASTF75 


al ro) ee oe 


r 


R-Type, Borodino, Bismanck, Tank Attack, Major Motion, 

Gold Runner, L ppaciravapmarlagr erases 

Streetfighter, Lombard RAC Raiy, £3.50 each inciting 

postage. Phone Mark: 01778 393680. 

sd ae er seo Soccer, Heimdall, Supercars 
more. Send sae for ist toc A Green, 6 Middlebere 

Wareham, Dorset. 
ee 40 MByte HDD, Atari SM124 high res 
Lad adept 


rar elt ay 
include Pe ee TH many mags and 


cover desks. £275. ei nity 
STE 4MByte, joystick, mouse, colour monitor, scanner, 
graphic: tablet, Fiombo interface, Uttimate Ripper, 
games, disks, books. £600, Tet 01384 423297, 


dualspeed COMROM drive. ICD Link 2. 

he Sard £200, Telfax: 01524 381541. 

Calamus fonts: sa pos beable! tek ab 
£35, Cheque/PO to , 33 ingleion Derive, 
Lancaster ia se Oat 1581, 


Falcon 030. Pralips colour monitor, Al boxed as mew, 
£450. Phone Roy: 01332 207156. 


STE with 4MByte RAM and Genlock. Has only been used 
for TV devreoament. £300. Offers welcome. 
Tel: 01480 469300. 

Phites CMSS33 monitor £100. Every ST FORMAT and 
ST Amaga Format) to date with disks - offers. Wide 
range of games = list supplied. Tel 0161 4839102 eves. 


Seg Koni los an STE Polson. nln STR Arrga, 
Stand. ideal for Atari STE, Falcon, Also STFM, 
Archemedes consoles and G-bit computers. Cost 

Se8 £130 inclusive. Tel: 01935 25974. 


Atari S20STFM, SS drive, Casio C2101 MIDI multHimiral 
synthesicor, MID leads and sequencer, mouse, manuals 
magarnes and ganees. £155 inc. Tel: 01935 25974. 
From tay dep pl Bin ager sg ing Hey 
something interest, tapes 
and disks from 30p. Send M4 sae for ist to: 0 Loughton, 
34 Colindale Avenue, Erith, Rent, DAS 1EE. 


eg ted i naigh ayers entice Di 

8533 cobouw mondo, OTP, personal 

gaenes soflwere. £180. 24 issues ST ORMAT (54), 
each. Tet: 01239 7iOe02. 


520 STE, 4MByte RAM, TOS 2.06. Tatung Midros colour 
monitor. Extemal floppy. Some PD. Mio manuals. £350. 
No splits/offers. Tel: 01527 62638. 

Falcon, 4MByte, TOS 4.04. With speakers, joystick, 
Devpac 3, DSP. Truepaint. Bowed. As new, £250. 
Tet 01925 eee 


ling 7052 ap BE okt 
software. All manuals mami ‘Om working 
onder, Tel: O19 374421. 


Classic Atari for sale: Midwinter fi, Fire and lee, 
James Pond, Borodino, Seven Lates of Jambala. Al 
boxed. Good condition. £10 each inc PAP. Phone 
David: 01952 615995, 


Atari 1040 STE 2MByte RAM, S2Meiyte SCS] hard drive, 
App lonclipensorn external desk scart head, mouse, 

disks, games ete £250 ono. Buyer coBacts or 
PAP xtra, Tel O1a0E S40263, 


1040 STF IMB vt, internal 3.5 and external 5.5 FODs, 
aaane ST FORMATS, cover dike’ £295 ono, Tet: 
01691 670505. 

Steinberg Pro 24 MIDI music sequencer for Atari ST 
with score edit, grid edit and drum edit. Hardly used. 
Bowed with manuals, £30, Tel Kevan: 012793 516854. 
Seven games, £5 each or £25 for the lot. ST Bask £5. 
Lei Word wordprocessor plus spell checker £8. Tet 
Kevin 01293 516854. 


ST FORMATS with cover disks from Issue 49. £3 each. 
Tel Kevin: 01293 516854, 


Atari ST software for sale. titles, Phone John: 
01354 56803. praish 


Falcon 4,65, GBBE2 coprocessor, mattuse SNGA 
manitor, 


Ss. Falcon 030 developers docs. £800. 
117 951862. 


Hon 


icscorosa tGrand Pri garme for ST. WH pay 
£20. ee ie 6537406, 

Master and Captive. Wil pay £10 
se eeeerenes Write to: Thomas 
Stoke Biss, Tenbury, 


impart cs and spell checker, Phone Paul: 
0191 4901313. 


Sound cards for Roland U220. Reasonable price please. 
Tel: 01495 752068. sia 


Wanted! Any emulators for the Atari ST. Send ists to 
Matthew, 19 Garfield Road, North Chingford, £4 7DG. Or 
phone on O18) 5244326. 


Teeter ago hart blow 
pifbeacterechallge fed aro ee 
moderns? Bolton/Bury only. Call G16]? POT 1816. 


een y baad 1. (ae ulng to 
handsomely! contact Sari 
61726 843022 any time “soa 


Totally free! 


Manual for Amstrad printer DMP 3000 or DH Seatch 
settings. Your German documents translated, no 

PO sofware to swap, what have you got? Tet: 
01268 698433. 


ST FORMAT igsue 71 required inchading diac. Phone 
Keath: 01923 467895. 


a a ae 
25 Nageer Road, Cowley, Oniord O84 SHZ. 
2.2, pas Crdizabon. Pay ongnal price. Leave 

message: 01753 521920. 
Anyone: ina ary bp bie eganly ac — 
Capitan Planet, etc? Also does anyone 

nteractys games? Winte to: ‘ee lemiton, 10 Sirmpson 
Court, Coat Anstruther, Fife, Scofland K¥10 392. 


ST owners into the rave scene fo swap demos/tapes 
etc. Wine toc pethcey, 6 Micidehere Drive. Wareham, 
Dorset BHO 450. 


Calas 1098 wath masueal. Winte Eel Jackson, 68 
Martin Street, Buckaven, Leven. Fide, RYE JEP or phone 
01592 716176. 


Pm . gimme ea . Pat Fighter for 
Meer sha tet Conca 6257 
SCS2 cable, morstor connecter, Extendos for Faicon. 
Aso STE/Falcon contacts. Write toc Martin, 32 
Grassroyal, Yeou!, BAZ] 4. Tel O1935 25074, 
Vdeomaster digtirer and Colourmaster RGB splitter for 
STE. Can pay £35. Cal: O181 2651645 (SE Londoni. 
Atari begh resolution monochrome monitor. Also Atari 
STE. Cash waiting. Can collect. Pease phone: 01884 
257487. May consader whole system. 


Sena irene har gars dey baler acne ey 
(surface mounted) for a senes one board to upgrade to 
L MEH te. Phone Daeiny: 01304 372704. 


Falcon Bho ryt potontoeraesy POS-COROMS. 
Sper rear oar yemagutyGrnar.orjp or write fo: 


Secsei Yarnaguchy, 
or TECHOOO] @+81 Is ogoces cegavien 47001 san, 


Cover Gel Strip Poker for STFM and Deluxe Strip Poker. 
Will buy or swap for top games. Tet: 01702 545458. 

STOS compiler wanted. Good pice. Must have manuals. 
Ring Olver: 01392 427147. 


House, Thursa, “Cathness, KW14 BOW. 

Please, please help. Wanted. Sennble Scorer (92/93) or 
internahonal Edeson for ST. Boo or manual not critscal, 
Please phone with price: 01484 512190. 

Deachen, Chinese tie game and Radroad Tycoon wanted. 
Please write to: Paul Harvey, 6] Linn Road, Larne, Co 
Ante. BT4D SBA 

ST fax software wanted. Must be in English! Cash 
wetng. Cal Chr: 015967 810243. 


Wanted: pomeeaat beg Spat ary aeecon PTNR veraon 2 ipod, 

e! Eve (4) 353 21778168. 
Copy of cover disk Issue 18. Atari ST FORMAT 1991. 
Please phone Tomy 01271-603-7185. 


ST FORMAT issue 72 (without disks) as my onginal copy 
Ol have a year’s subscrpton) was. stolen from my stand 
at the Floodlight show. Phone Paul 0181 5476350. 
Wanted, Neodesk4, NWD15, Papyrus, Prodata, 
commercial or PD games, Head over Heels cheat and 
contacts! Ato wanted Spectrum «2A with extemal 
floppy. Write to: 10a St Pauls Square, Preston, Lancs. 
Wanted. Sensive Software's ShootemUp Constructon 
Kit. Wil pay of swap for a game. Te: 01942 675659, 
ask for Grohe. 

Does anyone know how to get the priest out of the 
Gring room on the game called Cruse for a Corpse? 
Call Joter 01333 4 i. 


MESSAGES 


The Golden Dawn regqurt mew members andl Guppiers. 
Write toc The Detocgior, 6 Midcbehere Drie, Wareham, 
Dorset BHAD 250), 


impact UK Educational disks now avedable at AGPD along 
with over 650 other disks. Write now for a catalogue! A 
Green, 6 Maidlebere Dr, Wareham, Dorset. 

(Can somebody in the Southend area please help oe to 
put Superboot &.1 of any other boot manager program 


On to my hard disk? Tel: O1702 615337. 


USER GROUPS 


Player's Computer Gub reopens af 7.30pm, Friday, 
lst September. Meetings every two wees. Hew 

welcome. meth yah Praca: 
O1773 744505 for 


sis Inika Sd ise FT sie eka kl 
for a chek ho Master PD, Justeerioma 4475, 
70150 Kuogap, Fontan. 


Any anglers want to jan a Computer Angiing Gub? Ties 
and helo for coarse fisherman. Send sae and disk to: Mark 
Alington, 19 High West St. Dorchester, Dorset, DT] 1UW. 


SWAPS | 


AGPD catehogee desk V4.1 out now - over 700 disks fio 

Choose from. Send disk + see toc AGPD, 6 Middlebere 

Drve, Wareham, Dorset, BHA 450. 

ST. Buy : role Gilat eee std 
Of Dap some of my 

01935 25974. 

Daly Sports Cover Gri Strip Power or Delux Strip Poker 

wanted. Wil boy .or wap for one, two, tree or four of 

over 200 games for STFML Tet O1702 545458. 


Ihave 2 new SNES. 7 g NES. 6 games, 
5 games. Swap al for STE. Tel Gordon: ole! easolse 
for formation. 


Sean a Eorosorec ES200 LCD hamdheid CE, brand new, 
Unwatied orenent. Cost £100. Swap for SOOHD 3. Sich 
blarik dels ono. Phone Matthew on O18) S244 526, 


Who’s who 


|. ST CONTACTS 


DIRECTORY 


Academic Software @ 01296 82524 
Acclam @ 01703 860722 

Accolade @ 0181 977 0880 

Advanced Graphics = 01942 488174 
Alternative Software = 01977 797777 
Analogic Computers @ 0181 546 9575 
Amor = 01733 68909 

Atari UK @ 01753 533344 

Audiogenic Software » 018] 424 2244 
Care Electronics * 01923 894064 
Centresoft = 0121 625 3399 

CGS ComputerBild = 0181 679 7307 
Cheetah # 0161 707 7080 
Codemasters @ 01926 814132 

Coktel Vision * 00 331 46 3099 5? 
Compo Software # 01487 773582 
Core Design @ 01332 297797 
Creative Sounds o 0117 9244395 
Daze Marketing @ 0171 372 7435 
Digita # 01395 270273 

Digital integration = 01276 684959 
Dolphin Software = 01603 617602 
Domark # 0181 780 2222 

Douglas Communicatons = 0161 456 9538/7 
Electric Distribution/GST @ 01753 549442 


ESSENTIAL CONTACTS 


Electronic Arts @ 01753 549442 
EMagic # 01462 480000 

Empire # 01268 541212 
Empire/Readysoft # 01268 541126 
Europress Software # 01625 859 333 
Evergiade + 01463 240168 

Evesham Micros @ 01386 765500 
ExNet Systems @ 0181 244 0077 

Fast Atari Repars  O171 252 3553 
FaST Club @ 0115 945 5250 

First Computer Centre # 0113 231 9444 
Fujitsu # 0181 573 4444 

Gadgets by Small # 00 1 303 791 6098 
Gasteiner # 0181 345 6000 

Golden image UK Ltd # 0181 900 9291 
Goodman International ¢ 01782 335650 
Gremlin Graphics @ 0114 275 3423 
Harman Audio @ 0181 207 5050 
Hewlett Packard @ 01344 369369 
HiSoft/AVR @ 01525 718181 

ICD Inc # 00 1 815 968 2228 

IDS # O121 459 4340 

ImageArt # 0181 767 4761 

impact Software # 01280 850450 
impressions # 0171 351 2133 


E-MAIL ADDRESSES 


All Future Publishing magazines, including 
ST FORMAT, are on the Internet. Point your 
Web browser software et: 


16/32 Systems, 173 High Street, Strood, Kent 
ME? 4TW @ 01634 710788 

ACHIB PD, 22 Alexandra St, Pelton Lane Ends, 
Chesterte Street, County Durham, DH2 INT 
#0191 370 2496 

Avenue, Tampa, FL 33604, USA 

# 00 1 813 238 5223 

(BBS # 00 1 813 238 4411) 

AGPD, co A Green, 6 Middlebere Drive, 
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 430 


ASCILUM PDL, 34 Eariswood Gardens, Clayhall, 


iford, Essex EGS ODF @ 0181 550 5572 
ATARI USER GROUP (SCOTLAND), 50 Jones 
Green, Knightsbridge West, Livingstone, 
EH54 80B + 01506 32621 

CHAOS PD = 01296 89059 

CALEDONIA PDL, 250 Oldtown Road, Hilton, 
lnwerness V2 4PT @ 01463 225736 


ftp.demon.co.uk/ atari 
micros.hensa.ac.uk/micros/atari,’ 
src.doc.ic.ac.uk/packages,atari/umich/ 


Atari 5T Usenet newsgroups: 
comp.sys.atari.advocacy 
COMp.sys.atar.announce 
comp.sys.atari.st 
comp.sys.atari.st.tech 
demon.ip.support. atari 


Mark Smith's Atari Web Page: 
http://www.mec.ac.uk,/-dime/atari.html 


Infogrames @ 01/1 7388199 

JCA Europe @ 01734 452416 

Kix XL/US Gold # 0121 625 3311 

Korg # 0181 427 5377 

Kosmos Software 7 01525 873942 
Krisals @ O1709 372290 

Kuma @ 01734 844335 

Ladbroke Computing Int'l # 01772 203166 
Lexicor Software (USA) = 00 508 792 6618 
Lexicor Software (Europe) = 00 43 1 36 75 92 
Liamasoft = 01734 814478 

Loriciel = 00 331 46 88 28 38 

Marpet Developments # 01423 712600 
Meedmore @ 0151 521 2202 

Michtron @ OO 1 313 334 5700 

Microdeal # 01525 713671 

MicroProse @ 01454 329510 

Millennium @ 01223 844894 

Mindscape @ 01444 246333 

Mirage = 01260 299909 

Ocean/Hit Squad # 0161 832 6633 
Panasonic # 01344 853195 

Power Computing # 01234 273000 
Premier Mail Order # 01268 271172 

Pro Music @ 01284 765765 


ADELAIDE ATAR! COMPUTER CLUB, PO Box 333, 
Kent Town, 5071, South Australia 

ATARI USER GROUP OF IRELAND, 3 St Kevin's 
Park, Kilmacud, Co. Dublin 

ATARI USER GROUP (SCOTLAND), 9/3 North Hil- 
housefield, Edinburgh, EH6 4HU 

ATARL-YAMAHA USER, 49 Summerfield Road, 
Wythenshaw, Manchester M22 1AE 

BLOXWICH COMPUTER CLUB, 29 Station St, 
Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 2PD 

BOURNEMOUTH AND POOLE ATARI USER 
GROUP.110 Bridle Way, Canford Bottom, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 2UX 

BRENTWOOD USER GROUP, Grindelwald, Crow 
Green Lane, Pilgrim's Hatch, Brentwood CM15 9RH 
BRISTOL ST USERS CLUB, 4 Barbour Gardens, 
Hartclitte, Bristol BS13 OPN 

CALAMUS USER GROUP, PO Box 148, Deal, 
Kent, CT14 7QN 

CHESHUNT COMPUTER CLUB, 196 Coates Way, 
Garston, Watford, Herts WD2 6GAE 

COLCHESTER ATARI USER GROUP, 61 Rayner 
Rd, Colchester, Essex CO2 SAE 

FALCON FACT FILE (FFF), 11 Pound Meadow, 
Whitchurch, Hampshire, G28 7LG 

FALCON OWNERS GROUP (FOG), 10 Oak Drive, 
Portishead, Avon BS20 80S 

ICTAR] PROGRAMMERS USER GROUP, 


PD LIBRARIES 


COMPUTER DUNGEON, 1440 Spender Avenue, 
Berkley, illinois 60163, USA 

DIGLVIEW, 21, Queens Road, Oakham, Leics, 
LE15 6ED # 01572 724676 

QUBBLE DEE ATARI POL, PO Box 226, 
Smithfield, South Australia, Australia, 5114 
EFFECT PUBLIC DOMAIN, 10 Beechwood, 
Church Hill, Caterham, Surrey, CRS 638 
FALCON OWNERS GROUP, 10 Oak Drive, 
Portishead, Bristol, Avon BS20 805 

@ 01275 843241 

FaST Club, 2? Broadway, Nottingham NG11 1P3 
@ 0115 945 5250 

FERDY BLASET, Halleyweg 114, 3318 CP 
Dordrecht, Netherlands = 00 3178 172 879 
FLOPPYSHOP, PO Box 273, Aberdeen 

ABS 85J 7 01224 312756 

GLPD 62 Cobwyn Ave, Winch Wen, Swansea 
SAl 7EJ 2 01792 799762 


BUY ING BY MAIL ORDER 


The number of bargains available 
through mail order has never been 
greater — just follow our guide. 


fd ce pe arty Ss Cie 
fewyae ia mae ce 


Cy. TO Col eS 


5 try to get exte a gee 
is in the phone book 


GOODMAN POL, 16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay 
Estate, Longton, Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST3 
1SW @ 01782 335650 

HIGHLANDER PDL, 11 Castle View Est, 
Derrington, near Stafford S118 INF 

am 01782 48735 

IM SYSTEMS, Via Zamboni 41, 25126 Brescia, 
Italy 00 39 30 2090563/300762 

LAPD, PO Box 2, Heanor, Derbyshire DE?5 7¥P 
a 01773 761944 

LOCUTUS POL, 49 Summerfield Road, 
Woodhouse Park, Wythenshawe M22 1AE 

7 0161 498 0716 

MAGNETIC FIELDS, PO Box 118, Preston, Lancs 
PR2 2AW @ 01772 881190 

MERLIN PD, PO Box 77, Stroud, Gloucester, 
GL6 9YD @ 01452 770133 

MICROGEAR SOFTWARE, 23 The Sycamores, 
Horbury, Wakefield, WF4 50G @ 01924 277600 


Psygnosis 0151 7095/55 

Q Logic # 01382 25311 

Q Tek UK # 01382 200808 

RC Simulations @ 0117 955 0900 
Renegade # 0171 481 9214 

Roland # 01252 816181 

Rombo = 01506 414631 

Rubysoft = 0171 381 8998 

Siica Systems @ 0181 309 1111 
Siren Software @ 016] 724 7572 
Software Technology # 0161 236 2515 
Sound Technology # 01462 480000 
Special Reserve = O1279 600204 
Star Micronics @ 01494 471111 
System Solutions # 01753 832212 
Thalion # 0121 442 2050 

The Third Dimension = 01484 460888 
The Upgrade Shop # 01625 503448 
Titan Designs # 0121 693 6669 
Titus Software # 0171 700 2119 
UB! Soft * 0181 941 4004 

Virgin # 0181 960 2255 

WeServe # 01705 647000 

z75of @ 01254 386192 


63 Woolsbnidge Road, Ashley Heath, Ringwood, 
Hants BH24 2LX% 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE COMPUTER CLUB, 7 St 
Martin's Rd, Catteris, Cambs PE16 6/8 
MAIDSTONE COMPUTER CLUB, 4 Brookmead 
Rd, Clitfewoods, Kent ME3 SHP 
MID-CORNWALL CO-OP COMPUTER CLUB, & 
Victoria Rd, Roche, St Austell PL26 SF 
MIDLAND AMATEUR RADIO ST GROUP, 12 
Ainsdale Gdns, Erdington, Birmingham, B24 OEP 
NORWICH USER GROUP, 45 Coleburn Rd, 
Lakenham, Norwich NR1 2NZ 

PARATARI ST/TT/FALCON USERS GROUP, 

16, 2* lzqda, 47004, Valladolid, Spain 

THE PANTHER OWNERS’ GROUP, 56 Whitley 
Crescent, Wigan WN1 2PP 

SEAFORD AND CASTRICT COMPUTER CLUB, 
23 Kedale Rd, Seaford, Sussex BN25 2BX 
SOUTH WEST ST USER GROUP, 5 Turbill Gdns, 
Chaddlewood, Plympton, Devon PL? SAF 
STENCH UK, 59 Renton Rd, Wythenshawe, 
Manchester M22 9TQ 

SWINDON ATARI USER GROUP, 46 Eastcott Rd, 
Swindon, Wilts SN1 3LR 

UDDINGTON ATARIAMIGA USERS, 28 Croft 
Wynd, Uddingston, Glasgow G71 8BJ 

WIGAN COMPUTER CLUB, 1 Lidgate Close, 
Wigan, Lancs, WN3 6HA 


MUSIC DOMAIN, Beaufort, Glencople, Dumfries, 
DC1 4RD = 01387 770429 

PA) SOFTWARE, PAJ House, Shaftesbury Ave, 
Cheadle Hulme, Stockport SKS 7DB 

POWER PD, 3 Salisbury Road, Maidstone, Kent, 
ME14 2TY # 01622 763056 

RIVERDENE PDL, 30a School Road, Tilehurst, 
Reading, Berkshire RG3 5AN @ 01734 452416 
SDPO, Stephen Day, 11 Allington Mead, 
Bridport, Dorset DT6 SHF = 01308 427179 
STAMPC POL @ 01256 814549, 1 Keats Close, 
Popley, Basingstoke, RG24 9BS 

STELLAR PD, Newholme, Aston Road, Chipping 
Campden, Gloucestershire, GL55 6HR 

@ 01386 840737 

TUMBLEVANE PDL, 6 West Road, Emsworth, 
Hampshire, POLO 7JT # 01243 370600 
WHO'S PDL, 5 Highmead, Plumstead, 

London, SE18 2DH = 0181 473 1488 
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ST 


GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR 
ATARI ST 2 


| Future Books 


| Written by ST FORMAT's very own technical 
guru, Clive Parker, this neat little volume is full of 
useful hints and tricks for getting the most out of your ST. This 
book offers you the chance to discover how your Atari works, 
find out how you can improve its performance, and read about 
the best software packages and hardware solutions. 

Whether you use your computer for word processing, 

music, graphics, desktop publishing, business accounts or 


| SUBSTATION 

| UNIQUE DEVELOPMENTS SWEDEN 
The first attempt at Doom on the STE and SAVE £3 
Falcon scored 75% in issue 72 and “holds its - : 
own as a 3D blast-'em-down,” according to our reviewer. You 
must roam the dangerous and unknown world of an underwater 
energy plant that’s lost contact with the surface. Aside from the 
fast-moving 3D graphics, SubStation features the realistic 
DD-Audio 3D sound system — try playing it through a stereo 
system for maximum 
atmosphere! 
Description: 
SubStation 
RRP: £24.95 
STF price: £21.95 = 
Order no:STFUSW 


IMByte STE 
. OF Falcon only iho | he 


LEMMINGS & LEMMINGS 2 
| PSYGNOSIS 
Lemmings is one of the most famous games in 


a stir when they were released that we gave 
each of them an ST FORMAT Gold award. 

~ Lemmings runs on any ST; Lemmings 2 needs 
Z I MByte of RAM. Both are Falcon-compatible. 


Description: Lemmings Description: Lemmings and 
STF price: £9.99 Lemmings 2 
Order no: STFLEM1 STF price: £17.99 
Description: Lemmings 2 Order no: STFLEM1 

| STF price: £9.99 


| Order no: STFLEM2 


| "Was Nivary of commuting _ Wie oak cand taal | 
| described it as “one of the greatest 


ST FORMAT BINDER 


Reader oyyers 


comms work, Get the Most out of your 
Atari ST 2 will enhance your 
understanding and knowledge of your 
chosen field, while offering you a gentle 
introduction to the others. At just £12.99 
(including postage and packaging), can 
you afford to miss it? 


Description: Get the Most out of your 
Atari ST 2 

STF price: £12.99 

Order no: FLBO99X 


GFA BASIC COLLECTION 
GFA DATABECKER 


GFA Interpreter, GFA Compiler and GFA Shell, 


all in one package for a mere £59.95 - £20 off 


| the RRP. Its the complete Basic solution for both first-time | 
| programmers and established ; oe 


coders. To learn more about 
GFA Basic, see our tutorials in 
issues 65-67. 


| Description: GFA Basic 
| collection 

| RRP: £79.95 

| STF price: £59.95 

| Order no: STFGFA 


OBSESSION _ 
UNIQUE DEVELOPMENTS £2 ] : 95 
Obsession is a technically : 

brilliant re-creation of pinball on SAVE 33 
the ST that scored a massive 94% in issue 67. 
There are four wildly different tables, featuring 
magnets, kickbacks, overhead runs, 

combination targets and comments on how badly 
you played - it's highly addictive. Our reviewer 


- 


ST games ever,” so how come you 
haven't got a copy? Turn the page 
and send your order off today! 


Description: Obsession 
RRP: £24.95 

STF price: £21.95 
Order no: STFOBS 


IMByte STEs/ 
Falcons only — 


ST FORMAT 
Keep your prized collection of the world’s 

most exquisite, comprehensive ST magazine ST 
safe from spills, stains and the neighbours’ §-"! 
children in these sturdy red binders. 


Description: 
One binder 
STF price: £5.95 
Order no: $T112 
Description: 
Two binders 
STF price: £9.99 
Order no: 


- TWO FOR &9. 99 | 


EACH 


LE he fF 


MAGIC 


SEPTEMBER 1995 

Disk: HyperGEM, Goin’ Down, Bombs Away 
inside: Multimedia magic; printers - buyers’ 
guide and tips Reviewed: Diamond Eage 2, 
AudioTracker, Sprite Works, Utimate Arena 

Tutorials: DSP programming, boot disks 


AUGUST 1995 

Disk: Hollywood Hustier, Sweet Sodeen 
Inside: Hard drives; Spothght Show 
Reviewed: Cubase Score 2, Cubase Audio 
16, Rainbow 2, Steel Talons 

Tutorials: KIV/, Disk Opus, boot disks 
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fA REVOLUTIO 


“SOLD OUT 


JULY 1995 

Disk: SubStation, Speed of Light 3.8 
Inside: CD-ROM; Eagle; C-Lab Falcon 
Reviewed: interface 2, Thought! 2.2, TUS 
HD, DeskJet 540, Team, SubStation 
Tutorials: Pablo Paint, STOS 


iced Met el nL) 


JUNE 1995 

Disk: HiSoft C interpreter, Alien Thing 
Inside: Upgrading your ST; High-speed 
comms Reviewed: Outside, NVDI 3.0, 
ExtenDOS Pro, Ping 2000, Tessera 
Tutorials: C, Pablo Paint, 5TOS 


Bright ideas 
for Desktop 
Publishing! 


ve yee LAE’ thee peers Bi 
i th om mel 


ST — 


y 'PABLO'PAINT 


MAY 1995 
Disk: Tearn demo, Pablo Paint, 525 2.02 
Inside: DTP guide, plus disk utilites for fine- 


tuning your ST Reviewed: MaxiS hard drive, 


PAK 68/3, Prima HD/CD 
Tutorials: Pablo Paint, World Wide Web 


‘SOLD OUT 


APRIL 1995 

Disk: Obsession table, Chequebook and 
Hang About inside: The Survival Guide, plus 
Mix it Up - music special Reviewed: Ease, 
Calamus updates, Hollywood Hustler 
Tutorials: AtaniNOS, APEX media 


ea 


MARCH 1995 

Disk: Magic Storybook and BBS Directory 
inside: A World of Information - Net sites, 
how to set up your own BBS: MagiC vs 
Geneva Tutorials: KAOSDesk, Twist 2. 
ST Disk Cat, AtariWOS 


GENIUS! 


|SOLD OUT 
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- 
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FEBRUARY 1995 

Disk: Smash Hit and KAOSDesk 2.1 
Inside: Pure Genius - explore your ST's 
powers: Twist and Superbase Pro head to 
head: ProTOS show Reviewed: Obsession, 
Quill 2, Imagecopy Colour 3.5 


Peach: Ga SUBSCRIPTIONS | 


Beat the price rise — save 
up to £1.75 per issue and 
get a second disk free! 


( But the benefits don’t end there. When you take 
J ‘ out a subscription to ST FORMAT you also get... 


Exclusive subscriber- Free delivery to your 
Ne only software deals door (within the UK) 


, Free Between the Covers Airmail delivery 
tm. newsletter, containing anywhere outside the UK 
news, gossip and Free ST FORMAT 
*) fe complete instructions for binder when you pay by 
mee your extra, subscriber-only Direct Debit 
See) = Wonder Disk No-quibble refund if 
| Guaranteed price you choose to cancel your 


~_. protection for12 months subscription 

3,000 SUBSCRIBERS CAN'T | 
ag BE WRONG! 

—=> : _ Free ST FORMAT. 

; ag I) HERE TEHGH CL 


“sz. 6very issue when you pay — 
Dy Direct Debit " 
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HOTLINE: 01225 822511 


A year in the life of an ST FORMAT subscriber! 


Here are just some of the great software titles subscribers 


received over the last year: 


OCTOBER '95 AUGUST '95 
Skyduel (flying game), Vision (art TwiLight (screen-saver), Seawolf 
package demo), Backward 3 (submarine game), Bombzai 
(Falcon utility), Shauri (all about (game), Manualizer 2.0 (utility), 
your ST), Panther (hard drive Animals (Rendez-vous “95 sample) 
utility), Speedom (speedometer), 
Extakey2 (access special characters) JULY "95 

Tomtar (game), Movie Box 2.5 
SEPTEMBER '95 (film database), Desk Driver 2 (file 
Rainbow 2 (multimedia package transfer), Rufftrade (translator) 


demo), Saturn's Rings (game), 
Mouse 2.3 (utility), STIS 2.0 (for 
creating stereoscopic images) 
A56 (56001 assembler) 


JUNE "95 
JC View (clip-art utility), Probe 
House Unit Converter (utility), 


Companion (game), Chords (music 
utility), World Clock 1.0a 


MAY '95 

Pablo Paint (paint package), 
Painter (game), APEX file viewers 
(APEX add-ons), KV Geography 
(astronomy program) 


APRIL '95 

Compact Office Management System 
(business), Cops ‘n’ Robbers 2 
(game), Superboot 8.1 (disk utility) 


MARCH '95 

Modest (MOD file database), 
Duckdash (game), Marcel 
Dictionary, AB Format (disk utility) 


FEBRUARY '95 

World Conquest (game), Star Guide 
(astronomy), Mini Draft (CAD), 
Gimmicks (silly mouse utility). 


JANUARY '95 

NoBI Racing (game), Family Tree 2 
(genealogy program), Lprint (file 
printing utility), Applier (utility) 


DECEMBER '94 

Darts 180 (game), Munch 1.1 (art 
package), Car Registration and 
Grocery (silly utilities) 


NOVEMBER '94 
HyperGEM (multimedia), Drachen, 
Triyahoo (games), NBM (utility) 


\1. Subscriptions... 3. Reader offers... 


I 7 J : 
| Please enrol me as a subscriber to ST FORMAT (for 12 issues) at the Please send me the following items from the Reader Offers page: 


i 

I 

I 

I 

| allin price of (please tick relevant box): Description | Orderno. | Price 

| (£33 UK (] £30 UK Direct Debit Seal tee: oes | 5. Saris (Brverieeicses ee 

|] £45 Europe (airmail) [)] £54.95 Rest of world (airmail) 4 Dae Ss Be oss dl eer = z a 

: 

| Start my subscription with this issue (tick box): ee a oe re. et ee es | “ile 

. _] NOV — DEC (] JAN _] FEB “: Pieri. ga —- = io et SE 

| Tore “SU iA ae ee ae 

TOTAL| 

) T- : ide the | dd £4 for overseas delivery. i 
I = Customers outside the UK please add 

i 2. Back issues : 

Please send me the following back issues of ST FORMAT: If you wish to order by credit card or 

fo7o O73 O74 have any queries, please ring the , 

1" , : | 

fe eel (Call = 01225 822510 for availability) Hotline on 7 01225 822511 

| l 


| Customers outside the UK please add £4 for delivery. 


Customer Services can be contacted on #01225 822510 
DIRECT DEBIT INSTRUCTIONS ID: 930763 


Pay by direct debit and you save even more! 


DON’T FORGET TO FILL IN THIS BIT 


We can't send anything if we don't know where you live 


2 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: .............0000cssscensseeesees a signsih POPS ee re ee es Ff 
D iidipeegs: fh 08 So teas, er indonesian St eae aii eeetrune dineeacdcesancuae | I 
| anaemia ecadeeend cad en eeomen see acdedaewes reer errr rrr Tritt Te 
i | This coupon instructs your bank or building 2, Account number: | 
‘Mapua: cana meaner oe a ea ari naie rect from your 

nga auc ies eee eaieteecSpas ae tabacesaticoas EEG VAT Ms isscsisctvicassicesrsnevanrseons account. Please complete then send to: ST I 
re | FORMAT Direct Debit Subscriptions, Future 3. Sort code i 
ft Total amount payable: £ ...................:cccsnecenesseeeeeeeenenenecenes aaah Publishing Ltd, ee l 

Somerton, Somerset ‘. | 
Method of payment (Banks and building societies may refuse to 4. Account in the name of. ' 
a . eee : nity accept instructions to pay direct debits f i 
. [] Direct Debit (subscriptions only, go straight to the form on the right) cage sana ; 
© Cheque (payable to Future Publishing Limited. Customers outside 1. Please write the full address Ppl Sane " I 
| the UK should send Eurocheques or cheques drawn in Sterling) of pasha a - a west of Future Pubshing Lt. 
I @ The amounts are variable and may be debited 
| () Visa (1 Access/Mastercard Expiry date: .......-..:0-sesreseee on various dates. | rreracoinge 
= — ’ Bank/Building Society Publishing Ltd may change th amounts 
b eeda oo blo ee) ee ea ae | 
' Address | will inform you in writing if | wish to cancel | 
D Dirt: cc cccccccceecceeeceesseSUZMAUUNO® ..ecccccscceeseenseensseenseessssrssnceneseaneenecs this instruction. : ind ' 
, ce tick if you would pref ve notice of any special offers or new products [_ | understand that if any direct debit ts paxd 
t a cieies 10 aie ee ” STF/MAG/10/95 stpokaeeeadh terms of this mstruchon, you 
will make a refund. 
Return the form (no stamp required within in the UK) to: , 
. B) | Postcode__________ Date 
ee ee ee eee eee a I 


Ween Gamessusters 


Thanks | to ste sver-eiheleited people at UDS, this 
month we bring you the first installment of our 
complete, three-part solution to SubStation. 


Gamesbusters 


niin n : __ Last month we gave you the complete lowdown on the 
Suble —— SubStation demo level that appeared on Cover Disk 72. 
Now, with the help of UDS, we've got the maps from the 
first six levels of the full game: 


LEVEL ONE (ASUKA) 


This level is quite straightforward. You'll need to travel 
between the three sublevels in order to get the right 
combination of keys to proceed to the following 
challenge. Opposing you are robots and droids. 


LEVEL TWO (NARA) 
Don't hang around on this level, as you can find yourself out of time if you hesitate too much. Yellsa, which are 
Bech. reptiles, som with the robots and droids in attempting to kill you. They take more than one @ hit to destroy. 


Ul on Digs 
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GAMESBUSTERS 


LEVEL THREE (HEIAN) 


Get the subgun as soon as possible. With crabs, spiders 
and knights adding their weight to the robots, Heian is a 
real toughie to get through. Medikits and food are a real 
rarity on this level, so use them sparingly, and keep those 
spiders at arm's length. 


_Sublevel one 


LEVEL FOUR 
(KAMAKURA) 


It’s all too easy to get lost on 
this level (which officially 
doesn't exist), what with the 
bewildering number of 
elevators connecting each of 
the three sublevels. Opposition 
comes in the familiar form of — 
robots and ers, while aliens and twin-gobes are — 

introduced an alarming ferocity. You won't think much Sublevel three — 
of your CO's advice either. | 


HELP! 


> TLOWCT probes (you need to get some distance on these 
LEVEL FIVE critters) and xorphers, who fire some kind of energy 
(MUROM ACHD discharge. It’s getting tougher all the time. 
Hold on to your hats - your enemies come at you - 
thick and fast on this level. Your CO prohibits the use 


of firearms, yet there's no way you're going to survive 
without them. Aiding the crabs and droids are flying 


Sublevel two 


LEVEL SIX (TOKUGAWA) 


Xorphers, crabs and droids are joined by a set of 
lizards on Tokugawa. Start running, keep running and 
keep that gun firing. Oh, the joys of being cannon 
fodder in the realms of SubStation! 


Sublevel 
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IF FOOTBALL 
IS YOUR 


BETTE 
THE BIBLE? 


= Freniet League © a) 


ISSUE 1 OUT NOW 
ONLY 99P 


htto://www.futurenet.co.uk/outdoors/tota lfootball.ntml 


ten: P- Wel a YOUR LETTERS | 


' exchange rate 

/ ($ to £), and the 
best way to send shareware 
registration fees from the US 
to the UK? 

Jim Stephens, via e-mail 


stf: You can find out what the 


current exchange rate is by ring- 
ing your local bank. As for regis- 


tering shareware, the best bet is 
an international money order. 
Again, ask your bank for details, 


secs PD 


interested in find- 
| ing out what hap- 
pened to the 


Po rt folio Connection. The bad 


news is that this service has 
closed down, but the good 
news is that almost all the 
club's software can now be 
obtained from Any Port In A 
Storm, 90 Ivy Avenue, Bath 
BA2 1AN. At the moment 


there are 48 disks, and more in 


the pipeline. 


A complete list is available 


on disk, and readers can get 


hold of it by sending a cheque 


for £1, made payable to K 


‘Swaine, to the above address. 
Any Port In A Storm is run 


to ensure the Portfolio does 
not fail Recuehs a lack of soft- 


cy I filled aes. and added 


\ tell me the current 


—j | [hear that you are 


jig 8? ane any ‘profits’ made 
2 used to keep the group 

runni ing aint to investigate 

new products. ; 

Kevin Swaine, Bath 


stf: So now you know.. . 


The firms 

[——> Why don’t you run 
.\ an. article detailing 

all the firms sup- 

- plying, distribut- 

ing, upgrading and rep rir _ ng 

the Atari range of machi 


one that includes the full Coste: 


of upgrading, say, TOS 1.4 to 


2.06 or IMByte RAM to 
2MByte, for exa mple? You 


could also include a list of 
turnarou id times for the 
upgrade or f comporient,: and 
even rep: 

While I’m writing, I’d also 
like to thank you for your 
continued dedication to all 


Atari users, your magazine is 


great. A Terrific Astounding 


Read Inde 
Brian McNulty, Bridlington 


tf: It's a great idea i in theory, 
Brian. Unfortunately, i's very 


hard to give a precise turnaround 
time as every repe 
tends to be different. ‘Still, , there 
wouldn't be any problem listing 
current costs and labour charges. 
It might also be useful to have a 
comprehensive list Ws who does 


ir and | upgrade 


t Star Trek news... yep, you've 
reached the silly section of the magazine. 
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Aririod HEALTH 


MANTA 
JUBLEVEL #1 


So, did your SubsStation level design catch the attention of Unique Deve a 
Turn to the Cover Disk pages to see If you're a winner. 


what. Yes, I think you can expect 
to see that one.. 


A unique service 
— On July 12, I wrote 
\ a letter to Unique 
Development 
Sweden, congratu- 
lating it on its two excellent 
games: Obsession and 
SubStation, Both appeared as 
demos on your Cover Disks, 
and I have since bought both 
programs and installed them 
on my hard drive. 

In my letter I asked if they 
could give me some hints on 
disposing. of a certain monster 


in SubStation. I also i inquired 
about the level designer. 


‘shield dest Ws harcoere aaa 


Nearly a month passed, 
and I thought my letter had 
been lost somewhere between 
here and Sweden. However, on 
Thursday 3 August I got a 
tremendous surprise. At about 
2. 30pm a Parcel Force van 
arrived, and I had to sign for a 
rather large parcel. I didn’t 


have the slightest idea what it 
was or where it came from, 


until I looked at the invoice 
and saw it was from UDS. 
Grabbing the nearest pair 
of scissors, | managed to hack | 
my way through the sellotape. 
At first I thought they'd sent 


me something to do with the 


level designer. Or was it the 
Combat Pack? 
Imagine my surprise when 


cactus eas otha Sas a os te 


ch opyi and 

‘a series of arnall allpeea an to 2 grey 

ti Pg a a aa 
size of the chin somewhat. 


Next, | drew a cutlass-style sword and 
placed it in his right hand to give him a 
really mean feel. 


ilusion of perspective. The drawing 
was completed by adding the solid 


darker shading around the chin and so 
on to form the facial features. 


PS OF THE MONTH 


| opened the box and an Atari 
520STE was staring me in the 
face. No trick, no joking. 
Unique Developments had 
sent me a fully functional 
520STE computer, upgraded to 
IMByte, so that I could take 
advantage of the SubStation's 
two-player option. 

I just thought I should 
write in and let everyone out 
there know what a superb 
company UDS is. Can anyone 
beat this? Unique 
Development Sweden is the 
best and, deserves to go far. 
Stephen Smith, Worksop 


stf: And your good luck doesnt 
end there, Stephen. We're cur- 
rently featuring a complete game 
solution, and the winner of our 
level-designing competition is on 
this month's Cover Disk. We will 
also be giving away the trainer 
level on next month's disk. Yep, 
LIDS certainly gets our vote as 
the most generous company in the 
ST market at the moment. 


Star Trek Format 


———— | have noticed a 
very disturbing 
- trend recently in 
| your publication, 
and I hope you will rectify it 
immediately. No, I'm not talk- 
ing about the price rise or the 
number of pages, this is far 


more serious! 
Where have all 
the Star Trek pic- 
tures gone? How 
am I supposed 
to know what's 
going on in Deep 
Space Nine or 
Voyager if you 
don't give me 
regular snap- 
shots and cap- 
tions? Come on, 
people, get your act together - 
we're relying on you. 

lan Blakely, Northumberland 


stf: Erm, sorry about that. We do 
try, but well, occasionally we feel 
obliged to show ST-specific 
screenshots. Anyway, the latest 
news from Paramount 15 that 
Michael Dorn (Worf) is joining 
Deep Space Nine for the fourth 
series. Captain Janeway (below) 
gets our vote for the most trritat- 
ing voice in Starfleet, although we 
have to admit to being impressed 
by her ship, and we believe that 
fhe next feature file will feature 
Next Generation super villains 
the Borg. We can’t wait! (“Oh yes 
we can,” said the office's lone sup- 
porter of Babylon 5, before being 
summarily dismissed. Anyone 
want to be a Production Editor?) 


Super monitor 
———— I use a Falcon030 
computer, but find 
that many of the 
Cover Disk and 
Wonder Disk programs you 
supply won't run on my 
SVGA monitor. I suspect they 
are supposed to be run ona 
television, but | was wonder- 
ing whether there are any pro- 
grams which can convert the 
output so that I can use my 
monitor instead. 
Jacob Freedman, Sweden 


ne sce ns elcso Uaeia: ts Sand onan: ovale 
stupidly irritating voice and, erm, a sound stage full of bubbles. Go figure. 


an original copy, 


YOUR LETTERS 


|FEEDBACK 


stf: We haven't heard of any such 
programs, but that doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean they don't exist. Does 
anyone out there have a remedy 
for Jacob's woes? If so, write in 
and let us know, and we'll pass 
your solutions on. 


on page 15. As for Birmingham 
City, no, we don't all support 
them, just Nick, but then he's 
always had a bit of a soft spot for 
hopeless causes. 

As for the rest of us, I'm an 
Arsenal fan and don't care what 
anyone says about Tony Adams. 
Andy's too busy routing round 
record shops to care, and Mary’s 
foreign and doesn't understand 
football. Shame, isn't tt? 


Fighting talk 

——- A friend has recent- 
ly given me an 
’ original copy of 
| Street Fighter 2, but 
it doesn’t have any instruc- 
tions. How can I obtain the 
instructions? And is it true that 
most of the ST FORMAT crew 
support Birmingham City FC? 
Jamie Kanj, 
Acton 


Back it up 

» I've just bought a 
| s40OMByte hard 
drive from 

. Gasteiner and I'm 


(MePOO 
stf: If it really is 


your friend will 
have the 
instructions, 50 
bry asking fim. 
Otherwise ifs a 
case of buying a 
new copy, Ir 
afraid, as ibs 
illegal to photo- 
copy RTE hiii- 
uals — check out 
the special offer 


Make sure you have a bona fide copy of Street Fighter 2 with our 
exclusive low price deal - see page 15 for details. 


After Peace .... Friendship 
eee atta ttt 
friends, resulting in him being Godfather to his two sons. 


After a very severe illness, Gordon was able to spend two weeks convalescing at the RAF 
- Association's Nursing Home “Sussexdown” Siem. 


The Royal Air Forces Association 
s Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow ...... 


naan See SS SS 


Caring for your 


el a a, ee el a ee, oe eee 


joi Ai Fac ee 
Freepost (D5) « Portland Road « Malvern * Worcs © WR14 1BR 


| enclose a donation of £ ..........0F debit my Visa/ Access | 


pee eer eets oe ee ae eee ee ee Ee ee 


Charity Registration Mo, 226684 


NEX? 


FVEQCJING fT Fa 


DON’T MISS OUT 


Please reserve/deliver ST FORMAT each month, beginning with 
the November issue, which is on sale Tuesday 10 October 1995. 
Name: 


Address: 


Phone number: 


To the newsagent: ST FORMAT is published by 
Future Publishing = 01225 442244 (Circulation) 


RESERVE YOUR 
COPY NOW! 


SS SS SS ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Next month we show you how to back up your 
hard drive - just remember to line up the kerb 
with the stickers on the back window. 


very pleased with it so far. 
However, recently I read your 
article about hard drives, 
which talked about backing 
up, but it didn’t explain exact- 
ly how to do it. I'm very wor- 
ried that if something goes 
wrong with the drive I will 
lose everything. Please, could 
you tell me how to do it? 
Lloyd Hannis, Coventry 


stf: No problem, Lloyd. Just pick 
up a copy of next month's issue 
and read Clive Parker's definitive 
guide to making backups. 


Satisfied customer 
—— —— I feel I must reply 
| to Dave Marsh's 
comments in issue 
| 73. I've been a sub- 
scriber for several years now, 
and in no way do I feel cheat- 
ed by the recent magazine 
price increase. Indeed, I think 
you get excellent value for 
money by being a subscriber. 
This year I've taken advantage 
of the Direct Debit option, 
which at £30 per year equates 
to just £2.50 per month. On 
top of this, you receive an 
additional monthly disk, free 
to subscribers, packed with 
programs, games and utilities, 
as well as the regular Cover 
Disk and the informative ST 
FORMAT magazine itself. 

So come on, Dave, get 
things into perspective. If you 
wish to pay £4.25 per month 
that’s up to you, but you real- 
ly should consider subscribing 
to: a) ensure that ST FORMAT 
continues to prosper, thus ben- 
efiting all ST owners, and b) 
save yourself between £18 and 
£21 per year. 

Glen Dorward, Houghton- 
le-Spring 


stf: What else could we possibly 
add? Turn to page 74 now and 
save yourself a packet, 


The bottom end 
———— Its nice to 
know that 
' high-end 
} Atari users 
are catered for with the 
Eagle (and Medusa, and 
MagilMac, and the 
Falcon Mk?), but boohoo, 
sob, boohoo... pause to 
wipe eyes... there's no new 
low-end computer like 
the STE available. Point 
1s, it’s the low coST, low- 
end computers like the 
STE that enable children, 
and young people with- 
out much money, to get into 
real computing, and to get to 
know the great power of the 
680x0 processor. 
We feel that someone with 
a big head of STEam, like you, 
the good folks at ST FORMAT, 
ought to kick those clots at 
Atari for dumping such good 
computers just to concentrate 
on the Jaguar. Yes, we know it 
has probably saved Atari from 
oblivion, and we should be 
grateful for that, because, 
hopefully, they may yet come 
back into real computers 
again. It doesn’t pay, in these 
days where diversity of the 
product line is one key to ulti- 
mate success, to put all your 
eges in the Jaguar basket. 
However, there’s some- 
thing Atari could do right 
now to help users of Atari 
computers: assist someone like 
GeSoft to go into production 
and/or development of the 
STE and Falcon030, or clones. 
These should be priced so that 
kids can buy into their, and 
Atari's, future without being 
stung for the privilege. 
John and Tom Morton, 
Edinburgh 


stf: I couldn't agree more, chaps, 
but Atari seem absolutely deter- 
mined to abandon the serious 
computer in favour of the Jag. 
According to our sources, they 
don’t even have any STs or 
Falcons in their own offices 
anymore. Still, perhaps someone 
could make them an offer for the 
STFM and STE specs... 
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Call about our High Resolution monitors for the Atari STfm/e pene atu 


ee ere Ade 


The fastest display accelerator now comes with 
the Speedo and TrueType scaleable font system, 
NVDI 3 has highly optimised code, faster than the 
or iginal. Get a faster display, comfortable font 
handling and faster printing for all programs using 
GDOS or SpeedoGDOS. Now you can use all those 
classic TrueType fonts from the PC or Macintosh. 


NVDI v3.0 including 8 Speedo fonts £49.95 
100 TrueType fonts on disk £39.95 
500 TrueType fonts on CD-Rom £49.95 
For update pricing, please phone. 
NVDI¥2.5willcontinuetosellforonly £29.95 


Best Software Upgrade 1993 & 94 -ST Review. 


“If you want a multitasking system that works 
simply and realiably, then MagiC is for you.” 
ST Review, June 1994, 
MagiC is a full TOS replacement; a very fast disk 


filing system; has accelerated serial, MIDI and 


printing routines and is, of course, a true 


pre-emptive multitasking system. Magi€ Desk, a 


replacement Desktop, and a powerful command 
shell are included. MagiC runs on ST, Mega and TT 
computers with 512Kb, but 2Mb is recommended 


_ for auseful working system. The Falcon version is 
expected to be available by July 1995. 


“It's like running an accelerator and getting 
the multitasking thrown in for free.” 


ST User, February 1994 
NB: Exceihent with Calamus SL. Compatiole with Notator Logic, 
Daa ee wnnnterer a mectnek petcampatiien ith Cubase. 


Magic (RRP £69 95) IntroPrice £59.95 
MagiC andEase £79.95 
MagiC and Kobold £79.95 


£149.00 


SS your computer into a 30bit system with the 
PAK68/3 and a 68030 processor. The 32MHz 
clock, 32bit wide TOS and a 32Kbyte cache will 
accelerate your system by 775% (Gembench 3.10). 


This is faster than the Falcon and the TT! Clock 


speeds of 40 and 50Mhz are possible. The use of 
recycled processors makes this upgrade very 
affordable without sacrificing reliability. 

A 32bit 128Mb FastRam board and a 24bit colour 
graphics card are now available. 


PAK68/3 board only, no CPU £249.00 
PAK68/3, 33MHz CPU, TOS 2.06 req. £299.00 
PAK68/3, 33MHz CPU and TOS 3.06 £359.00 


PAK68/3, 33MHz CPU & FPU and TOS3.06 £399.00 
Please telephone to discuss your requirements. 


MagiC, Ease and Kobold Sit ons £119.95 
MagiCMac and Ease 


MAIL ORDER, 

Windsor Business Centre 
Vansittart Rd, Windsor, SL4 1SE 
Fax: (01753) 830344 


This High Speed File Manager gives unbelieveable 
speed. Copies 1000 files (10Mb) in 45sec (GEMDOS 
3:35mini). Use Kobold for backing up; formatting 
floppies (DD,HD,ED); move, copy and delete files; 
use the learn function to automate repetitive 
jobs. Ease calls Kobold automatically for all 
desktop file and floppy operations. 

= only 


Kobold 2.5 oes £59.95) £39.9 


ST FORMAT Awarded 97% 


‘Use your Atari with EASE. Replace the old Atari 


Desktop. This program could not be more 
appropriately named. The right click replaces the 
double click. Ilconize windows for instant access 
to groups of files. Ease is aware of multitasking 
and comes with a sophisticated Colour Icon 
Editor. Works on any ST, all TOS versions, and with 
any display and graphic card. 

Ease (RRP £49.95) sul 930.95 


7 . =. al 
eh | 


No space for accelerators, TOS boards, hard 
disks, graphic cards and PC emulators? Convert 
your Atariinto adesktop computer withmore 
space. Simply replace your plastic top with the 
DeskTopper and fit your keyboard into FreeKeys 
for replace with aPC Keyboard using Al-Key). For 
more information, ask for the DeskTopper leaflet. 


~~ etitm/ie) Base 


— a Free, eys 
Desk Topper - S5T(FM/e)/Falcon £69.95 
FreeKeys £39.95 
Desktopper andFreekeys £99.95 
Al-Key £49.95 
Cherry Keyboard £29.95 


DeskTopper & FreeKeys £99.95 


Tired of waiting for your computer? Then speed 
itup with a 28Mhz processor. The 128 accelerator 
is now available for STe and STFM computers. 
Compatible with Cubase Notator Logic. 
Available Now: The MultiBoard, a 1052.06 IDE and 
graphic adaptor with 2-8Mb memory expansion. 
T28 - with 64K6 cache for STFM/MegaST £179.00 


T28e - with 64Kb cache for STe £199.00 
MultiBoard £149.00 
24bit Graphics Card £149.00 


17-19 Blackwater Street, 
London, SE22 8RS 
Fax: (0181) 693-6936 


| (Oita) Socios ee shell one 


Best Hard Drive 1994 - ST Review Christmas ‘94 
Minis hard drives are full SCSI systems, hardware 
compatible with all Atari, Amiga, Mac and PC 
computers. They are unrivalled in size, low noise, 
speed and style. The ST(FM/e) version now comes 
with the ICD Link |i as standard, or choose the 
Translator with HD Driver. Also included are 
terminators and allrequired cables. 


Gold Award of 93% - ST Format Feb. "94 
Essential Buy of 92% =-5T Review Christmas "93 
* Quiet fan * Internal Power Supply 100-240V 
* 2 Year Warranty * Small (2.5x6x8.5") (WxHxD) 
* Dual SCSIPort * Device Number Switch 


TT/Faleon ST(FMJe) 
BOMb IBM 5139.00 S{BR00 
127Mb 0 =60«Quantum £199.00 £249.00 
270M6 Quantum Sie, -- ee ed 
540Mb Quantum £279.00 £329.00 
730Mb6 Quantum S30%.00 £359.00 
850Mb Quantum £359.00 £409.00 
166 Connor $449.00 £4 ao 


26Gb Connor £799.00 inckadedt! 
oc... Bundle Kebold with any drive for £24.99 


NEW Toshiba 4x Speed CD Rom drive systems: 
for the Falcon with SCSIIl Cable, or TT £249.00 


for the ST(FM/e) withthe ICDLinkl] £299.00 
Seca ee ac kro wal 


WiTevCry cb RGihrive = titsaattil torsion: saree 


* Muiti-session Drive * Photo CD compatible 
® Quad Speed * No caddies * Plays Music CDs 
* Dual SCS! port * Headphone socket with 
Volume control * Stereo Phono connectors 


ExtenDOS Pro v2 with Audio Player £39.95 

Bundled with drive £29.95 
_... Atarl Mege Archive, Volume 2 £24.95 
Gemini (Atari PD/Shareware) (US) £24.95 
Alpha/ Whiteline - PD/Shareware £39.95 


Suzy B American PD/Shareware (2 CD's) £49.95 
Publisher's Source -Backgroundphotos £19.95 
Bingo, WOW! and Publishers Source 


£39.95 


MEW SyQuest removable media offers fast and 
secure storage. Ideal for backing up, or as amain 
drive. Imagine all your music files and software on 
one cartridge, and all your DTP files on another. 


105Mb Drive, 14.5ms, inc. i cartridge £369.00 
270Mb Drive, 13.5ms, inc. Cartridge £499.09 
105Mb / 270Mb Cartridge £49.95 /£59.95 
230Mb Magneto Optical Drive £799.00 


128Mb /230Mb MO Cartridge £29.95/ £49.95 


system Solutions and the Atari Workshop are tradenames of Brandt Fernandes (Europe) Limited. Company registered in England 2612998. 


Exclusive to 

ST FORMAT, the 
winning level from 
our Underwater Hell 
competition. Requires 
1MByte Falcon or 
STE and SubStation. 


Enhance your ST with 
this multi-function 
desk Accessory. This 
version is exclusive 
to ST FORMAT. 


STOS SAVER 


Special ST FORMAT 
screen-saver written 
for users of STOS. 
STOS Basic and 
Compiler required. 


Ensure you're on time 
with this handy 
Accessory that 

displays the system 
time and day on the 


Menu bar. | colurin in ST Answers 


SUB STATION LEVEL 


Generate . Hyper’ rSysten 1 Revolutionise your 


| Please Select a Title ‘Mindes 


for this new systen | GEM dialogs - add 
| keyboard shortcuts, 


| Coa) Crt Cee) | 


= change the icons 
Generate HyperSysten. and move them 


feng od ganed F ae “‘Mindos - L E 
cde agitas around. Let 'Em Fly 
is freeware. 


PICFIB 1.1 


“| View, catalogue 

| and organise your 
,*,*\ picture files with 
this handy 
graphics utility. 


REALMS OF REALITY 


Take on the bad guys with swords-and 
spells in this exciting adventure "=== 

game. 1MByte required (TOS ! 

2.06 and Falcon need STOSFix). 


FORMAT 


ASSEMBLY 


Save yourself some 
typing with these two 
assembly files, which 
accompany Andrew 


Gisby's Assembly 


